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hn 30 April 1945, with Berlin surrounded and Nazi 
Germany all but defeated, Adolf Hitler put his Walther 
PPK pistol to his head, took a deep breath, and pulled the 
trigger. The Fiihrer was dead, his bloody reign of terror 
re: poe finally at an end. 

Ds ee ee | In the Book of Hitler, we look back at the brutal rise and 
F . i dramatic fall of history's most hated man, from his troubled early 
years and experiences during World War I to his use of repression, 
racism and riots to take control and maintain power in Germany. 
re Hitler's military leadership style and how it affected the outcome 
es so of World War II is explored in detail alongside fascinating features 
= on key moments from the conflict, such as his clash with Soviet 
ta giant Josef Stalin and Nazi Germany's last stand in Berlin, while 
we also look at Hitler's plans for global domination and the 

lasting impact his brief reign continues to have on the world. 
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The young Hitler 


Written by David Foley 


| he man who would grow up to be one 
of the most despised figures of the 20th 
century was born in Braunau am Inn, 
Austria, More than 1,000 biegraphies of 
Adolf Hitler have been written, but all 
struggle to tell the story of his early years due 
to a crippling lack of documentary sources to 
draw upon. But this has not stopped historians 
from joining the dots and filling in the blanks, 
producing theories and guesses about how the 
young Hitler grew up. 

The temptation is understandable - surely there 
must be clues in that childhood to explain how a 
seemingly ordinary boy turmed into a genocidal 
monster? Was there a turning point, an event 
so awtul that it nudged the young Adolf onto a 
new path, one that ultimately led to the deaths 
of millions of people in the most destructive war 
the world has ever seen? Or was there a slow 
accumulation of influences that graclually warped 
him into the familiar despot? 

Unfortunately, the truth 1s that there are no 
easy answers. Hitler appears to have been an 
utterly unremarkable child and to have lived 
an uneventful, somewhat lazy life until the 
experience of World War I transformed him, or 
at least began the change. The story is blurred by 


Hitler's own rewriting of his personal history in 
the pages of Mein Karnpf There, he claimed beliefs 
and convictions that he simply did not hold as a 
young Man, and the propaganda machine of the 
Nazi Party also sought to write a new version of 
the Fiihrer’s early years. The one they concocted 
was Of a man with deeply held beliefs and 
opinions, who was fired, from a very early age, by 
a determination to rebuild the German nation and 
save it from the Jewish and Bolshevik menace. In 
reality, the young Hitler does not appear to have 
cared much about anything at all - except for, 
pethaps, the opera. 


An unexceptional child 

One of six children born into a middle-class family, 
Hitler's childhood was not particularly happy, 

but nor was tt unusually harsh for the time. His 
father, Alois, was a Violent man who beat the 
young Adolf regularly, but this was consicderecl 
more or less normal at the end of the 19th century. 
Alois had marmed for a third time, to the much 
younger Klara Polzl, and Hitler was very fond of 
his mother, which gave him a refuge from the 
coldness of his father. Hitler was also close to his 
younger sister, Paula, and they were the only two 
out of the six Hitler children to survive childhood, 
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Making of a monster 


Three younger siblings - Gustav, Ida and Otto - 
had died before Hitler arrivecl on 20 April 1889, 
while another brother, Edmund, cied at the age of 
five, Paula was the last of the children to make an 
appearance, in 1896, 

Hitler would later see his birthplace as deeply 
symbolic, being near the border of Germany and 
Austria. In Mein Kampf he wrote: “This little frontier 
town appeared to me as the symbol of a great task." 
The great task he referred to was the unification 
of Austria and Germany into “the great German 
motherland”. It is highly unlikely he harboured 
such grandiose ambitions as a child. 

Alois decided that his son was better suited to 
a Realschule, which offered vocational education, 
rather than a more acaclemic institution. Whether 
or not Hither would have done better at an 
academic school is impossible to know, but it 
seems unlikely as he was generally a listless and 
unimpressive student. He did enjoy history, but 
otherwise he showed no aptitude or inclination in 
any of his classes. 

Hitler would later tell a couple of stones, which 
seem a little too convenient to be totally believable, 
explaining his aversion to smoking and drinking. 
Apparently, the young Adolf had once tried a 
cigarette and had made himself sick, while a 
drunken episode had led to him falling into a dung 
heap. Whether or not these tales are true, they are 
among the only episodes of his youth that we have 
any details about. 

Hitler painted a rather rosy picture of himself ~. 
at this stage of his life. “I spent a good deal of | , 
time scampering about in the open, on the long visrl et-thahti teia lacie 

: o in Lambach, Austria, in 1899 
road from school," he recalled, “and mixing up 


“He continued to paint on a small scale, but 
enjoyed at least some success, producing as 
many as 3,000 works during his career” 
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The young Hitler 


HITLER AND WAGNER 


Opera was Hitler's greatest passion, and one composer 
stood above all others in his estimation 
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Wagner on Hitler has been debated 
for decades. There were anti-Semitic 
elements in Wagner's work, and some 
historians have claimed this may have 


had an affect on Hitler's development, 
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was once quoted as saying. “I regard 
him as a supreme prophetic figure.” 
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Wagner on Hitler has tantalised 
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metaphors, at one point talking ee 


with some of the roughest of the boys.” A lively 
roughneck was a food image to sell as a politician, 
and Hitler was almost certainly rewriting the past 
when he claimed to have started to develop a flair 
for oratory during long arguments with his friends. 
Paula did, however, remernber that he was a bossy 
child and liked to get his own way, so there may be 
some truth in the recollection. 

Hitler also claimed that his discovery of a two- 
volume history of the Franco-German War of 1870 
was as a seminal moment in his life. “From that 
time onwards,” he remembered, “I became more 
and more enthusiastic about everything that was 
in any Way connected with war or military affairs.” 
The book is also cited as planting the seed for 
one of Hitler's most entrenched beliefs - that the 
German people were defined by morte than just the 
borders of the nation. He asked himself why other 
Germanic people, like the Austrians, had not fought 
in the war with the French. “Why did not my father 
and all the others fight in that struggle?" he asked 
in Mein Kanipy “Are we not the same as the other 
Germans? Do we not all belong together?” 

A restless home life - Alois’ job as a customs 
official meant he had to move frequently - was 
made more tense when Hitler announced he 
wanted to be an artist. Alois strongly disapproved, 
Wanting him to enter the civil service, and the 
power struggle between the two escalated, with 
Hitler seeminely almost taunting his father with 
his decision. How the struggle might have ended is 
unknown, because Alois died in 1903. 

Hitler would later rationalise his relationship with 
Alois and claim it had a positive influence on him, 
teaching him toughness. “My father often dealt me 
hard blows,” he wrote, “Moreover, I think that was 
necessary and helped me.” Alois was referred to as 
‘the old gentleman”, but his mother was discussed 
in warmer terms, like how she “lovingly devoted 
herself to the care of her children’, 
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Whether or not Hitler had appreciated his 
father's brand of tough love, he was now free of his 
Influence, Two years after Alois’ death, Hiter lett 
school with no decent qualifications, despite later 
claiming that he had “learned well and easily", His 
mother had apparently wished him to enter the 
civil service and there is some evidence that Hitler 
feigned illness to finally get out of going to school. 
Along with his mother and sister he went to live in 
Linz, near his birthplace. Life appears to have been 
uneventful but fairly happy for the young man - 
he was content to be supported by his family and 
showed no inclination to find work himself, His 
only ambitions, such as they were, were for his art. 


The Vienna years 

In 190% when he turned 18, Hitler recerved a small 
Inheritance. It was just about enough to live on 

for a year and he took the opportunity to travel 

to Vienna with hopes of being accepted into the 
Academy of Fine Arts. In this, Hitler was in some 
way following in his father’s footsteps. Half a 
century earlier, Alois had travelled to Vienna as a 
13-year-old, entering the civil service ten years later. 

Hitler's dream was quickly cut short when he 
was rejected by the academy, with the comment 
"sample drawing unsatisfactory” on his notes. It was 
a disappointing result, but his commitment to art 
had never seemed whole-hearted. 

After a second application to the academy was 
turned down, Hitler was given a little advice by 
the admissions board, who suggested that he 
seemed better suited to a career as an architect. 
Unable to enrol on a recognised architecture 
course because of his poor performance at school, 
Hitler nonetheless attempted to teach himself 
the principles of the discipline, but apparently got 
nowhere. He continued to paint on a small scale, 
but enjoyed at least some success, producing as 
many as 3,000 works during his career. Sales, 
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Making of a monster 


A LOVING MOTHER 
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Apparently a gentle and loving 
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A scene from the first production of Hitler's favourite 
opera, Wagner's Tristan und Isolde, in 1865 


although they did not bring in much money, 
supplemented his small income. Hitler was 
always ambivalent about what his ‘career’ 
actually was - forms filled in during this period 
Variously listed his profession as ‘artist’, ‘writer’ 
and ‘architecture painter, among others. During 
his seven-year stay in Vienna, he exhibited his 
work on the streets and made small sales as and 
when the opportunity arose. He also worked with 
a dealer who would sell framed works, opening 
up a wider market. 

Art, however, always seemed mote like a 
way of making a living rather than a real love 
for Hitler, and his work seems devoid of any 
Inspiration. Just about the only thing he showed 
genuine passion for was the opera. He was a huge 
opera buff, queuing for hours to see his favourite 
shows over and over. Paula would later claim 
he had seen Gofterdanvnerurg 13 times while in 
Linz, and Hitler himself claimed to have seen 
Tristan und Isolde - by his favourite composer, 
Wagner - over 40 times whilé in Vienna. 

Hitler would later state that the beauty of 
music had convinced him to avoid a life of 
banality, and was at the heart of his decision 
to avoid a career in the civil service. It seems 
obvious that a dislike of work was at least equally 
responsible for his decision. 

One of the most curious elements of Hitler's 
youth is that he does not appear to have had any 
animosity towards Jewish people. He often lived 
in hostels run by Jews, he was happy to borrow 
money fromm Jewish acquaintances and he joined 
none of the anti-Semitic groups in Vienna at the 
time - and there were plenty to choose from. 

A friend, Reinhold Hanisch, commented that 


Hitler was on good terms with the Jews he came 
into contact with and only later adopted an 
anti-Semitic stance, more as a political tool than 
out of any real conviction. However, Hanisch’s 
version of events (which was suppressed by the 


Nazis) is questionable because of his relationship 
with Hitler. The two had half-heartedly set up an 
art business together, but it had not gone well, 
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in Hanisch's mind because Hitler had not put in 
sufficient effort. 

Even more unreliable, for different reasons, 15 
the account of August Kubizek, another of Hitler's 
acquaintances. Kubizek told an entirely different 
story, insisting that Hitler had been a confirmed 
anti-Semite in Linz, even before he reached 
Vienna. This version of history, however, had been 
commissioned by the Nazi Party, making it almost 
certainly a fabrication. If so, it was a fabrication 
Hitler himself went along with. 

An admittance of tolerating and even coexisting 
happily with Jews in his youth would have been 
damaging to his political image, and in Mein Karipf 
he made sure to paint a very different picture. He 
described how, as a youth, he had met a group of 


The Academy of Fine Arts in Vienna, which twice 
turmed down Hitler's application to attend 





Jews: "The revolting feature was that beneath their 
unclean exterior one suddenly perceived the moral 
mildew of the chosen race... Here was a pestilence, 
a moral pestilence, with which the public was 
being infected.” Offensive and ominous as these 
words may be, there is no evidence that Hitler had 
held views as extreme as this at such a young age. 
His hatred of the Jewish people appears to have 
developed later. 


An aimless path 

Money was tight in Vienna, but that owed much 
to the fact that Hitler was unwilling to find steady 
work. Manual labour in particular seemed to repel 


him, but he was once more bailed out by his family. 


After 1909 he began to get regular money from 
Paula, from their dead mother's estate. It was by no 
means a fortune, but the 80-100 Kronen per month 
was the equivalent to a modest salary in the civil 
service and Hitler no longer had to work at all. 

In 1913 he moved to Munich. He would later refer 
to Vienna as “the Babylon of races’, and claim that 
he was keen to escape its influences and live in 
Germany. If that hac truly been the case, however, 
it seems unlikely he would have stayed there for as 
long as seven years, 

His move may also have been intended to 
escape the draft in Austria, but he was soon forced 
to return to Vienna by German police. (There is a 
Tumour that he even lived in Liverpool tor a short 
period around this time.) Having apologised for 





The young Hitler 
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It was badly damaged during a bombing raid in 1945 


leaving the country, and having taken a medical, 
he was declared unfit to serve in the army and was 
allowed ta return to Munich. 

Hete, his art career took something of an upturn 
and he started to get commissions, including 
one from a judge and another frorm a pharmacist. 
Clearly his work was acceptable, but he seems to 
have had no high artistic goals. “I paint that which 
the people want to buy” he once confided. The 
advice from the Academy of Fine Arts, that he 
might be more cut out for a career as an architect, 
bears this out, There was little flair in his work and 
the more prosaic drawings of an architect may well 
have suited him better. 

In all, Hitler's early life had been mostly 
uneventful and marked by a lack of driving 
purpose, Such purpose would only come after his 
experiences in the war, but Hitler was unwilling 
to accept this version of his life story, and crafted 
another. In this rendition, the experiences in 
the “Babylon of Vienna’ had been instrumental 
in forming his weltanschauung, or world view. 
"During those years,” he wrote in Mem Kampf, "a 
view of life and a definite outlook on the world 
took shape in my mind. These became the granite 
basis of my conduct at that time. Since then I have 
extended that foundation only very little, and I 
have changed nothing in it. 

The truth was far less dramatic, but when it 
came to building his image for the German people, 
Hitler had little use for the truth. 
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A taste of war 





Written by David Foley | 


itler, like many young men in 1914, 

was excited by the prospect of war. A 
photograph from August 1914 apparently 
shows a young Hitler rejoicing in Munich 


there is a strong resemblance. 

In Mein Kampf, Hitler would claim to have 
seen the war as a chance to put right a lot of 
the ills of the world. He had been disgusted as a 
young man at the triumph of capitalism and the 
transformation of the world into “a mammoth 
department store”, This sort of business-oriented 
world sickened him and he longed to have been 
barn into an earlier age. 

As it was, he had been resigned to living his 
life “along peaceful and orderly lines” As far as 
his account can be beleved, he had been excited 
by the Boer War and the Russo-Japanese War, 
and was filled with joy when the assassination of 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand led to open conflict. 

Many of the men who shared his enthusiasm 
would change their opinions after their 
experiences in battle, especially in the trenches 


after the declaration of war. It is not certain 
that the picture is actually of the future Fuhrer, but 


of the Wester Front, but Hitler was destined for 
an easier war than most. Taking his place in the 
ranks of the List Regiment (so called because of its 
original commanding officer, Colonel Julius List), 
Hitler embarked on his six weelcs of basic training 
before he was sent to the front. 

It was a sobering experience. The first thing 
Hitler realised was that his enemies were not 
as weak as he had been led to believe. In one of 
the few examples where his later recollections in 
Men Kampf appear to be completely honest, he 
noted how this had given him a respect for the 
possibilities of propaganda. If this was indeed 
truthful, it was swimming in a sea of fabrications 
- Hitler and the Nazi Party were determined to 
depict his wartime experience in as favourable a 
light as possible. Merely doing his job competently 
(which he appears to have done) was not good 
enough. The Fuhrer needed to have been a war 
hero, so the past was rewritten once more, 

In battle at Ypres, Hitler witnessed the mass 
casualties that modern warfare generated. The 
List Regiment suffered heavy losses and this 
was directly responsible for Hitler's first and last 
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Making of a monster 


promotion. With new recruits flooding the regiment, 
men with experience, however limited, were pushed 
up the ranks. Hither was promoted to Private First 
Class in November 1914. He was then pulled out of 
the front lines to serve as a dispatch rider. 

It is easy to dismiss this as cushy job, but 
there was still danger involved. Hitler was spared 
the grinding experience of regular front-line 
duty, and generally did his work a comfortable 
distance behind the trenches, but it was not a safe 
environment In December 1914, he was one of a 
group of dispatch riders who carried a wounded 
officer off the battlefield, winning himself the Iron 
Cross in the process. 

The Nazi propaganda machine would later 
insist that this had been a solo act of courage, ancl 
Hitler showed a willingness to lie even during 
the wal, sometimes writing to acquaintances 
and describing involvement in actions where his 
regiment had not been engaged. Any testimony that 
ran counter to this was suppressed by the Nazis, 
but one regimental comrade did manage to write 
a newspaper article in 1932 in which he claimed 
that “the front experience of Private Hitler consisted 
more in the consumption of artificial honey and tea 
than of participation in any combat’ 

Comrades with good things to say about Hitler 
were hard to find, mostly hecause he was a loner, 
He would spend time with fellow dispatch riders 
but was not interested in cultivating friendships 
with the front-line soldiers. This would later 
present the Nazis with a problem, which they “aa BN 


circumvented in the 1920s by encouraging | 
regimental comrades to ‘Termember' favourable P . 
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civilian population when on leave. There were 





“The man who would later take hold of a 
nation made absolutely no applications for 
promotion during his service” 


rumours of sexual liaisons with both men and the autopsy cared out by the Russians after his 
women, including a story that he had got a young suicide, in reality his body was badly burned and 
woman pregnant, but there is nothing concrete to the autopsy is not generally trusted. 

back up these claims. Perhaps most interestingly, While recovering in hospital, Hitler later claimed 
he had no interest whatsoever in leadership. The that he was appalled at the number of Jews 

man who would later take hold of a nation made who were dodging service by either taking up 


absolutely no applications for promotion during his administration positions or feigning injuries more 
service and remained a Private First Class untilthe senous than they were. Once more, this appears 





end of the war. to have been a fabrication, concocted for the pages 

In October 1916 Hitler received proof that the of Mem Kampf and in any case it was grossly 
life of a dispatch rider was not without danger, in inaccurate - the Jewish community in Germany 
the form of a shell splinter that hit him in the lee actually suffered disproportionately high casualty 
while two miles behind the front lines. The wound Tates in combat. , ~ 
Was serious enough to require hospitalisation and By March 1917, he was back in action as a CAC Bec ne Bs 
a lengthy convalescence, but it is unlikely that dispatch rider and he soon won his second medal, peti davrmasnaee taal 
it actually halved his number of testicles, as the the Iron Cross Ist Class. This was not for any single right on the back row} 
popular song of World War II claimed - although act, but rather as recoenition for his lengthy service, eae viele 
this rumour was apparently confirmed following as the commendation made clear, He had played a 
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A taste of war 


SERVING GERMANY 


Although born an Austrian, Hitler had no doubts 
which country he wanted to fight for in the Great War 
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a part in the capture of a group of French soldiers, 
but the citation for his award mentioned that “as 

a dispatch runner he was a model of sangfroid 

and grit’. In an ironic twist, the officer who 
recommended Hitler for the medal was Jewish, but 
Hugo Gutmann was leaned on by the Nazis after 
the war to keep quiet about the episode. The party 
did not want anyone to know that Hitler had been 
on good terms with a Jewish officer. 

On 14 October 1918, as the war stageered to its 
conclusion, Hitler was gassed at 
Comines and was temporarily 
blinded. Interestingly, this appears 
to have been a psychological 
Teaction to the experience - his 
eyes weTe not actually damaged, 
although the mustard gas had 
burnt the skin around them. 
Despite this, Hitler's blindness 
appears to have been genuine 
and his doctor, Edmund 
Forster, employed psychological 
treatment. Explaining to Hitler 
how most people would be left 
permanently blind by such an 
injury, he added that exceptionally 
strong characters could will 
themselves to see again. Hitler 
apparently beheved this referred 
to him, and over the course of ten days his vision 
eradually returned. 

This moment of psychological weakness was 
too much for the Nazis to accept, and Dr Forster 
was leaned on so heavily to keep quiet about the 
incident that he eventually committed suicide. The 
suppression of this particular story, of course, only 
lends it credibility. 

Hitler's war service had been unexceptional, but 
he had performed his duties and been recognised 
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for that. This was not enough when it carne time 
to write his story. His recollections in Mein Kaniot 
focus on life in the front lines, of which he had 
only a brief experience. However, some of his 
comments ring true, such as the memory of how, 
after just four days in the trenches, the regiment 
had changed in outlook and even appearance. 
Teenagers, he remembered, now walked like 
erown men following their introduction to modern 
warfare. It also seems reasonable to take another 
af his comments at face value: “A 

feeling of harror replaced the 
| romantic fighting spirit” 

While Hitler recovered 
from his temporary blindness, 
the war ended, to his bitter 
disappointment. For most, it was 
a longed-for moment, but Hitler 
described it as "the frightful 
hour”. Defeat was bad enough, 
but he later claimed to have 
been particularly incensed by 
the way in which the war had 
been handled, especially in the 
held of propaganda, where he 
believed that French, British 
and American efforts had been 
far more effective. It was in 
this arena, rather than on the 
battlefield, that he saw the Germans as having 
been completely outclassed, and it was a lesson he 
would not forget. "More than once I was tortured by 
the thought that if Providence had put the conduct 
of German propaganda into my hands ... the 
outcome of the struggle might have been different,” 
he remembered. 

Just over 20 years after the end of World War I, 
he would be able to put that bold claim to the test, 
with ternfying results. 
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One of the most famous photographs of Eva and 
Hitler shows how close their relationship was 
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Hitler in love 





t was a Saturday morning when the body was 
found face down on the floor in the Munich 
apartment. A bullet wound near the 23-year- 
old's heart had killed her, and the 635mm 
Walther pistol lay on the sofa nearby. It had 
belonged to the man who owned the apartment 
-aman who was known across rermany and 
who was beginning to garner attention around the 
world. His name was Adolf Hitler, and the apparent 
suicide of his half-niece would change him forever 

The young woman was Geli Raubal, and she had 
been full of life. A music student, she was known 
amone Hitler's inner circle as an “enchantress" and 
a ‘princess’, and the burgeoning politician often had 
her on his arm at events, eager to show off his half- 
sister's daughter to all whe would pay attention. 
Neither had thought that their relationship would 
come to such an abrupt end - after all, their affair 
had started inconspicuously enough. 

When Hitler was 39, he rented a house in 
Obersalzberg, near Berchtesgaden in Bavaria, and 
asked his half-sister, Angela, to be his housekeeper. 
Angela obhged and brought her daughter, also 
called Angela but better known as Geli and in her 


late teens, with her. Hitler was a goner. Apparently 
head over heels in love with his halfniece, they 
became fast friends and constant companions. 
They took romantic walks in the Bavarian 
mountains hand in hand, ate at restaurants and 
even attended meetings together. It could have 
been a perfect love story if they hadn't been 
related, but that was the problem. Geli’s maternal 
erandfather was Hitler's father. That didn't seem 
to matter to Hitler, though - he was obsessed with 
this girl in her late teens. 

In 1929, Hitler moved back to Munich, taking a 
fat on Prinzregentenstrafse and bringing Geli along 
with him. The rumours of a telationship between 
the two of them skyrocketed, but neither party 
seemed to care for a while. Ernst Hanfstaengl, a 
close friend of Hitler's, commented that Geli was 
the “one woman in [Hitler's] lite who went some 
way towards curing his impotence’, and the pair 
seemed good together. Hitler enjoyed showing his 
half-niece off, and Geli didn’t mind the attention. 
The soon-to-be politician even encouraged his 
paramour to receive weapons training, and insisted 
that she carned a loaded pistol with her for 
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Making of a monster 


protection. Feeling like she was in a Western, Gell 
loved it, But what was lying underneath the surface 
of this seemingly loving relationship? 

Violence, jealousy, aggression and perhaps 
sadism were all part and parcel. According to 
both Hanfstaenel and Otto Strasser, Geli had 
complained about the strange and downright 
disgusting things she had been asked to do in the 
bedroom, and she was looking for a way out of 
Uncle Alf's grip. Hitler wouldn't let her see other 
people - although apparently that cidn't necessarily 
stop her when he was away. Rumours spread 
that she was sleeping with Emil Maurice, Hitler's 
chauffeur. They weren't far off the truth. Geli told 
her friend Henriette, daughter of Hitler's official 
photographer Heinrich Hoffmann, “Being loved is 
boring, but to love a man, you lcnow, to love him 

that's what life is about, And when you can love 
and be loved at the same time, it’s paradise.” She 
wasn't speaking of her uncle - those words were all 
about Maurice. 

But there were other whispers around Munich 
about what Gell was up to. Some evidence suggests 
that she was in a relationship with a man in 
Vienna, anc that she planned to meet him there 
and they were to marry until Hitler put a stop to it, 
apparently with the support of his half-sister, Gelrs 
mother, Some said that the man was a Jew, and 
that she was pregnant with his child. In fact, the 
day before Geli's body was found, that was what 
Hitler and Gelr's latest argument had been about. 

“You say you have to go to Vienna? Is it to see 
that filthy Jew, the one who claims to be a singing 
teacher? Is that it? Have you been seeing him 
secretly again? Have you forgotten I forbade you to 
have anything to do with him? Tell me the truth 
how, Why do you want to go to Vienna?” Hitler 
had roared. Geli's response was simple: “I have 
to go to Vienna, Uncle Alf, because I'm going to 
have a baby. 

Blazing tows werent out of the ordinary for the 
pair - the neighbours didn't bat an eyelid. Hitler 
left for Hamburg that evening, off on the campaign 
trail, and Gell was desperate. She couldnt leave, not 
with both her uncle and her mother so vehemently 
against the idea, but staying was torturous. 

Residents in neighbouring flats apparently heard 
a short cry that evening, but they thought nothing 
of it. Why would they? The terrible truth would be 
uncoveted the next moming when Georg Winter, 
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Geli poses with two of Hitler's dogs 
in front of Berchtesgaden, where they 
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the husband of the housekeeper, found the door to 

the room locked, He opened it with a screwdriver, 

only to find the 23-year-old, once so vivacious, face 
down on the floor. Near her was an unfinished 
letter addressed to someone in Vienna, detailing 
how she would meet them there. Only she would 
never make it 

Geli's death is still a mystery today. Hac she 
killed herself, as everyone believed? Nazi spin 
doctors came out in force claiming that she had 
lalled herself because she was Nervous about 
an upcoming music recital, but she was erven 
a Catholic funeral, a rite that was denied to 
those who committed suicide, anc was buried 
at the Zentralfmedhof Cemetery in Vienna on 23 
September 1931, And why would she start writing a 
letter saying she'd meet someone in Vienna, only to 
end her life halfway through? 

There are some who saw her death as an 
accident - perhaps she had been playing with her 
uncle's pistol when it suddenly 
went off, the bullet tearing into 
her chest. Maybe in the shock 
@ she had thrown it onto the sofa 

| before sinking to the ground, 

; her life slipping away from her. 
A few people came up with the 
idea that a jealous woman hadl 

" come into the flat during the 

night, hellbent on killing her 

the Nazi Party was particularly 
keen on this story. 

Hitler was away that might, 
eee but that didn't stop rumours 
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spreading that he had done it. He just couldn't 

let Geli go to Vienna, or have the baby she was 
supposed to be carrying. Others claimed that he 
had hired someone to murder her and make it look 
like an accident. 

Whatever the truth, the aftermath of her death 
was certainly shady. Geli's body was taken for an 
autopsy but disappeared out of a side door and was 
shipped off to Vienna with no questions asked. 
The corpse was gone before the Monday morning 
papets. If Hitler's political career was to gather 
speed, he needed the scandal of a woman dying 
under his roof to shrink away into the background, 

But despite public appearances, Hitler was 
distraught. Geli's death left him heartbroken 
was a hole in his life where the vivacious and 
confident young woman had been. After seeing her 
face splashed across every newspaper, he couldn't 
bear it any more and so headed to an isolated 
cottage on the shore of Tegernsee, Bavaria. There 
he ranted and raved to Rudolf Hess, yelling about 
how his political career was over and that his life 
was no longer worth living. According to one story, 
Hess had to grab a pistol out of his friend's hand 
before he lalled himself. 

Geli may not have been Hitler's first infatuation, 
and certainly not the first of his lovers to attempt 
suicide (although very little is known about these 
earlier women), but it was her death that affected 
him the most, with some even blaming it for some 
of Hitler's darker policies. Nonetheless, time heals 
most wounds, and Hitler would soon move on. 

It just so happened that his next love would be 
someone he had alreacty met. 
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UNITY MITFORD 


A Brit known for her support of fascism, Unity was delighted 
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had a sexual relationship - some claim they did, while others 
state that Unity was jealous of Eva - but Hitler extolled 
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Making of a monster 


In 1929, Heinrich Hoffmann had a young 
assistant in his stuclio. Just 1%, she was a keen 
worker and eager to please as both an assistant 
and a model. Then, one November day, Eva Braun's 
life changed forever, There at the door of the 
photography studio was a man who was introduced 
as ‘Herr Wolf’, and the rest, as they say, was history. 

It's impossible to know much about the early 
years of their relationship as all of Hitler's personal 
correspondence was burned the week before his 
death in 1945. What we can infer, though, is that 
she became jealous - after all, she was only I? and 
the man she wanted was obsessed with another 
woman: Geli. His half-niece took up his spare 
time, but that didn’t stop Eva from flirting with 
Hitler, anc he brought her gifts when he visited the 
photography studio, and even sometimes took her 
to the opera. 

In 1930, things seemed to be going Eva's way. 
Hitler invited her to dinners at Osteria Bavaria, 
his favourite restaurant, along with others from 
his inner circle, and it's thought that while Hitler 
was jealous of the company Geli was keeping, 
the feeling may have been mutual. Theirs was a 
strange, mixed-up relationship, after all. The man 
who was showering her with affection - however 
grotesque his bedroom requests may have heen - 
was shifting his attention to a girl just one or two 
years her junior. 

Hitler's ‘type’ was clear - he once commented: 

"A girl of 18 to 20 is as malleable as wax. It should 
be possible for a man... to stamp his own imprint 
on her. That's all the woman asks for.” He didn't 
like girls who argued with him, or who were more 
intelligent than him, and with both of his main 
relahonships being with girls in their late teens 
and early 20s, it certainly seems that dominance 
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“With both of his main relationships being with 
girls in their late teens and early 20s, it certainly 
seems that dominance was important to him” 


was important to him. At the beginning, Geli didn't 
resist, and neither did Eva. 

After Geli's death it seemed as though Hitler 
would never be able to get over her. Her room in 
Munich was never touched while the dictator lived, 
and his grief was deep and real. But it dicn't last for 
long. Eva, still living in Munich, was about to turn 
20, and she was eager to grow up. She spent her 
nights at cafes, mghtchibs and the cinema, staying 
out until the early morning, She was enjoying 
everything the city had to offer, but there was just 
one problem - she was still obsessed with Hitler. 

Eva never let up in her flirting, and eventually 
it paid off. An invitation to the Troubadour, one of 
Hitler's favourite cafes, turned into more nights at 
the opera. Then it was a full-blown affair - or so we 
think. Any primary evidence of their relationship 
- letters, documents, photographs - were destroyed 
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On 31 December 19-45, the Daily Pees eon | 
a main story on Hitler's marriage to Eva 


in 1945, so figuring out what happened has been a 
lot of guesswork and interviews with Hitler's inner 
circle after the war. For instance, it's unclear if their 
relationship had a sexual element or not (although 
Eva's biographer claims they were definitely 
sexually active), and we'll never know just how 
emotionally attached they were to one another. 

What we do know, however, is that while Eva 
didn't hike to take money from her lover, she 
did end up with a house in Munich, as well as 
apartments at the Berghof and the Old Reich 
Chancellery. We also know that she wasn't a 
member of the Nazi Party, although she must 
have agreed with their ideas as she has been 
photographed at at least one rally. 

But the relationship did cause one problem. 
Hitler had a very specific image that he had 
cultivated, and that was one of a lonesome and 
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Eva was used to posing for the camera, but 
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closed doors as Hitler gained more power 
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fod-like man who had sacrificed his personal life 
for the good of his country. He was married to the 
Fatherland, not a #0-something-year-old Bavarian. 
As such, they were never seen together in public, 
Hardly any pictures were taken of the two of them 
together, unless they were away from the public 
eye in places like the Berghof. 

The Eva we remember today was a happy, 
blonde-haired girl who enjoyed the frivolous things 
in life, but her diary spins another story. The only 
part that survives covers 6 February to 28 May 
1935, But it tells the tale of a woman who had 
erven everything to the man she loved, only to 
receive nothing in return. It tore her apart, and she 
spiralled deeper and deeper into despair. Leaving 
Hitler wasn't an option - as far as we know, it didn't 
even occur to her - but she saw another way out. 

It wasn't the first time that Eva had attempted 
suicide - there had been an attempt in 1932, 
although the event had been covered up - but the 
seriousness of the situation cannot be understated. 
Eva was Clearly reaching the end of her patience 
with Germany's chancellor, and it seemed as 
though the overdose of sleeping pills provided a 
Wake-up call for him. They becarne closer, even 
though Hitler disapproved of her smoking and 
use of make-up. 

Eva stayed away from politics, which suited 
Hitler just fine - he had never wanted a woman to 
interfere with his work. However, since the end of 
World War IT there has been some discussion about 
just how much the Fuhrer's mistress knew about 
the policies and atrocities that took place under 
Nazi rule. Did she know about the Holocaust? Did 
she realise what was going on in Germany and 
beyond? Regardless, her loyalty to her lover was 
absolute, even when their final test came 





Hitler in love 


As Berlin crumbled around him, Hitler and his 
inner circle took refuge in the Fihrerbunker under 
the Reich Chancellery. There they commanded 
the final weeks and days of the war effort as the 
Soviets closed in on the city. Hitler had ordered 
Eva to leave Berlin, make a break for freedom, but 
she refused. Instead, she joined the Fihrer in his 
underground hideout, unwilling to leave him, even 
at the cost of her own life. 

In the early hours of 29 April 1945, Eva's dream 
was finally realised - she married the man she 
loved as they sheltered from the enemy. The 
ceremony was conducted by Walther Wagner, 

a minor official from the Propaganda Ministry, 
with the marriage certificate signed by Joseph 
Goebbels and Martin Bormann. It was a reward for 
Eva's near-unwavering loyalty, and as she signed 
the marriage document, she wrote “Eva B" before 
crossing it out and writing “Eva Hitler, born Braun’. 

The intent had always been that the newlyweds 
would die in a double suicide after the wedding: 
Hitler wrote in his will that “at her [Eva's] own 
desire she goes as my wife with me into death", 
They had one day together as man and wife 
before they made their way to their private room. 
There, they took cyanide, and the Fuhrer shot 
himself in the head with a “65mm Walther pistol, 

Eva had made it clear that she would follow 
her lover to the ends of the Earth, and she did so. 
Hitler hacl a pull on her, no matter how toxic their 
relationship may have been in the beginning, or 
indeed at all. What did matter was that they left the 
world together, believing in the dream of the Third 
Reich. But it does make one wonder - if Geli had 
still been alive, would it have been her lying next 
to the Fuhrer? Hitler's hold over these two women 
was extraordinary, even if it was for the worse. 


pW OPP U AB aD 
QUESTION 


Historians have speculated about Hitler's sexuality 
for years, but where's the evidence? 
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Making of a monster 





DEVELOPING A 





CREDO 





It took time for Hitler to build 
the belief system that would 
carry him to power 


itler's political behefs had been largely 

invisible prior to World War I. Now, in 

the apocalyptic atmosphere of post-war 

Germany, he took on board a number of 

influences and assembled a personal belie! 
system that was often as chaotic as the world 
around him. In Mem Karpfhe would claim to 
have had clear opinions at a much earlier stage, 
but in reality he was a bewildered figure in the 
Immediate aftermath of the conflict. Certainty 
would come later, and even then there would be 
little or no originality to his thinking. 

Even before the war ended, Germany was 
falling into crisis. A socialist republic was set up in 
Bavana on & November 1918, and two days later 
the kaiser abdicated. Hitler had been badly shaken 
by the German surrender, later claiming he felt 
that the country had been betrayed by its leaclers, 
not let down by its soldiers. “Was it for this the 
soldiers died?" he asked, rhetorically. “Has all this 
been done in order to enable a gang of despicable 
criminals to lay hands on the Fatherland?" He 
would assert that he blamed Jews and Bolsheviks 
for the betrayal, but his opinions had actually not 


yet developed as the war drew to a close. They 
would form in the years that followed. 

Friedrich Ebert, leader of the Social Democrats, 
brought stability to the nation by dealing with the 
army and the trade unions, but it was precarious. 
The Spartacist rising in early January 1919, two 
weeks before scheduled elections, was organised 
by the KPD, the German Communist Party. War 
veterans formed Freikorps to resist the attempted 
revolution and while it was suppressed, it did prove 
that brutality could win in politics as well as on 
the battlefield, anc Hitler duly took note. He didn't 
join the Freikorps, but remained in the army for 18 
months alter the war. 

A left-wing Revolutionary Republic had been 
established in Munich immediately after the 
war, headed by Kurt Eisner. His assassination 
in February 1919 (by right-wing extremists) 
created a power vacuum that the communists 
quickly moved to fill, establishing a Soviet 
Republic. Remarkably, given his later hatred 
for the Bolsheviks, Hitler acted in support of 
this communist body. He was elected as a 
Tepresentative by one of the soldier councils 
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Developing a credo 



































Ernst Rohm, leader of the 
Sturmabteilung, the brutal 
enforcers of the Nazi Party 


to the Jews as an “alien race” and claimed that 
“their dance around the golden calf is becoming 
a merciless struggle for all those possessions we 


prize most highly on Earth’. 


Soldier to politician 


At the same time there was lingering bitterness 
among former soldiers, encapsulated in the ‘stab in 
the back’ myth, which held that the fighting men 
had been betrayed by the politicians at home and 


had not actually been defeated. 
Prominent in the support of this, 
unsurprisingly, was the tormet 
commander-in-chief, Erich 
Ludendorff, whe added the belief 
that Jewish conspirators were 
manoeuvring in the backeround 
to provoke a second great conflict 
for their own ends. 

Still in the army at the end 
of 1919, Hitler found himself 
reporting on the activities of 
the German Workers’ Party. But 
when he attended a meeting, 
he couldn't resist getting drawn 
inte the debate that followed and 
turned heads with the power of 
his speaking. “My God,” the party 


leader, Anton Drexler, is reported as saying, “what 
a gob he's got!” Drexler was so impressed he asked 
Hitler to join the organisation that would morph 


inte the Nazi Party. 


Though not there at the actual birth of the 
organisation, Hitler made out that he had been 
very close to it, claiming to have been given a 
membership number of seven. In actual fact, he 
was the 55th person to join the party, but his 
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membership card quoted 555, in an attempt to 
make it seem like the party was rowing more 
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Developing a credo 


quickly than it actually was. By January 1920 he 
was addressing crowds of thousands, and he was 
clearly a man on the rise. By now drawing on 


dubious scientific ‘evidence’, Hitler believed that 
the Aryan race was superior to all others. The basic 
principals of Nazism were in place. 





An early photo of Hitler 
from around 1922-1923 


Having transformed into the National Socialist 
German Workers’ Party in early 1920, Hitler himself 
wrote its 25-point policy document and modified 
the swastika design into the party logo. His rise 


Was now unstoppable. He did 
not become the official leader of 
the Nazi Party until July 1921, but 
was the most important figure in 
the movement long before then, 
captivating large crowds with his 
hate-filled speeches. 

Hitler had learned important 
lessons from the war and from 
his political experiences so far. A 
strong message was important, 
but a strong arm was equally so. 
Necessary to silence critics at 
meetings and cultivate an air of 
strength and menace, the Nazi 
Party was employing its own 
security forces by the end of 191 
in the form of the Sturmabteilung. 


With many war veterans among them, some of 
whom hacl fought in the trenches, the brown- 
shirted paramilitary force became the scourge of 


the communists and anyone else who dared raise a 


voice against Hitler and his party. 

The Nazis now had a credo that played well 
to the masses, building on the bitterness and 
disillusionment of the post-war years. They also 
had a charismatic leader and the will to act with 
brutality against their opponents. The stage was set 
for their first grab for power. 
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The basic Nazi ideology was spelled out in 
1920, with Hitler its pnmary architect 


Hither unveiled his 25 points - a mix of 
racist theories, extreme nationalism 
and even some socialist elements - at 
a meeting on 24 February 1920. The 
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Making of a monster 


encouraged by the Munich Soviet Republic and he 
cooperated with the communists in this role 
However, the experument was short-lived. An 
ad hoc army of some 30,000 coalesced to bring it 
down, once more with great brutality. The lesson 
had been repeated - political power could not be 
maintained without physical strength 
Following this brief flirtation with the left, Hitler 
veered quickly to the right, and he was about to he 
exposed to a number of influences that would have 
a profound effect on his early political views. 


Nationalism rising 


Showing an interest for the first time in something 
other than art or onera, Hither became a vocal 
attendant at lectures on economics and politics at 
the university in Munich. Their basic message was 
generally the same, with blame for the state of the 
nation being placed on the Jews and the Bolsheviks 
Having been made an instruction officer by the 
army, he also taught soldiers, many of whom were 
prisoners of war returning home after captivity 
Hitler embraced the rhetorec and discovered, both 
through his contributions to discussions after 
lectures and through his own teaching, that he had 
a flair for oratory, “Tl was now able to confirm what | 
had hitherto mostly felt,” he later recalled, “namely, 
that | had a talent for public speaking 

The Treaty of Versailles piled more misery and 
shame on Germany. The country was greatly 
weakened by the loss of millions of citizens in 
ceded territory. Colonies, the navy and the air force 
were all forfeited, and Germany had to agree to the 
war guilt clause”, meaning it shouldered the blame 
for starting the conflict. Hither was angered at the 
harshness of the terms, but he also knew what great 
propaganda value it could offer 
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It took wears for Hither to mould the Nazi 
Party into his desired image. bul once / 
| he did it became a terrifying force 
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Inside the mind of Hitler 





| tis natural, when considering a character as 
complex as Hitler, to wonder what was going 
on inside his head. Attempts to get into the 
mind of the Fulhrer have been driven by various 
motivations. There is the idea that, if we could 
only understand him, we might prevent others 
from following in his footsteps. Before and during 
the war, there was a need arnong the Allies to 
know exactly what they were dealing with, and 

a better understanding of his motivations and 
impulses would have been beneficial. Finally, 
simple intellectual curiosity is a valid reason for 
trying to understand what made Hitler tick. 

All of the motivations, however, come up against 
one simple problem. It is extremely difficult (some 
would say impossible) to analyse a personality 
without extensive time spent in direct conversation 
with that person. Nobody was able to get Hitler 
onto a psychiatrist's couch, so attempts to draw a 
picture of his mental state inevitably involve a lot of 
supposition and guesswork. This sort of approach is 
directly opposed to the way historians are trained 
to tackle their subject, so an entirely new form of 
history was created to fill the need. 


What was poing on inside Hitler's 
mind has fascinated and fightened 
the world in equal measure 




























The term ‘psychohistory was first used by Enk 
Erikson in 1958, but the concept wasn't new. As the 
theory developed into the 1970s, it encountered 
resistance from the tradinional academic world. 
Attempting to explain an action due to deep-seated 
psychological factors is difficult and many believed 
that historians were simply not equipped to do it. 

Many facets of history, however, would benefit 
ereatly from an effective means of looking inside 
the minds of the people making the big decisions. 
All aspects of human life have a psychological 
element, but certain arenas are especially 
influenced. Foreign policy, for instance, is directly 
linked to psychology - brinkmanship, risk-threat 
analyses and interactions with foreign powers are 
heavily influenced. At its pinnacle is the concept of 
nuclear deterrent, in which a nation or individual 
needs to convince an opponent that there is an 
iron will to use weapons of mass destruction, while 
at the same time reassuring that rival that it isn't 
about to happen without provocation 

The field of psychohistory often involved 
a collaboration, which was an admission 
that no historian could tackle this without 
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courting disaster. A partnership of historian and 
psychoanalyst could tackle both sides of the 
equation and potentially reach useful conclusions. 

Before this was formalised into a firm concept, 
one of the most famous analyses ever undertaken 
took place. In 1945, the Office of Strategic Services 
(the OSS, forerunner of the CLA) decided that a 
psychological profile of Hitler would be of great 
benefit. His leadership style was often puzzling, 
his decisions regularly baffling. Lf the Allies could 
understand how he thought, and make realistic 
assessments of how he might act in the future, it 
would help bring the war to a conclusion, or to at 
least predict what Hitler might do next. 

Walter C Langer, a psychiatrist, was tasked with 
producing the report, which was designated ‘OSS 
Report, 138°. It looked into Hitler's background, 
drawing on every scrap of information that could 
be found on the Fuhrer, including interviews with 
associates and former acquaintances, as well as 
others who had been near to Hitler during his rise 
to power. There was time pressure on the project, 
and it was actually presented in the form of a 
first draft - there had been no time for revision or 
editing. The report was then largely forgotten, and 
was not declassified until 1968. An edited version 
was published, in 19°72, as The Mind OF Adal? Hitler: 
The Secret Wartime Report, and was hailed as a 
breakthrough study. 

Langer had enlisted three psychoanalysts to 
help with his work (doctors Henry A Murray, Ernst 
Kris and Bertram D Lewin). Together they first 
compiled a sourcebook of the available evidence, 
which ran to almost a thousand pages. From this, 
they distilled the information and drew conclusions 
where possible. Where conclusions could not be 
drawn, the researchers speculated. 


“Hitler, Waite argued, was plagued by guilt and 
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doubt, which drove him to his most extreme 


acts and made him unconsciously crave failure” 


The book was structured to present the data 
from a series of viewpoints: how Hitler viewed 
himself, how the German people viewed him, 
and so on. It also delved into the deeper, darker 
elements of his psyche to consider his sexuality 
and motivations, before finally offering a brief 
assessment of how nis reign might end. 

The first conclusion of the team was that Hitler 
was convinced of his own greatness, even as he 
stood on the verge of disaster. Various sources were 
quoted to back up this judgement, including direct 
statements from Hitler himself, such as: “I cannot 
be mistaken. What I do and say is historical." 

Hitler also had a firm grasp of the importance 
of his legacy. He craved achieving a level of 
immortality by becoming so important that he 
could never be forgotten. Everything he oversaw, 
from buildings to armies, needed to be the most 


impressive ever created. He is believed to have 
made plans for a grand mausoleum, standing 700 
feet high, and did not see death as the end of his 
story. “l know how to keep my hold on the people 
after | have passed on,” he was quoted as saying. 
"My life shall not end in the mere form of death. 
It will, on the contrary, begin then.” He spoke of 
passing the leadership mantle on to a successor, 
sometime in the 1950s. 

This section of the report's analysis was directly 
contradicted by another study. The psychohistorian 
RGL Waite drew dramatically different conclusions 
from the same evidence in the 1970s. According 
to Waite, Hitler had no concept of handing over 
power [oO a Successor, NOT was he convinced of 
his own greatness. In fact, he was plagued by 
euilt and doubt, which is what drove him to his 
most extreme acts. By repeatedly emphasising 
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Walter C Langer believed Hitler tapped into an alternate 
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Inside the mind of Hitler 


HITLER AND HIS MOTHER 


The Fuhrer's relationship with his mother may have 


been deeper and darker than suspected 
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his worthiness in speeches, Waite argued, Hitler 
was actually betraying the fact that he was far 
from convinced. The same was revealed by his 
vitriolic attacks on those deemed unworthy, 
notably the Jews and Bolsheviks. 

This guilt, Waite contended, led Hitler to 
unconsciously crave failure, as if he deserved 
it. A pattern can certainly be seen in Hitler's life 
- his failure to apply himself at scheal, his refusal 
to work harder for his second application to the 
art academy, his lamentable lack of planning for 
the Beer Hall Putsch, All suggest a selfsaboteur 
at work, and these instances pale in comparison 
with his failure to destroy the 
British army at Dunkirk, his gree 
failure to subdue the Royal Air 
Force and invade Britain and his 
opening of an offensive against 
the Soviet Union on almost the 
exact same day that Napoleon 
had launched his own. 

Coupled with this seeking out 
of defeat, according to Waite, was 
a preeccupation with suicide. At 
frequent times in his life, Hitler 
appears to have been suicidal, or 
at least to have threatened it if his 
plans did not work out. Finally, of 
course, he took this drastic action 
after securing failure on a scale 
even he could be impressed by. 

lf Waite’s interpretation can be 
accepted, then where did this guilt 
come from? The assertion made 
was that it was Hitler's fear that he was actually 
of Jewish descent. There were rumours (largely 
disproved, but Hitler may have snll been worried 
about their possible truth) that his grandfather 
had been Jewish. 

Waite's ultimate conclusion was highly 
disturbing. He suggested that Hitler's violent 
anti-Semitism might have stemmed directly 
from this fear of his own perceived Jewish heritage. 
In seeking to make it clear that he was not a Jew, 
he was driven to the depths of inhumanity. 








Waite did agree with the OSS report in one 
area, however - that Hitler was perverse and self- 
destructive, sexually. In Langer's original work, 
he went to great lengths to explain his deductions 
on this subject. Yet the problem facing researchers 
Was a total lack of evidence to support such a 
claim. All of the acquaintances interviewed, or 
whose testimony could be consulted, insisted there 
was either nothing unusual about Hitler's sexuality, 
or that he was simply not interested in sex at all. 

The lack of information led Langer to make 
an extraordinary assertion - that the actions of 
patients with “behaviour patterns, tendencies and 

sentiments” similar to Hitler's 
» could be studied as proxies in 
order to learn about him. The 
belief among those working on 
the report was that Hitler was 
‘a Neurotic psychopath bordering 
on schizophrenia’. By looking at 
other patients who fell into this 
categorisation, they asserted, 
broad claims could be made 
about Hitler himself 

This led to the least convincing 
section of the report, in which 
one supposition was piled on top 
of another to get to a conclusion 
of Hitler's perversity that had no 
backing in terms of evidence. 
Despite this, it was later quoted 
as fact by Waite. 

More persuasive, but still highly 
speculative, was Langer’s attempt 
to get to the heart of Hitler's psyche - his ability 
to make the most appallingly brutal decisions. A 
troubled childhood was an obvious element to look 
for, but Hitler was tight-lipped about his past and 
gave only banal snippets of detail in Mein Kampf 
Langer chose to interpret a passage in this book 
as autobiographical, and deduced that Hitler had 
experienced a violent childhood at the hands of 
an abusive father. This has since been discredited, 
but supplied a plausible background for a boy E 
who would grow up to become a genocidal leader. 
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Hitler was also characterised as having two 
personalities, which Langer explicitly likened 
to Jekyll and Hyde. As Hitler, he was sensitive, 
indecisive and weak. As the Fuhrer, he was 
decisive, bold, hard-headed and completely blind 
to moral or ethical considerations. Associates of 
Hitler spoke of shockingly sudden mood swings, 
including violent temper tantrums that could 
appear out of nowhere. Langer asserted that Hitler 
could switch between chatacters at will, depending 
on which would suit his purpose. The theory fits 
with descriptions of Hitler's speech-making, which 
repeatedly featured hesitant, stumbling openings 
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Hitler's forceful personality 
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“Langer likened him to Jekyll and Hyde. 


As Hitler, he was sensitive and weak. As the 
Fuhrer, he was bold and ethically blind" 


before he got into his stride and started to unleash 

his powerful, hypnotic and hate-filled rhetoric, 
Hermann Rauschning, a former Nazi Party 

member who fled to America in 1936 and became 

a critic of the Nazis, was quoted as saying: “He 

is languid and apathetic by nature and needs 

the stimulus of nervous excitement to rouse him 

out of chronic lethargy to a spasmodic activity” 
The Fuhrer character was, therefore, a fake, 

a fabrication, [t was an “exaggerated and distorted 

conception of masculinity as Hitler sees it’, in 

Langer's words. The fact that the German people 

believed in the fabrication made it easier for 

Hitler to be convinced By his own deception. 
simply writing this off as insanity, Langer 

argued, would achieve nothing Gn any event, 

his colleagues all agreed that Hitler was not insane 

in the conventionally understood meaning of the 

word), Considering him to just be evil, or the devil 

incamate, was too simplistic and would not help 


those who had to deal with him. At the same time, 


simply removing Hitler from power would achieve 
nothing, because “the madness of the Fuhrer has 
become the madness of a nation’. 


The report also dismissed the notion that 
Hitler was in some way obsessed with astrology, 
claiming there was no evidence to support this 
(although a similar lack of evidence had not 
silenced the report's dubious theories regarding 
Hitler's sexuality), There were, however, intriguing 
instances when Hitler drew on passages in the 
Bible. Whether this was deliberate or not was 
unclear - Hitler was explicit in his wishes not to 
be treated as a god, but he did not object when 
people did so anyway. His words were often 
strikingly similar, if not exactly the same, as Biblical 
texts. This was especially apparent when he was 
addressing young people, such as members of the 
Hitler Youth movement, and they clearly suggest 
a depth of knowledge about the Bible. 

In seeking to shed light on how to deal with 
him, the report made an interesting assertion, 
Hitler, according to Langer, understood Churchill 
and Stalin, and therefore was not afraid of them. 
Roosevelt, on the other hand, was puzzling to him, 
and his decisions unpredictable. Consequently, 
Hitler respected and feared the American president, 
but felt he could easily handle Churchill and Stalin. 
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Worryingly, there appeared to be no end in sight 
to Hitler's destructive rule. In fact, it was destined 
to get worse. Plagued by irrational fears about 
his health and paranoia about plots against him 
(which would be borne out), Hitler's world was 
becoming increasingly small Langer concluded. 
He would compen: d bigger 
plans anc projects, ‘but they eal bri ing him ne 
comfort, so he would be driven to attempt ev 
more. Where this would end was plain to see by 
the time the report was written. Germany was 
heading for defeat, but how Hitler himself would 
meet that defeat was of vital importance 

The final section of the report briefly outlined 
the possibilities surrounding Hitler's downfall. 

He might go insane or be assassinated. He might 
choose to personally lead his armies in a final 
hopeless offensive (which could make him a heroic 
martyr) Most likely, however, was the final option 
considered. ‘he Fuhrer might commit suicide. 

Having shown great perception in judging this 
the most likely outcome, however, Langer went on 
to pet the rest of his prediction Badly wrong. “In 
all probability,” he wrote, “it would not be a simple 
suicide, He has much too much of the dramatic for 
that.” A flamboyant suicide would “establish the 
Hitler legend so firmly in the minds of the German 


people that it might take generations to eradicate it” 


Hitler's eventual suicide was a grubby and 
undramatic act, a mixture of poison and pistol in 
an underground bunker. There would be no heroic 
ending. Although Hitler's legacy remains with us, 
there is no feeling of reverence in the hearts of 
the people that he led te such utter destruction, 
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Hitler was haunted by a suspicion 
that his father was half-Jewish 
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order that Jewish households were 


not allowed to employ German female 


: servants younger than 45, He also 
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birthplace, to make way for an artillery 
range (when other equally suitable 
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planned and almost cost Hitler his life 


THE NAZI BIBLE 


Va =|] =e) le A LT eel ge a 
controversial books of all time 


THE RISE OF EVIL: HITLER 
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his quest to restore German ‘greatness’ 
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A remarkable stroke of fortune sealed the fate of a Nazi 
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NIGHT OF THE LONG 
KNIVES 
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supremacy and left at least 85 dead 


FORGING THE NAZI STATE 


How Hitler developed the concept of ‘gleichschaltung’ 
to consolidate absolute power 


HITLER'S WAR ON ART 
Inside the 193? exhibition of ‘degenerate art’ that the 
Nazis loved to hate 


THE ROAD TO GENOCIDE 


Hitler's plans for the Jews evolved from random 
persecution to a prophecy for total annihilation... 
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The Beer Hall Putsch 
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he early 1920s was a turbulent time in The communists, of course, had already failed in 
Germany, and the nation’s political parties earlier, smaller scale bids for power, but the Nazis 
were no exception. Brutality was the order still viewed them as a threat. 
of the day, anc as the Nazi Party's notoriety The success of the revolution in Russia just 
prew, it became increasingly willing to use a few years previous was In Many ways an 
Violence as a tool. inspiration - it proved that the political system 
Carefully selected events kept the party in the could be overturned by direct and aggressive 
public eye, such as a march on German National action. However, it was also a warning of how 
Day in Coburg, in October 1922. Ageression and the Bolsheviks could grab hold of a country with 
confrontation were always welcome - in fact they decisive action. Equally beguiled by the success of 
were sought out as a means of raising awareness the communists and afraid that they might repeat 
of the party. The time was coming, however, when — that success in Germany, the Nazis were pushed 
Violence would need to serve a higher purpose. In towards premature action. The outcome was nearly 
a tense atmosphere caused by hundreds of political fatal for them. 
assassinations after the end of the war, someone In Italy, the rise of Benito Mussolini provided a 
would soon need to make a move - it was just a more hopeful model for the Nazis. Hitler spole in 
question of who would strike first. elowing terms of the “great man beyond the Alps’, g 
The moderate centre of German politics was but the time was not yet right. The Nazi Party EB 
being increasingly drowned out by the extremism was still small, although it was growing, and as it g 
of the left and right wings. It was expected that dithered over whether to act, outside events took £ 
one or the other would attempt to seize power centre stage when the German economy collapsed. = 
= soon, and the Nazis were aware that if they left it France declared that Germany was not . 
Ue ee De eee CTL too late to make their bid for control of the country, paying its war debts and occupied the Ruhr as a £ 
ciate iad sahil essed chitin the communists might beat them to the punch. response. There was uproar in Germany, and Hitler 5 
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hise to power 


deliberately targeted his strongest criticism not at 
the French, but at the German politicians who had 
allowed the terms of the Treaty of Versailles to be 
Imposed upon the nation. 

With the Ruhr cut off from the rest of the 
country, the economy was plunged into meltdown. 
Hyperinflation destroyed the value of German 
currency and the country slipped into turmoil as 
unemployment soared, By November 1923, the 
mark was trading against the US dollar at the 
scarcely credible ratio of 4.2 trillion to one. In this 
atmosphere it was ever more likely that one of the 
extremist parties would try to capitalise. and the 
Nazis finally decided that they couldn't afford to 
wait any longer. 

The first steps were taken with the formation 
of the German Combat League, a collaboration of 
right-wing extremists including the Sturmabteilung 
and the White Russian-led Aufbau Vereinigung 
(Organisation for Reconstruction} movement, 
among others. Initially led by Ernst Rohm, it was 
ready to act when the time came. 
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“As he started the march towards Odeonsplatz, 
the largest square in Munich, he was supported 


by about 2,000 members of the Combat League” ; ™ 








That time was drawing near, as Hitler spoke 
openly about an uprising. The authorities were 
aware that some sort of coup was likely to erupt 
and made efforts to keep a closer watch on the 
activihes of the Nazi Party, ordering Gustav Ritter 
von Kahr to attend meetings and report back on the 
mood of the organisation. 


Planning a putsch 


Kahr, the former prime minister of Bavaria, was 
an extremist himself, and he actually supported 
the idea of a coup led by the army - General Hans 
von Seeckt was heading up a group of disgruntled 
officers who were considering a move, However, 
Kahr was no supporter of the Nazis, although he 
favoured the right over the communists. He had 
met and been unimpressed by Hitler, and he saw 
the Nazis as potentially getting in the way of his 
favoured muilttary coup. He therefore had complex 
motivations, but could be relied upon to report back 
if he learned anything of interest. 

But however dedicated Kahr was to his job, he 
missed the most important piece of information 
that was floating around at the time: a date had 
been set for an uprising. The anniversary of the 1918 
revolution, 9 November, was selected and planning 
was in full swing. Hitler now had some familiar 
hames in his entourage - Rudolf Hess and Hermann 
Goring had joined Rohm at the heart of the party 
- and together they planned for the uprising that 
would become known as the Beer Hall Putsch. 

The planning process left much to be desired. 
Based mainly on an optimistic assessment of how 
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the country would react to an uprising, the Nazis 
failed to adequately assess the most important 
element - whether or not they could count on the 
support of the army. Without the backing of the 
military, or at least a significant part of it, they had 
little to no chance of sparking a revolution. 

Perhaps the presence of the old general Erich 
Ludendorff, a member of the conspiracy, convinced 
the Nazis that army support would follow, but 
it Was a dangerous gamble to take. It was not as 
if there had been no warning of the danger of 
failing to secure large-scale military support. A 
1920 putsch led by General Walther von Luttwitz 
and Wolfgang Kapp had failed despite having the 
backing of a Freikorps brigade. Hitler’s party could 
not even call on that level of support. 

The evening before the planned putsch, Hitler 
pate-crashed a meeting at the Blurgerbraukeller 
beer hall in Munich armed and surrounded by SA 
heavies. Speaking at the meeting was none other 
than Kahr, whom Hitler was keen to bring over to 
support his uprising. The year before, Mussolini 
had marched on Rome and Hitler had visions oi 
doing something similar by marching on Berlin, 
and things appeared to be going smoothly when 
Kahr agreed to back him. However, no sooner had 
Kahr been allowed to leave the beer hall than he 
went back on his word and alerted the army and 
police to Hitler's intentions. 

There had been great excitement in the hall, but 
Hitler's assertion that he had army backing was 
not based on fact. The next day, as he started the 
march towards OQdeonsplatz, the largest square 
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The Beer Hall Putsch 


GORING'S ITALIAN 
ADVENTURE 


Having evaded capture after the Beer Hall Putsch, 
Hermann Goring fled first to Austria and then to Italy 


Hitler speaks at the 
Birgerbraukeller 
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the failed 1923 coup 
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Hermann Goring evaded capture 
but still paid a high price for his 
involvement. Having been seriously 


wounded in the leg, he escaped 
to Austria with his wife, Carin. At 
Innsbruck he was operated on and 
EER eco eee ee ee 
given morphine in large quantities. 
eee eee ge ee e e 
ee eee enue ee 
Se ee oe 
ee ee ee 
Tm were eae) 
his political activity, attempting to 
raise support for the Nazi Party. Italy 
seemed the natural next step, as the 
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in Munich, he was supported by about 2,000 
members of the Combat League, but he did not 
have large-scale army backine. 

The putsch encountered resistance as it 
approached the square, where armed police had 
gathered to stop it in its tracks. There was a brief 
exchange of fire in which 16 
marchers died along with four 
policemen, and the putsch had 
fallen at the first hurdle. Hitler 
himself had a narrow escape 
marching with his arm linked 
with Max von Scheubner- 
Richter, a nationalist who had 
helped forge links between the 
Nazis and the White Russians, 
he was dragged to the ground 
when von Scheubner-Richter 
was shot and mortally 
wounded. Hermann Goring 
was not as lucky as Hitler, 
being shot in the leg, 

The Beer Hall Putsch 
was by any Measure an 
embarrassment, having fauled 
even more spectacularly 
than Kapp's effort of the previous year. Yet it 
served a valuable purpose in highlighting Hitler's 
Willingness to take strong action, and it boosted the 
visibility of the Nazi Party still further. 


Crime and punishment 
Having gone into hiding for two days, Hitler was 
found, arrested and placed on trial along with 
other key conspirators including Ludendortt, When 
the case was heard on 26 February 1924, the 
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old general was acquitted but it was impossible 
for Hitler to escape the simple fact that he was 
obviously eulty of the charges against him. 
Nevertheless, the trial gave him a pulpit from 
which to preach, and a lenient Bavarian court 
allowed him to rant to his heart's content. 

The court also handed 

him the most lenient 

sentence possible - five 

years’ imprisonment with an 

understanding that he would 

actually serve only a matter of 

Months. some Teports claim 

Hitler was close to suicide at 
this point, but he would use his 
time in prison to pen the first 
volume of his lengthy diatribe 
against the system, /Meir 
Kampf, and he would manage 
to rebound from his failure. 
The putsch had taught him 
that violence could not be rehed 
upon in his quest for power, 
and he would subsequently 
change tack, rebuilding his 

party image to enable it to take 

control through the democratic processes he had 
previously disdained, 

The Nazi Party was macle illegal following the 
uprising and Hitler wasn't allowed to speak in 
public until 1927, but he easily circumvented that 
restriction and his book also allowed him to get 
his message out during the following years. A 
decade after his imprisonment, Hitler would get his 
revenge on Kahr, having him murdered during the 
Night of the Long Knives. 
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Written by David Foley 


ew publications have gamed the notonety 

of Adolf Hitler's ‘Nazi Bible’ Mein Kampf 

Spread over two volumes, it outlines his 

philosophies as well as presenting a highly 

airbrushed version of his life up to the point 
of his incarceration following the failed Beer Hall 
Putsch in 1923. 

The book is universally criticised for its lack of 
readability, being little more than a prolonged rant, 
full of repetition. It is also difficult to read for other 
reasons, as it lays out fully Hitler's violent anti- 
Semitism anc his plans for dealing with both the 
Jewish and Bolshevik ‘threats’ to Germany. Yet it 
cannot be simply dismissed as a poor work from 
a poorly educated, second-rate writer. Winston 
Churchill got to the heart of the matter when he 
: declared, “Here was the new Koran of faith and 
war: turgid, verbose, shapeless, but pregnant with 
its message.” Men Kampf may have been badly 
written, but what it said could not be ignored. 

The leniency of Hitler's sentence following 
conviction was matched by the leniency of his 
treatment while in prison. Sentenced to five 
years, he served just 13 months, and these were 
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spent in comfortable surroundings. He enjoyed 
a private cell, with books and writing materials 
at his disposal. He was also allowed to fraternise 
with fellow inmates, including his fellow Nazi 
conspirators, at will 

By the time of his release in December 1924, 
Hitler had written the first volume of his book. 
Many legends have grown up around the creation 
of Mein Kampf (My Strugele’). For decades it 
was believed that Rudolf Hess had typed up the 
manuscript while Hitler dictated, but this theory 
is now being questioned. More rumours insisted 
that the book was co-authored, with Hess and a 
priest, Bernhard Stempfle, among the suspected 
contributors, Stempfle was still being credited 


with significantly rewriting the book in the 1960s, 


but more recent research has cast doubt on this 
as well. It is now believed that the book is almost 
entirely the work of Hitler himself. 

The exact nature and purpose of Mein Kanipf 
15 also debated. It was initially considered a clear 
statement of Hitler's intent, designed to convince 
the German people to follow the path he had 
charted for them. The lack of focus and discipline 


One of the most controversial 
bools ever written, Mert 
Kantpf has sold millions of 
copies around the world 
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in the writing was noted from the start, but it was 
nevertheless believed to form a sort of blueprint for 
a Nazi Germany. If that was the original intention, 
Hitler certainly strayed from that blueprint when he 
Came (Oo POWer. 

An example of this is his assertion in the book 
that merely trying to regain the status of Germany 
prior to World War [, including a recovery of its ald 
borders, would be a pointless and costly exercise. 
Qnee in power, he actually expended significant 
energy on recovering the pre-Versailles borders. His 
posture towards the British also changed. Having 
viewed them 1n the book as an essential ally in 
controlling the threat from France, he instead 
became antagonistic towards the United Kingdom, 
with the result that he never had the peaceful 
situation on his western borders that he had 
declared to be essential for his planned expansion 
to the east. 

Despite these inconsistencies, Hitler himself 
had harboured no doubts about what he was 
producing. “After years of uninterrupted labour it 
was now possible for the first time to begin a work 
which many had asked for and I myself felt would 
be profitable for the Movement,” he noted. “So I 
decided to devote two volumes to a description not 
only of the aims of our Movement but also of its 
development, There is more to be learned fram this 
than from any purely doctrinaire treatise.” 

Hitler claimed that the written word was less 
powerful than the spoken, no doubt missing his 
opportunities to deliver tub-thumping speeches to 
rapturous audiences, but he seemed to view the 
hook as a sort of permanent record. It would be 
less powerful than a rousing speech, but it could be 
turned to at any time by anyone with an interest in 
the Nazi credo. Mein Kampf would present Hitler's 
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“Mein Kampf would present Hitler's 
Weltanschauung, his outlook on the world, 
and it was an outlook full of dark clouds” 
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The Nazi Bible 


MEIN KAMPF IN INDIA 


Hitler's work enjoys some of its strongest global 
Sales in India, for a variety of reasons 
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Weltanschauung, his outlook on the world, and it 
was an outlook full of dark clouds. 

Those whe read the book before Hitler came 
to power were mostly unimpressed. Later, there 
were efforts to explain why such a clear warning 
had been ignored. The Conservative politician Sir 
Samuel Hoare commented, “We could not believe 
that the rantings of Mem Kampf were a practical 
manual of daily conduct from which he [Hitler] 
would never deviate.” While Hoare overstated 
the degree to which Hitler stuck to the principles 
outhned in his book, his meaning was clear - how 
could anyone have thought Mein 
Kampf was serious? 


A Nazi anti- 
Bolshevik 

propaganda 
poster, 1937 


A new nation 

Others were more disturbed 

by what they read. The British 
novelist George Orwell got hold 
of a copy in 1940, and although 
his impression of it was inevitably 
coloured by the events since 
Hitler had come to power, he saw 
menace in the clumsy words. He 
was also puzzled as to how Hitler 
had drageed the German people 
along with him, having promised 
them so little in the pages of 
Mein Kampf He commented that 
“whereas socialism, and even 
Capitalism in a more grudging way, 
have said to people ‘| offer you a good time, Hitler 
has said to them, ‘I offer you struggle, danger, and 
death, and as a result a whole nation flings itself at 
his feet". 

Hitler's words weTe ominous to anyone who took 
them seriously. “The National Socialist doctrine is 
not handmaid to the political interests of the single 
federal states,” he warned. “One day it must become 
teacher to the whole German nation, It must 
determine the life of the whole people and shape 
that life anew? 

The central theme of Mein Kampf was returning 
Germany to the position of a global power. The 
vicious anti-Semitism of the book is well known, 
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but less so is the fact that Hitler envisaged getting 
assistance from both Britain and Italy in his 

plan. German expansion would be achieved by 
pushing to the East, into territones either owned or 
controlled by the Soviet Union. In order to facilitate 
this, France would need to be neutralised, which 
would be done with Britain's assistance. 

Many histonans have perused the pages of /Wen 
Kampf in an attempt to discern if Hitler had plans 
for 2lobal domination, or if he had smaller-scale 
(although still monstrous) ideas. Hitler spoke of 
the people - the Valk - rather than the land itself. 
Territorial expansion (the famous 
Lebensraum, or ‘living space’) 
was essential, but not for its own 
sake - it was necessary to allow 
Germans to support themselves. 
Hitler saw no point in an alliance 
with Russia, as Germany would 
have to supply its backwards 
ally. There was also the fact that 
he belheved Russia had been 
taken over by a Jewish-Bolshevik 
conspiracy that was working to 
destroy the Fatherlancl. 

This was at the heart of some 
of the most disturbing pages of 
the book, in which he considered 
the question of nationalism. He 
wrote in disdainful terms of how 

anyone could become a German 
citizen either through an application or simply by 
being born within state borders: “...Ancd a Mongolian 
slave is forthwith turned into a real German.” Such 
additions to the citizenry were, in Hitler's eyes, 
“poisonous matter”, which became ominous indeed 
when he added, "The nationalisation of our masses 
will succeed only when. ... their international 
poisoners are exterminated.” 

It is not beheved that Hitler formulated his 
plans to completely eliminate the Jewish presence 
in Germany before he came to power, but their 
genesis is clearly seen in the pages of Mein Kanipy: 
And the savagery of his words was often shocking, 
no more so than when he stated that if a few 
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thousand Jews had been gassed on the front lines 
during the early days of World War I, then the 
sacrifice of millions of Germans would not have 
been in vain. 

The two volumes of the book are tithed ‘A 
Reckoning’ (sometimes transiated as A Retrospect’) 
and ‘The National Socialist Movement’. The first 
volume is largely devoted to Hitler's story of his 
own youth and development, but it is important to 
note that this is highly suspect, as he was free with 
fabrications, exaggerations and suppressions in an 
attempt to portray himself as the perfect leader of 
the German people. 
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A lesson in propaganda 
Inconvenient truths were airbrushed out of this 
history, while a more palatable narrative was 
dropped in. Hitler claimed to have started to 


ape than the evidence would support, for instance, 
and he also skirted around the details of his 
military service in World War I. 

The writing is repetitive and dull, but some have 
commented that it is more powerful in the original 
German, and the German people were, after all, the 
primary target audience. 

In the second volume, which was written after 
his release from prison, Hitler laid out the policies 
and tactics the Nazi Party would need to employ to 
bring Germany back to its rightful position in the 
world. He started with an astute assessment of the 
strategies used by the existing parties, which were 
always focused on the next election. "The moment 
these artists in parliamentary government have the 
first glimmering of a suspicion that their darling 
public may be ready to kick up its heels and escape 
from the harness of the old party wagon," he wrote, 
‘they begin to paint the shafts with new colours. 

In an uncomiortable parallel with the modern 
political arena, Hitler then poured scorn on the 
‘experts, who would offer new initiatives to woo 
the voters back, only to drop them as soon as 
re-election had been achieved. His warning to the 
perpetrators of this endless cycle was stark: “We 
are trying to make up for that which you, in your 
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Copies of Mem Kampf were given away free with copies 
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criminal stupidity, have failed to carry out. By your 
parliamentarian jobbing you have helped to drag 
the nation into ruin. But we, by our ageressive 
policy, are setting up a new Weltanschauung, which 
we shall defend with indomitable devotion.” 

Part of the strategy of defending their world 
view would be the widespread use of propaganda 
- Hitler believed that failures in the propaganda 
war had cost the nation dearly during World War | 
and he was determined not to make that mistake. 
In many ways, in fact, he saw it as more important 
than actual policies, and this was certainly borne 
out in the Nazi approach to subsequent elections. 
"Propaganda should go well ahead of organisation,” 
he claimed, “and gather together the human 
material for the latter to work up” 

Getting the people on your side was to he 
the first task - giving them something to do 
could come later. He also distinguished between 
‘followers’ and ‘members’ the former merely 
believing in a particular system, while the latter 
were willing to fight for tt. Hitler beheved that 
followers would always outnumber members, 
because “the majority of mankind is mentally lazy 
and timid", but it was selecting the members from 
the masses of followers that was the crucial issue. 

How many people were exposed to Hitler's 
writing, and how many subsequently became 
followers or members, is debated. The book did 
well, with the first print run of 10,000 selling 
out and another trun going ahead tn late 1925. 


The Nazi Bible 
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Before coming to power, Hitler made another attempt 


at committing his thoughts to paper 


ee Pe eee Fee 
the time of the writing re mtn 
second volume sa tem ereDe 4 


Le 
= 
a 
i 
2 
re] 
— 
A 
a 
ay 
es 
Lr; 
= 
E 
= 
-— 
a 
= 
ul 


eee eRe e me LS 
room at Landsberg Prison 


However, it did't achieve major popularity until 
Hitler was elected chancellor. From that point it 
became a runaway bestseller, but it has generally 
been accepted that most people who bought it did 
so to show loyalty to the governing regime rather 
than out of genuine interest or sympathy with the 
message it contained. 


The future of the struggle 


Still, there is evidence that Mein Kampfwas widely 
Tead and debated, with both supportive and critical 
commentaries displaying a familiarity with the 
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was not an easy read, he worried that 
people were simply struggling to get 
through it. The solution? He would 
write another book, a sort of updating 
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200 pages but was never published. 
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(Hitler's Second Book’), only two 
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a new title would spoil the market 
for Mein Kampf, was unwilling to put 
the book into print, so it remained in 





intricacies of the text. An order fromm the mid 1930s 
that all newlywed couples should be given a copy 
would certainly have boosted circulation, but in fact 
this was mostly ignored by local authorities who 
could not afford to buy copies on such a scale. Still, 
it 1s estimated that by 1939 more than five million 
copies had been sold, with that total doubling by 
the end of the war. 

Publication in Germany was banned after World 
War I], and the Bavarian authorities - which held 
the nehts due to Hitler having his official residence 
In Munich - also attempted to suppress publication 
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In other countries. A new, heavily annotated version 
was published in Germany in 2016, intended to be 
used as an educational tool, although this did prove 
to be controversial. 

However, when the copynght expired 7O years 
after the death of the author, according to German 
law, more editions began to appear. It is now widely 
aVailable, through both print and online, as the text 
is now within the public domain. 

Having said that, the question of copyright was 
bypassed by the United States when the American 
povernment assumed ownership in 1942, which 
was authorised by the Trading with the Enemy Act 
of 191% This then opened the way for the publisher 
Houghton Mifflin to release its own edition of Jerr 
Karpin 1979. 

Other nations have been slower in deciding 
to publish the book in the vernacular. In the 
Netherlands, for instance, it was not republished 
until 2018, using the annotated 2016 German 
edition as a base and adding commentary from 
Dutch experts. 

Mem Kampfremains one of the most 
controversial books ever written, but it would 
almost certainly have become little more than a 
footnote had Hitler himself not gone on to earn 
such infamy. Even works by other Nazis, such as 
those by Gottined Feder and Alfred Rosenberg, 
have been largely forgotten. 

The terrible power of the Hitler name gives Mein 
Kampf a sense of foreboding and horror. It might 
have been dismissed as the ravings of a lunatic had 
he not gone on to wrest power from the political 
system he despised. What Mein Kanipf says is 
disturbing enough, but the real power of the book 
comes trom the awful fact that, for the most part, 
Hitler was allowed to put his words into practice 
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How the demagogue used riots, 
racism & repression in his quest to 
restore German ‘greatness’ 


Written by Emily Turner-Graham and Mike Haskew 





Oates Ale clan Cee ante] Cele be 
autobiography /Mem Kampf (My Strugele), 
nee ee le ee) nae a 
birth - had led to his dictatorship of 
Germany from 1933-45. The forces of 
destiny had carefully planned it all - he was 
a Man marked by fate to lead the nation of 
Germany. But, in truth, history is rarely as neat 
PEM Ge eines li ee dee eee eee eas 
the totalitarian Nazi state in the 1930s and then 
ete ate ene e ee) n) ce ence eee cm cee 
asi MONO 8) NT em e) e 
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eto M TOR Ele eet Ren ee eel meatal enna 
Flare Male) iter I Mas rle Me mee cee l dene Merle ce el) 
drawn to extremes in its pursuit of a new 
beginning, and the capacity of a broken man and 
his circle of followers to sell a myth of national 
ane Iman ee 
scarred nation. The years from 1924, when Hitler 
was released from a short stint in prison, up to 
1934 and the infamous bloodletting of the Night 
of the Long Knives mark the key period in Hitler's 
rise to power. 


When he emerged from Landsberg Prison in 
the south-western Bavarian town of Landsberg 
Ee eee eee ele ee be ee em | 
only nine months of a five-year sentence for 
Wie MEBs BRO et eel teen au ele) 
on 8-9 November 1923. It was an atternpt by the 
Attala hA ae OR ALUN ene meee elses tem 
1919) and a handful of fellow right-wing travellers 
(ORO RUN Oe MEL e ee OTL 

Hitler's court trial, presided over by a pro-Nazi 
judge, had served only to provide him with a far- 
Teaching public platform from which to broadcast 
his views, especially since the trial was being 
eagerly reported in the national newspapers. He 
not only admitted his guilt in the Putsch but 
in fact relished in it. “I have resolved to be the 
ral M COLO MLE Am cel eee men areal A 
CCUM OR mete. emer) 8) PSTN LOL NT ODN OTs DMO me Ce) 
man’ who many on the right believed Germany 
needed in order to emerge from the chaos and 
misery of its wartime years. Post-Putsch, he no 
Tayaras me MOTTON ime OPO TOR aa Ce eT 
the path for the coming leader. Instead, he was 
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become Deputy Fiihrer in 1933), passed 
his prison sentence quite comfortably. He 
was able to receive guests, and a number 
of his political colleagues who would later 
become prominent figures in the Third Reich - 
such as Ernst Rohm, Wilhelm Frick and Alfred 
Rosenberg - paid numerous visits. This allowed 
for a like-minded group to develop, for Hitler to 
continue to expound and hone his views, and for 
him to consolidate his role as party leader - all 
while behind prison walls. 
On top of this, Hitler also used the time to 
put together his political manifesto. In fact, he 
described prison as his “university paid for by 
the State.” The book was called Mein Kampf 
and in it he detailed a set of ideas that, at their 
core, changed little over the course of his life 
and formed the essential nucleus of National 
Socialist (Nazi) ideology. In Mein Kampf Hitler also 
Laie eM ROL PMN Ce RTO Re COR Coin ete em al 
tale Gemel Pee mere Ne Cem eel anne ye 
S(T VP OMI PROVO) M NMC) eu em eee Cem edi ei 
that he was on a, “...near-messianic [mission]... 
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who would expunge the ‘criminal betrayal of 
1918, restore Germany's might and power, and 
create a reborn ‘Germanic State of the German 
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of ‘the Filhrer Myth’ that would last for some ww 
CTSer RIMS RLM bem emer omy crams eet et ee 
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lies dormant in the soul of the German people | 
has taken shape in full living features... That has 
PIApE Scie Mie Cee DM STN em M item ROTO Mtoe lenin en male _ 
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minister, Joseph Goebbels, at a rally in Stuttgart, 1933 










“Tt seemed that Hitler had tapped into a 
number of common beliefs in Mein Kampf - 
he had just taken them to their extremes” 
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THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC: 
DOOMED TO FAILURE 
When the kaiser fled, anew democratic government 

was declared in the small town of Weimar 


The Weimar Republic refers to the 
German state from 19179 to 1933. 
Many Germans on the right believed 


the Republic had allowed Germany 
to lose World War | by conceding 
defeat too soon. Many nationalists 
also espoused the ‘stab in the back’ 
theory, believing that Bolsheviks 
and Jews had weakened the home 
front with damaging modern ideas 
such as feminism. The 1919 Treaty 
of Versailles, which the Weimar 
government accepted, took territory 
from Germany, called for colossal 
reparations and laid the blame for 
i@niting the war squarely at the feet 


My struggle 
Mein Kampf depicted a world characterised by 
ae) oT(e-t el me-1GMn ics oe wea eee) E eRe ome clel niece 
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"Those that want to live, let them fight, and those 
RMT Teme Caper 
struggle do not deserve to live." Hitler argued for 
cela Ta eevee Dn DOL Ce mesa ee ae 
theory of evolution applied to humanity and 
best summed up as ‘survival of the fittest’. The 
ayia FOS ONT Term) Med eTOT TM Optom] ace pn eva Le 
weak was through the lens of race. As Hitler said 
in Mein Kampf, "The racial question gives the key 
not only to world history but to all 
human culture.” The Aryan was the 
greatest expression of humanity and 
autem see et tee elo ear lececo ect 
as being tall, well-built and healthy 
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The physical vitality of the Aryan 
was also expressed in their richly 
ates OMe EO GED Ca ele Le Sew RT Te Tt 
were “the founders of culture”. 
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The Nazis depicted Jewry as a race 
pte) me Cone CeO eel Deda OY 
physically, mentally and spiritually. 
Hitler argued that Jewry also 
[Fla CraReeemeecaiie Maeve elcome nC 
Aryans created culture, Jews invaded, imitated, 
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Germany. During World War I, while German men 
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German culture at home by introducing damaging 
modern ideas like Bolshevism and feminism. As 
a result, the home front collapsed and the war 
was lost. Here was the extreme nght's infamous 
Dolchstosslegende, or ‘stab in the back’ theory. 
Jews, therefore, were the enemies of Germany 
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. Of the Central Powers - Germany, 

: the Austro-Hungarian Empire, the 

> Ottoman Empire and Bulgaria. 

: Added to this, in 1923 the French 

: occupied the Ruhr in Germany, 

> commandeering the district's rich 

: raw materials. This was another mark 
: against the Weimar government in 

: the eyes of the right, along with the 

: many black French colonial soldiers 

: who were allowed as part of the 

: Ruhr occupation force. During the 

: Same period, Germany suffered fram 
: devastating hyperinflation. A large 

: number of Germans lost their social 

: Status and were reduced to poverty. 
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A solution came in the form of the 
: Dawes Plan in 1924, but the German 
: economy was left dependent on 
| loans from the USA. This would have 
' §erious ramifications when the Great 
: Depression struck in 1929. 
Finally, there were inherent 
' problems within Germany's system 
: of government. Germany had only 
: become a unified country in 1871 and 
: since that time had been a monarchy. 
| Germany was governed by coalitions 
: with no overall majority. This 
resulted in a series of weak, unstable 
' governments and a lack of public 
: confidence in the political system. 
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‘elimination’ should take place. So too, all German 
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in a greater German state and in order to do 
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acquired. As well as all this, the ‘treachery’ of the 
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long-term goals were set. 
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and Hitler's objectives. Economist Johannes 
Zahn said: “Reading Mein Kampf was exactly 
like belief in the demands of the Bible. These are 
demands but nobody believed they would be 
fulfilled one hundred per cent.” Diplomat 
til EM CemiOnmeia it oer meee 
Siitler ) “Nobody took it really seriously.” 
— Yet Johannes Zann argued that 
| Jewish influence “had gone too far” 
in Germany and Herbert Richter, 
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crazy” to even finish reading, also 
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It seemed that Hitler had tapped 
into a number of common beliefs 
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to the Bible, and by 1945, 10 million copies had 
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The Beer Hall Putsch and Hitler's spell in prison 
POR see Ed eT eR 
to power was through the ballot box. Armed 
revolution was not the answer. Instead they would 
beat the system from within, by becoming a part 
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“If outvoting them takes longer than outshooting 
them, at least the results will be guaranteed by 
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“After some initial concerns about Nazi ideology, 
Goebbels became a classic example of those who 
believed that if Hitler said it, then it must be night” 











Hitler's faithful followers 


During this period, Hitler had also begun to 
surround himself with the men who would be 
crucial to the development of the Nazi movement 
and within the Nazi government. Joseph 
Goebbels, who would be devoted to Hitler right 
through to the apocalyptic, suicidal days inside 
the Fuhrerbunker in 1945, was an intellectual 
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After some initial concerns about Nazi ideology, 
Goebbels became a classic example of those who 
believed that if Hitler said it, then it must be 
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followers had faith. 

Emotional devotion was valued overt rationality 
Vacs te) OMT NM OT MC NTe NT eee 
Hitler's entire rule. In 1927, Hitler said: "[We] put 
faith in the first place and not cognition. One has 
to believe in a cause. Only faith creates a state. 
What motivates people to go and do battle for 
religious ideas? Not cognition but blind faith.” 

This was certainly a characteristic seen in 
Clean ame e OUST eerie) ane 
declared: “I love him... such a sparkling mind can 
be my leader. I bow to the greater one, the political 
genius... Adolf Hitler, 1 love you because you are 
great and simple at the same time. What one calls 
a genius.” 
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expressed by Rudolf Hess, who had joined the 
Nazi Party in 1920 after already having spent time 
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Nazi Party in 1922, He later became one of the 
DLO PL SREP TON ee MOCO he Pe 
heading the SA (Stormtroopers), then founding the 
Gestapo (the Nazi secret police) and heading the 
Luftwaffe (air force). 

Ernst Rohm represented a different type of 
Nazi. Like Hess and Goring, he had been an early 
supporter of the movement. He joined the Nazi 
Party in 1919 and played a key role in the Beer 
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leadership and the establishment of the SA but he 
saw the journey of the Nazi Party very much as a 
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had decided to gain power through the political 
mainstream. To this end, Rohm said, “...since I am 
LOMO IMO tCce Tee G te cen le An eee ee ence 
appeal to me more than good bourgeois order. 
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fear.” While he was one of Hitler's closest friends 
in the early days of the Nazi movement, he did 
not see Hitler as a divine leader to whom he had 
to submit himself. He wanted to pursue his own 
objectives and power within the party and it was 
this lack of obedience that ultimately led to his 
demise in 1934. Gregor Strasser, who, with his 
brother Otto, wanted to emphasise the Socialist 
element of National Socialism above all else, 
similarly tried to strike his own path within the 
movement and lost out. 


Economic crisis 

While the profound distress caused by the loss 
AVR EOE ORG ee weve wee ce nL 
chaos that followed had inspired a number of 
Germans to at least give the Nazi Party a hearing, 
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most people had tumed away from the extreme 
fringes of politics. By the late 1920s, however, 

the instability and turmoil needed by the Nazi 
Party to present themselves as a viable alternative 
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Adolf Hitler addresses massed ranks of soldiers at a 
Nazi rally held in Dortmund, c.1943 
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workers were suffering. Germany's recovery 
CSM ON eel OCe MONEE ULSD OE Meee) be ee ED 
brought on by Germany's attempts to pay French 
and British war reparations imposed by the 
Otel ere cece Ut ecm eet er 
from the United States. As the world economy 
began a downtum, so Germany's already fragile 
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markets of Wall Street crashed in 1929, heralding 
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called in its loans and the German economy, like 
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a major downturn. 
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unemployment spiralled out of control. By the 
end of 1929, about 1.5 million Germans were 
Steet Pee Re ew Ancona Tete 
than doubled. By early 1933, unemployment in 
Germany had reached a staggering 6 million. 
Governmental response had been to cut 
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a disastrous move. As well as affecting the 
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! Stunmabteilung, or SA. His ruffians 
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' the SA leadership purged during the 
: Night of the Long Knives in 1934. 
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: Genmany in the Weimar Republic 
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The German government's key players had different 
approaches to healing the nation 
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; assassination in 1934 during the Night 
of the Long Knives. 


mea a 


: An influential army general during 
World War |, a disillusioned Ludendortt 
: became associated with right-wing 

: political activism during the 1920s and 
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Rise to power 


middle-class, too. People looked desperately for 
answers, assistance and hope. The extreme parties 
seemed to provide answers for extreme times, and 
dpm me) NPURN LUNN ceca) ple ham ele ted ee ae) ps 
streets for supremacy. 

Hitler was in his element. Nazi party 
membership rose from 120,000 in 1929 to over 1 
AIOE OMe UMN em On SeL Cem) coma te) Mes ce nda 
about by ongoing instability, the Nazis rose from 
2.5 per cent of the vote in 1928 to over 18 per cent 
in 1930. By 1932, the Nazi Party polled almost 
40 per cent of the vote. Hitler's message was for 
unity for ‘true’ Germans. He called for a return to 
the comradeship of the war years. Jutta Rudiger, 
who would later lead the League of German Girls, 
recalled, “I was told that this frontline soldier 
(Hitler) had said... the only thing that matters is 
comradeship, the willingness to help and stand by 
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Vote Hitler 
In 1932, Hitler challenged the ageing World 
War | general Paul von Hindenburg for the 
CEM ee eth iia eee 
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economic pain and social upheaval, Hitler ran two 
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Goebbels. Hitler became the first politician to 
eV UG OTIC O ON MG een Tt 
seeming to descend from the heavens as he 
travelled to as many as five cities a day to speak, 
the ‘Hitler over Germany’ campaign was an 
a OOOO ae 

Striking and effective election posters were 
put to good use. "Hitler - our last hope,” read 
one. “Workers - the Brow, the Fist - vote for the 
Front Soldier Hitler!" read another, showing two 
burly working men gazing fiercely at the viewer. 
“German women, think of your children - vote 
Hitler,” appealed another, as a fearful female figure 
clutched her children. One claimed, “Marxism is 
WitameUE VCO TO MIN a1 OO Let eke Come La ened 
Socialist,” with capitalism depicted as a smartly 
atten OA de ea i eee) 
money. These simple posters spoke to everyone 
-men, women, the population at large - and they 
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unconvinced that the working-class corporal, as 
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Hitler strikes a pose for a photographer 
while rehearsing a speech. Hitler reviewed 
each pose to maximise the effect his 
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they saw him, was the man for the job. With the 
country's social, political and economic chaos 
continuing to press in though, steps had to be 
taken. Believing they could control Hitler and 
the excesses of the Nazis if they were contained 
LS aD Dame) TON UNO OL mes l Sa me BPD eae ae 
outside, Hindenburg consented to Hitler becoming 
chancellor of Germany with Franz von Papen, a 
conservative, as vice chancellor. 

RSet ee hee ees aces ictle 
Less than a month after Hitler's appointment 
as German chancellor on 30 January 1933, 
eNO R Mata (Orem TOT pT melt l0 Let c oe eT 
communist, Marinus van der Lubbe, was blamed 
but there were rumours of Nazi involvement. It 
Pe a Sm Tee ee) Cee dre en ds 
according to Hitler. The Enabling Act was passed 
on 24 March 1933. It allowed for the power 
to make laws without parliamentary passage 
through the Reichstag. Hitler proclaimed the Nazi 
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' Newly elected German Chancellor Adolf Hitler 
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disbanded. Individual German states lost any 
autonomous powers, and Nazi officials became 
state governors. Jews were declared ‘non-Aryans’ 
and as such were banned ftom teaching, the civil 
service, the military and owning businesses. The 
HEM Me) NOLO ee Nes ete Re meee OMe lave ane 
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effectively dictator of Germany, and the nation a 
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turned his attention to the enemies within his 
own ranks. Hitler decided to act against Ernst 
elm VU NOM GEG M ee) eels ae COR e eee tee tals 
slice of power. He would not be subservient to the 
Fuhrer and he believed the Stormtroopers should 
be merged with the German Army and fall under 
his command. Himmler and Géring concocted 
false evidence that Rohm was planning a coup. 
Hindenburg demanded that Hitler react. On 30 
June 1934, Rohm and the SA leadership were 
Sa Cee O RT EW IO) md Oe elim lee Le 
crossed him on his rise to power; Gregor Strasser 
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“Hitler's message was for unity for ‘true’ 
Germans. He called for a return to the 
comradeship of the war years” 
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abilities on both sides, featured in the Evening Standard, 1934 





NN The rise of evil: Hitler 
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Hitler sought to control every 
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maintain his grip on power 
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Propaganda effectively engendered loyalty to the Nazi state, 
embodied by Hitler. “One Reich, one people, one Fuhrer!" 
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assumed the role of dictator as he suspended personal 
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of many Germans, the Nazis were careful not 
to risk open hostility against the mainstream 
church. However, they utilised nationalism and the figure of 
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Young people belonged to greater Germany. 
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required to be “hard as Krupp steel.” From classrooms and 
into the fabric of family, the state held sway. 
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A pillar of Nazi rule, terror gripped Germany. 
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were real for those who dared to dissent. 
The Nazi secret police, or Gestapo, seemed everywhere. 
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science and social interaction, reflected the Nazi world view. 
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The Reichstag fire 











THE REICHSTAG 


FIRE 








A remarkable stroke of fortune 
sealed the fate of a Nazi scheme 
for domination of democracy 





itler was chancellor, but he did not yet have 
the power he craved. The Nazis had just 
about played by the rules in ascending the 
political lacder, but the rules would need to 
be cast aside for them to truly take control 
of the nation. Hitler was only heading a coalition 
government, which was not nearly enough for his 
plans. In his cabinet, for instance, he could only 
call on the support of two fellow Nazis, Hermann 
Goring and Wilhelm Frick. 

In order to take the next step, Hitler needed to 
dismantle the structure of German democracy. 
To this end he proposed new elections for the 
Reichstag, hoping to get a majority. This would 
allow him to pass an Enabling Act, giving him 
sweeping powers over the nation 

Hitler approached Paul von Hindenburg, the 
German President, to authorise new electrons 
and they were set for 5 March 1933. There was 
not much time to mobilise support for the Nazis, 
but Hitler hoped the election would give him the 
majority he needed. Campaigning, as was the 
Nazl way, Was more a matter of negativity than 
positivity, ‘The party laid out what it stood against 








and what it would tear down, rather than what 

it stood for and what it would build. In the tense 
atmosphere, amid the desperation caused by the 
economic crisis, this message played well The 
question was whether it would play well enough to 
put the Nazis in control of the government. 

Hitler was open in his desire for an Enabling 
Act. The country was facing a communist threat, 
he claimed, and only dictatorial powers could save 
the day. An Enabling Act was only intended to 
be wheeled out at times of genuine crisis, but the 
Nazi propaganda machine was doing a good job of 
making it feel very much like a crisis was gripping 
the nation. Despite this, the omens for the election 
were not good until a suspiciously convenient 
stroke of fortune tured the situation on its head. 


The lone arson 
On the night of 27-28 February 1933, German radio 
stations all began to broadcast the same message: 
“The Reichstag is in flames”. A single culprit was 
arrested (although another man was seen fleeing 
the scene), but Hitler was convinced from the 
start that this was a communist plot to strike at 
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the heart of German democracy. Conveniently 
forgetting that he was planning a far more potent 
strike against that democracy, he brushed off any 
suggestion that the arsonist had been a lone wolf, 
“This fire is a God-given signal,” he ranted. “It is the 
work of the Reds. We must crush these murderous 
pests with an iron fist.” 

The fire was on a huge scale, 
which would later raise doubts 
about the likelihood of it being 
the work of a single arsonist. 
More importantly, it gave Hitler 
an excuse to introduce repressive 
legislation. This was claimed 
to be necessary to prevent 
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a communist revolution in : 
Germany, but in fact it was aimed = 
at securing the desired election  % 
result on 5 March. : | 

Right from the start, conspiracy § * san 
theories developed that the Nazis = Vational- 
had planned the fire themselves, 
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In a ‘false flag’ operation, Rival 
theories would be debated for 
decades after the event, but there is 
no doubt which political faction benefited. 

The three main theones - the lone arsonist, the 
communist plot and the Nazi false flag operation 
- all had intriguing elements to back them up. The 
captured individual was a 24-year-olcl Dutch former 
stonemason called Marinus van der Lubbe. He had 
been badly injured in an accident, which had forced 
him to leave his profession, and there were also 
reports that he was mentally ill. More importantly, 
in the context of the event, he was a communist. 
This link with the communists, and the fact 
that another man had been seen Tunning away 
(possibly van der Lubbe'’s communist 'handler’) was 
strong circuumstantial evidence. 
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There was also the fact that the fire appeared far 
too extensive to have been accomplished without 
help. The amount of materials needed and the 
scope of the preparations seemed totally unfeasible 
for a man working alone, The question raised by 

this line of thinking was obvious: 
who had helped van der Lubbe? 

Following his interrogation by 
Detective Walter “irpins, a report 
was issued on 3 March concluding 

that he had acted alone, but 
that he may nave received 
encouragement, instructions or 
assistance from others. 

Another detective, Helmut 
Heisig, travelled to the 
Netherlands to investigate van 

der Lubbe's background and was 
) | reported in the Dutch press as 
vee gree) saying: ‘So far as it is possible 

—_ : to currently make a judgement, 
i a [van der Lubbe] lit the fire, but 
wa eee Carried out the preparatory 
measures with accomplices. 
Another paper reported Heisig 
as Saying, “It 1s in amy case clear 
that [van der Lubbe] did not hatch the plan for 
the arson alone.” Whatever the truth, the Nazis 
had already taken advantage of the situation 


A free hand 


The day after the fire, Hitler persuaded von 
Hindenburg to pass the ‘Decree of Reich 
President von Hindenburg for the Protection 
of People and State’ It is more commonly 
known as the ‘Reichstag Fire Decree’. With 

a week until the election, the decree gave the 
Nazis the power to intimidate their political 
opponents, most notably the communists. 
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| Dr Wilhelm Buenger, who condemned 
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THE BROWN BOOK 


The communists were quick to strike back against the 


Nazi narrative that they were responsible for the fire 
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publication of a book claiming it 
was alla Nazi conspiracy. The Brown 
Book of the Reichstag Fire and Hitler 
Terror, organised by the communist 
Willi Miinzenberg, was published 
in the summer of 1933. The book 
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a somewhat aimless man who was 
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The Reichstag after the war, burned out 
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The heichstag fire 


communist KPD still managed &1 seats. Hitler now 
had to turn to the weak moderates, the Catholic 
Centre Party (74 seats) and the National People's 
Party (52 seats), Along with threatening or arresting 
the socialist and communist representatives to limit 
their votes, support from the centre would give 
Hitler the two-thirds majority needed to pass the 
Enabling Act, which would allow him to sideline 
the Reichstag completely. 

In the event, Hitler achieved a far more 
substantial victory. Only 94 Socialists voted against 
the act, the remainder having been imprisoned or 
intimidated, while all of the communists were in 
custody at the time of the vote. The Enabling ict 
was passed on 43 March. Hitler had the power he 
had desired for so long. 


The question of guilt 
The trial of Marinus van der Lubbe started on 21 
September 1933. From the start it seemed clear it 
Was not going to go well for the Nazis. The four 
communist leaders indicted alongside him were 
clearly going to avoid conviction, and van der Lubbe 
could therefore be portrayed by enemies of the 
Nazis a8 a lone arsonist with no significant ties to 
the communists. 
The Nazis moved quickly to limit the impact of 
this, briefing the press to present van der Lubbe 
as a representation of the communist menace. 
A conviction of him was to be presented as a 
conviction of the communist party, whatever 
happened to his fellow defendants. As the trial 
played out, van der Lubbe was the only man to be 
convicted, and he was executed on 10 January 1934. 
Controversy over the details of the Reichstag fire 
continues to swirl. In the 1960s the former diplomat 
and intelligence officer Hans Bernd Gisevius 















































































































































































































































Police powers were significantly enhanced. 
Known communists could be arrested and held 
without trial, and the concentration camp system 
would grow out of the need to hold thousands of 
interned people, There was no limit to the length 
of time a person could be held, and they could be 
rearrested at any time after their release. 

With this level of intimidation, implemented 
in part by the brownshuirts of the Sturmabteilung 
(SA) as well as the police, the Nazis inched closer 
towards their goal. The election result, however, 
was not perfect. The Nazis were the biggest party 
with 43.9 per cent of the vote, but they had failed 
to get their outright majority even with all the 
strong-arm tactics employed. Their share of the vote 
translated into 288 seats in the new government 
under the proportional representation system. The 
Socialists finished second with 120 seats, while the 
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Van der Lubbe slumps in 
his chair during his trial 
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“There was no limit to the length of time 
a person could be held, and they could be 
rearrested at any time after their release” 


wrote a book and articles claiming that a former 
Sturmabteilung member, Hans Georg Gewehr, 

had set the fire. Gisevius subsequently lost a libel 
trial, but recent research, helped by the release of 
documents, has opened the debate once more. It is 
a debate that has been complicated by fabricated 
evidence and political motivations, and it will 
probably never be possible to know whether or not 
van der Lubbe acted alone, with direct assistance, 
or with mere guidance. 

What is not debated is the impact that the fire 
had on German history. With the Nazis achieving 
their goals by such a slender margin, it is possible 
that the Reichstag fire was the deciding factor, 
the final impetus that pushed them over the line. 
Whether it was a stroke of incredible good fortune, 
or the result of a cynical Nazi plot, it helped bring 
Hitler ta power, 


Ou 











det Chhit | 


OO FEBRUARY ISR, = : 







20) APRIL 134 17 JUNE 1934 






30 JUNE 1934 






ovale] Malet gets 
the SA to become 













mie UUN ee Un 


viele Hitler arrives at the 
UKEP oe eel Papen speaks at Hotel Hanselbauer 
Pinney ee ee |e) the Gestapo to 5S Marburg University ER late 
ured tees chief Himmler, while against SA terror. Sie] N De ed 
eee ec ee ma aey (cea along with the 
ee ee restructures his fig eee | Ma eg cay rem ee eCeT aEDba 
privately vows ta organisation into a force gmdate ed 
defy the command. independent of the SA. 


fa) Cepeda 
a EAR eS te Nese MOE Ue ee 











Hitler salutes a parade of 
SA troopers in 1930 
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Night of the Long Knives 


>» What was it? 


After more than a year in power, the Navi regime 
closed ranks. It undertook a “blood purge” of the party's 
paramilitary wing, the Sturmabteilung (5.4), commonly 

known as the Brownshirts. The SA's leader Ernst Rohm 
was personally arrested by Adolf Hitler in the early hours 
of 30 June in a hotel outside Munich, Members of his 
entourage — found suggestively sharing beds — were 
also rounded up and executed. This was immediately 
followed by similar action in Berlin with Hermann Goring 
dispatching elite Schutzstaffel (SS) execution squads to take 
out “undisciplined and disobedient characters and asocial 
or diseased elements” 

At least 65 people are known to have died, with the 
Nazis taking the opportunity to also settle scores with old 
political rivals. Former chancellor Kurt von Schleicher was 
eunned dawn in his home with his wife. Members of the 
key Catholic Centre Party, a Bavarian politician essential 
to the failure of Hitler's 1923 Beer Hall Putsch and even a 
music critic (in a case of mistaken identity) were also killed. 


6» Why did it happen? 


As the violent vanguard of the National Socialist 

movement, the Brownshirts were essential to the 
party's ascent to power. By 1934, the ranks of the fighting 
organisation had swelled to around four million, dwarfing 
the muzzled Reichswehr, Germany's military. 

Rohim's frequent talk of absorbing the army alarmed 
the conservative generals and President Hindenburg, and 
his calls for a ‘Second revolution’, emphasising the socialist 
aspect of National Sociahsm, made him few political allies. 
The unruly peacetime behaviour of SA members persisted 
as a threat to the stability that the Nazis had promised to 
usher in with their leadership. Rumours of a Rohm-led 
coup against Hitler were stoked with evidence of French 
involvement that had been manufactured by the SS, The 
old guard had outlived their usefulness. 

Acting against Rohm enabled Hitler to demonstrate 
his power while demanding allegiance, consolidating his 
control of the party and presenting himself as the solution 
to the chaos the Nazis had done so much to ferment 


S) Who was involved? 


Adolf Hitler 

20 April 1889 - 30 April 1945 

Hitler personally led the putsch, intent on 
confronting the SA threat and securing 
himself as the arbiter of Germany's destiny. 


= Ernst R6hm 

— 28 November 1887 - 1 July 1934 

Once Hitler's trusted accomplice, Rohm's fall 
from grace took him to an ignominious end 
in a cold prison cell. 


Heinrich Himmler 

/ October 1900 - 23 May 1945 

Proving his allegiance and strengthening his 
position within the Nazi hierarchy, Himmler 
directed the SS intervention against Rohm. 
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Forging the Nazi state 
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erhaps the greatest case of political my strength for the welfare of the German people, 
underestimation in the 20th century protect the constitution and laws of the German 
reached its climax on 30 January 1933, people, conscientiously discharge the duties 
as Adolf Hitler was proclaimed Chancellor imposed on me, and conduct my affairs of office 
of Germany. In a deal brokered to keep impartially and with justice to everyone." 
the Nazi leader in check, conservative politicians Goebbels, the brilliant architect of the 
handed the reins of government to a shrewd, propaganda machine that propelled Hitler to 
ruthless would-be dictator. power in the blink of a political eye, knew what 
Former chancellor Franz von Papen had assured was to come. He noted in his diary, “It is almost 
a colleague, “Within two months, we will have like a dream - a fairytale. The new Reich has been 
pushed Hitler so far in a corner that he'll squeak. born. Fourteen years of work have been crowned 
As it was, Hitler swiftly turned the tables on von with victory. The German revolution has begun!" 
Papen and his allies, as well as the power base Embedded in that revolution was the concept of 
of German industrialists who believed the Nazi ‘eleichschaltung’, meaning literally ‘coordination. 
leader would be good for business and the senior Through persuasion and propaganda, bolstered 
commanders of the German Army who hoped his by the burgeoning cult of personality that 
denunciation of the Versailles Treaty would lead surrounded Hitler, the Nazis reshaped German 
to rearmament and the restoration of the nation's society, and with it the world view of a nation 
military prestige in the wake of World War I. and they accomplished it with startling efficiency. 
On the night of Hitler's ascension, Nazi Within menths of taking power and following 
; — Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels watched the death in 1934 of Field Marshal Paul von 
Masses of enthusiastic Nazis stand with glee as thousands of Nazi loyalists marched Hindenburg, the venerated war hero and president 
Be) eect oe ase by torchlight, celebrating their party's rise to power. of Weimar Germany, Hitler abolished the office 
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Hitler, their Fuhrer, had proclaimed, “! will employ of president and consolidated political power in 
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himself. Concurrently, the Nazis leveraged the 
Reichstag fire, on 27 February 1933, casting the 
blame on the communists and suspending civil 
liberties in the name of security. They further 
quashed dissent and took control of the press. 


Promise of a new order 
In their desire for political and economic stability 
and the restoration of national pride, the German 
people were captivated by Hitler's oratory. They 
were mesmerised by his promises of a new order, 
rising from the ashes of deceit that had resulted in 
the defeat of Germany in WWI. Hitler and Goebbels 
utilised the perfect storm of defeat, heavy war 
reparations that the nation could not hope to repay, 
the economic debacle of the Great Depression, and 
the desire for a national resurgence to reinvigorate 
the German people. Germany had lost the war, 
the Nazis asserted, due to the machinations of 
a vast communist conspiracy. The Jews, they 
argued, were complicit and controlled the German 
economy, taking advantage of the people for their 
own gain, Under Nazi leadership, Hitler promised 
a renaissance of German unity and national pride. 
Goebbels effectively created and delivered the 
message of “Ein Volk, Ein Reich, Ein Fiihrer!” or 
“One people, one state, one leader!” and proclaimed 
that Hitler was the embodiment of that new 
German state. Loyalty to Germany meant loyalty 
to Hitler. The essence of gleichschaltung - itself 
a hew word - was the elimination of diversity 
and the consolidation of the individual into the 
greater being of the state itself. The concept 
became pervasive, and every aspect of German 
life - political, social, religious, cultural, athletic, 
or educational - was touched. Public policy and 
Institutions were reshaped to serve the Nazi state, 
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Adolf Hitler greets an adoring throng of German 


“The Nazis used grandiose spectacle, 
with torchlight parades and massive rallies, 
to conjure up a pseudo-religious fervour’ 





and the German people willingly surrendered 
their civil liberties in pursuit of the glorious future 
embodied in Hitler and promulgated by Goebbels. 
The day after the Reichstag fire, Hitler persuaded 
President Hindenburg to proclaim the Decree of the 
Reich President for the Protection of the People and 
State, which suspended numerous civil rights and 
granted sweeping powers to the government. The 
Nazis later used the decree as a basis for rounding 
up political opponents. Although the Nazis were 
a minority party in the Reichstag, Hitler wasted no 
time. Without the immediate authority to change 
the nation's constitution, on 23 March 1933, less 
than two months after taling office, the chancellor 
proposed the Law for the Removal of Distress from 
the People and the Reich. Popularly remembered as 
the ‘Enabling Law’, it proclaimed that in addition to 
the procedures of the constitution, the government 
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of the Reich was also empowered to enact laws. 
Furthermore, these laws could deviate from the 
constitution. With its enactment, the Enabling 
Law allowed Hitler to relegate the Reichstag to 
asecondary political position. 

Under the spell of Goebbels’ propaganda, 
the German people systematically surrendered 
themselves to Nazi ideology. In the spring of 
1933, trade unions were dismantled, their leaders 
imprisoned and their membership merged into 
a single, unified organisation dominated by the 
Bovernment and known as the German Labour 
Front. By mid-July, the Nazi Party was the only 
legal political party in Germany. In December, 
the Law to ensure the Unity of the Party and State 
established that the Nazi Party and the German 
nation were one in the same. By early 1934, local 
legislative bodies within the German states, or 
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Members of the Hitler Youth participate in a parade. 
German boys were required to join the organisation 


























































provinces, were abolished and local governments 
subordinated to the central Nazi interior ministry. 
Amid the wave of propaganda and the continual 
intrusion of the government into the daily lives 
of average Germans, from their workplace to their 
houses of worship, and even into their bedrooms, 
the people either applauded or tacithy supported 
the elimination of ‘subversive’ elements in German 
society. They approved of the brutal suppression 
of the communists, became complicit in the 
establishment of a police state by spying on their 
neighbours, and either enthusiastically joined in 
the persecution of Jews and other minorities or 
acquiesced to it. Perhaps the most telling aspect 
of Goebbels’ campaign was the identification and 
systematic persecution of the Jewish population of 
Germany and later all of Europe. Such scapegoating 
provided a focus, an internal energy, for the rising 
popularity of the Nazis among average Germans. 
By the summer of 1934, Hitler was, however, 
compelled to act against a growing threat 
from within his own tanks. Recognising the 
need to maintain relations with the army, he 
simultaneously dealt with the senior officers’ 
concerns regarding the influence of Ernst 
Roéhit's Sturmabteilung (SA), or Brownshirts, 
and eliminated a threat to his own power. The SAs 
leaders were murdered in the blondy purge of 40 
June 1934, which became known as the Night of 
the Long Knives. Other political foes, including 
former chancellor Kurt von Schleicher, were 
assassinated, The Nazi-controlled press proclaimed 
the action as a necessary elimination of enemies 
of the state, and therefore enemies of the people. 
The effective amalgamation of Nazi ideology 
with the German people solidified Hitler's position 
as dictator and facilitated his agenda of territonal 
expansion and the coming of World War IL. 
Although the rearmament of the German military 
had been progressing covertly, Hitler publicly 
repudiated the Versailles Treaty in 1935, revealing 
to the world that the Nazi war machine was a 





Forging the Nazi state 


threat to peace. However, within a remarkably short 
period, Hitler had taken control not only of the 
German political apparatus but also virtually every 
aspect of life in a police state. 


Hitler as ‘saviour’ 
The continual message of Nazi propaganda fuelled 
Hitler's consolidation of power, while the party 
leadership shrewdly recognised that religion 
remained a significant component of everyday 
life in Germany. Rather than directly confronting 
the church and risking the alienation of many 
Germans, the Nazis used grandiose spectacle, 
with torchlight parades and massive rallies, plus 
hypernationalism imbued with the superiority of 
the Aryan race, and the promotion of Hitler as the 
nation's ‘saviour’, to conjure up a pseudo-religious 
fervour, The Nazis zealously pursued the youth of 
Germany, mandating that young people belong to 
organisations affiliated with the party. The Filhrer 
once proclaimed to a gathering of the Hitler Youth 
that they were required to become as “hard as 
Krupp steel’, and they followed en masse. 

The Nazis skilfully utilised the economic 
chaos of the Great Depression to eliminate trade 
unions and establish the Reich Labour Front, 
while initiating massive projects to generate state- 
controlled jobs and create the illusion of a return 
to prosperiry. At the same time, Goebbels and his 
propagandists were instrumental in developing 
a coercive culture that extolled the virtues of 
Nazi and Aryan art, literature, music and science, 
Women were exploited - told their duty lay in 
producing babies to ensure the Reich's future. 

Through it all, an undercurrent of state- 
sponsored fear simmered, The Nazis recognised 
that terror was a powerful tool in controlling the 
masses, and the development of the police state 
provided the muscle that made the absolute power 
of the Nazi Party a way of life. The achievement 
of gleichschaltung, thus, remains as impressive 
as it is chilling, a warning to future generations 


DISMANTLING 
THE NAZI ORDER 


After World War II, the Ales embarked ona 
programme to rid Germany of its Nazi culture 
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he ‘Degenerate Art exhibition 1s a 
gigantic success and a deadly blow, 
wrote Joseph Goebbels on 24 July 1937 
five days alter the show's opening. 

A hit in the eyes of Hitler's nght- 
hand man and propaganda minister, the 
Degenerate Art exhibition was unlike any 
other exposition that had been put on in 
Germany before. This, after all was one 
exhibition no artist wanted to be a part of, 
driven by hate, revulsion, rejection and, above 
all, retribution. 


In the wake of World War I, Germany was 
a shattered nation, Lumped with crippling 
War reparations and led by an incompetent 
povermment, the country was turmbling into 
ruin. The emergence of a young and 
unqualified nobody called Adolf Hitler onto 
the political scene, however, soon changed 
the country's fortunes. Within years Hitler 
had soared through German politics and by 
1934 he had manipulated his position and 
named himself Fuhrer, and with this new title 
came absolute power 


But before his meteoric rise in politics, 
Hitler had dreamt of an entirely different life 
In 1907 Hitler applied to the Academy of Fine 
Arts in Vienna, determined to pursue a career 
as an artist. He was rejected, but the young 
man was determined and applied again the 
following year. Once again he was rebuffed, 
beaten to this prize place by more expressive, 
experimental artists. 

His creative ambition now relegated to 
a mere pipe dream, Hitler was bitter - and 
hellbent on revenge 
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Hitler and Goabbels take a 
tour of the the exhibition — 
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Upon achieving ultimate power, Hitler 
was determined to make Germany his 
own aesthetic paradise. While prized Nazi 
architects, such as Paul Ludwig Troost 
and later Albert Speer, embarked on 
transforming Germany into a neoclassical 
haven, Hitler was preparing to strike his 
vengeful blow upon the art world that hae 
rejected him nearly two decades before. 

In September 1933, Hitler had set up 
the Ministry of Public Enlightenment and 
Propaganda, with Joseph Goebbels at the 
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just as easily return with a vengeance. 
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helm. Finally Hitler had a means of ridding 


Germany of so-called ‘degenerate’ art, and 
Goebbels was tasked with pruning gallery 


collections, leaving only ‘true’ art. Goebbels, 


however, didn't share Hitler's artistic vision. 
A divide sprung up in the Nazi Party on 
the topic of expressionism - on one side 
stood Goebbels, an enthusiastic patron of 
expressionist painters, and on the other 
loomed the prominent Nazi theorist Alfred 
Rosenberg, who saw expressionism as the 
decay of humanity. After a year of flerce 
feuding, the matter was resolved when 


Hitler finally sided with Rosenberg, 


condemning expressionism as the antithesis 


of Nazi ideology. 

In celebration of Nazi-approved art, the 
Ministry of Public Enlightenment and 
Propaganda planned a brand-new annual 
exhibit, the Great German Art exhibition, 
intended to celebrate the ‘true’ artists of 
the Third Reich. Artists were invited to 
submit their works to a judging panel and 
ol the thousands of submissions, over 
600 artworks were chosen to feature. In 
the weeks leading up to this illustrious 
exhibition, however, Hitler visited Munich's 
House of Art, where the exhibition was to 
be held. The visit did not go to plan, with 
Goebbels later writing that Hitler was “wild 
with rage” at the selection. The judges 
were dismissed, and Hitler’s photographer, 


Heinrich Hoffman, was drafted 
in to redevelop the exhibition at 
the last minute. 

Dismayed at incurmne the 
wrath of the Fuhrer, Goebbels 
imagined a completely new 
kind of show to serve as a 
counter-ex hibition to Great 
German Art. Desperate to 
regain Hitler's favour, Goebbels 
pitched an exhibition of 
degenerate art to highlight the 
disparity between ‘traitorous’ 
and ‘patriotic’ art. The idea 
went down a storm, and an 24 
June Hitler officially gave his 

‘al of approval. 

The next day, Goebbels 
appointed Adolf Ziegler 
Hitler's favourite painter and 
later known as the ‘Master of 
German Pubic Hair’ for his 
nude paintings - to head up 
a Nationwide purge of the 
galleries, confiscating any 
works deemed degenerate. 
Aleclet was only too happy to 
comply, expelling thousands 
of works of art from the public 
view, over 650 of which would soon feature 
In the Degenerate Art exhibition. While works 
created by any artist deemed degenerate were 
rounded up, including works by Mondrian, 
Picasso and van Gogh, it was the work of 
German and Germany-based artists that were 
chosen for this very public humiliation. 

In a matter of just two weels, the exhibition 
was Planned in its entirety. Held in Munich's 
Institute of Archaeology in the Holgarten, the 
Degenerate Art exhibition was just round the 
comer from the House of Art, the home of 
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Crowds begin to gather around 
the entrance of the Degenerate 
i Art exhibition, held in Munich's 
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Hitler's Great German Art show. On 18 tags, a line read, “Paid for with hard-earned the salt-of-the-earth people of Germany, 


July 193% the Great German Art exhibition 
opened with much fanfare - but the popularity 
of its counter-exhibition that opened the 
next day was unprecedented; over the course 
of its showing, the Degenerate Art show 
reeled in five times as many visitors as its 
upmarket companion. 

Around 112 artists were exhibited in this 
hugely popular show, among them Wassily 
Kandinsky, Otto Dix, Ernst Ludwig Kirchner, 


tax-payers Money. 

Surrounding the art, graffiti condemning 
the works was scrawled all over the walls 
"Mockery of Gad’, “An insult to German 
womanhood", “The ideal - cretin and whore" 

Spread across several rooms, only sections 
of the exhibition were themed. The show 
opened with a room devoted to blasphemy 
and religious art; the second room dealt with 
lews; while a third contended with 


including soldiers, women and farmers. 
The rest of the exhibition descended into 
unorganised chaos. 

The Degenerate Art exhibition was a 
complete fiasco, an embarrassment to any 
curator. Paintings hung mere inches from 
one another and artworks were commonly 
misnamed or wrongly attributed. Rather 
than an exhibition, this was 


Max Beckmann and Oskar Kokoschka, who 
was Widely considered one of Austria’s greatest 
artists of the era. 

The art of these anti-Nazi artists, however, 
hung side by side with some unexpected 
companions. Emil Nolde, a proud and long- 
serving member of the Nazi Party, found 
his creations tarred as degenerate, and his 
paintings featured heavily throughout the 


who had long been supported, promoted and 

patronised by none other than Goebbels. 
Artworks vied for space on the walls 

and floors of the exhibition space with tags 

attached to each work that listed the price 


that galleries had paid to possess them. 
But with the dark, tumultuous days of the 
Weimar Republic and hyperinflation not 
even a decade prior, the costs were wildly 


exaggerated. On these seemingly eye-watering 
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a propaganda spectacle designed to enrage 
and provoke: it was exactly what the Nazis 
envisioned. These creations, unworthy in 
their eyes of being called ‘art, were unworthy 
of = ing on the walls of Germany's great 
gallery, and were unworthy of being seen by 
the German population. 

When the exhibition opened on 19 July 
193%, children were forbidden from attending 
for _ that they would be terrified - or 
worse, corrupted - by the obscenity of the 
art. For those who did attend, visitors were 
actively encouraged to interact with the art 

- actors were even hired to mingle with the 
crowd in o der to provoke reactions. Some 
sneered, some shouted, some spat. 
In the almost four-month run of the 
Degenerate Art exhibition, the show 
was considered one of the Ministry for 

Public Enlightenment and Propaganda’s 

eteatest successes. When it closed on 30 

November, it had averaged around 20,000 

visitors a day. With such exceptional 
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engagement, the exhibition was taken on 
the road, visiting 11 other cities across 
Germany and Austria until it officially closed 
in 1941. More than just a popular exhibition, 
it proved to be one of the most powerful 

early Nazi propaganda campaigns, sending 
shockwaves not just t thi roughout Germany, 
Dut across the world. 

While many in Germany were glad to 
celebrate the 'worthy’ art and culture of Nazi 
Germany, not all who visited the Degenerate 
Art exhibition were visiting for what the 
Nazis believed were the right reasons. 
Certainly, many visitors went to be shocked 
and to show their disdain for modern art, 
but for others the Degenerate Art exhibition 
Was an opportunity to say farewell forever to 
some of these contemporary masterpieces. 

In the wake of the Degenerate Art 
exhibition, the collection was divided. Some 
works were destroyed, deemed worthle 85, 
while those considered valuable on an 
International market were flogged at auctions 
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for cut-down prices, including works by van up dispersed across the world or 
Gogh, Gauguin and Picasso. In the ultimate tragically lost. 
act of hypocrisy, many degenerate works of But what of the artists whose 
art that were looted and sold by the Nazis reputations were ruined by the 
were acquired by the very men who sold Degenerate Art exhibition? Oskar 
them, bargain-hunters on the prowl for their Kokoschka fled to Czechoslovakia, 
next fortune. The rest ended then later the UK, before settling 
in Switzerland where he died 
Der Prifivent | in 1980, Utterly ruined by his 
sr Telddienmer tor Mihenben Sialir aie fall from grace, Ernst Ludwig 
, Kirchner killed himself in 1938. 
Max Beckmann, like Kokoschka, 
escaped into exile. The once- 
proud Nazi Emil Nolde was 
banned from ever painting again 
by his one-time compatriots, 
so took up watercolours, a 
medium that didn't smell and 
was therefore easy to hide, All 
degenerate artists who worked 
In universities and art schools 
lost their positions. 
Many of the artists who 
unwillingly starred in the 
Degenerate Art exhibition are 
3 today litthe more than just 
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THE GOTTBEGNADETEN LIST 


In a bid to build Nazi culture, a list of very special artists was drawn up 
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including the King of Morocco. In 1985 a museum devoted to 
eee eee ee M eh nee Gn mee eee) 
Pile eee el gna eee meee Loa 
Ll meee eg | eer ey a 
elites eee ee eae al . 








A young couple are publically humiliated 
by 54 and SS members to discourage 
fia cD MC md ee ok 





The road to genocide 





THE ROAD T 


GENOCI 














dolf Hitler's pathological anti-Semitism 
found voice in his first political tract, 
published in 1919, and it ran through to his 
last testament, written in his Berlin bunker 
before his suicide in 1945. In between, it 
cost the lives of millions. Its origins, however, 
remain the subject of discussion. In Mem Kampf 
he ascribes its inception to his 1908 move to 
Vienna, where he allegedly encountered one day, 
“An apparition in a black caftan and black hair 
locks.” He went on to say that the man looked 
unlike his fellow countrymen and the more he 
saw of the Jews, the more he recognised them as 
a separate people. 

“They became distinguished in my eyes,” he 
wrote, “from the rest of humanity.” Mein Kampf 
goes on to associate Jews with dirt and disease - 
a cruel prejudice that many soldiers would adopt 
during the occupation of Poland, which was 
home to thousands of rural Jews who lived in 
relative poverty. 

Some historians doubt the veracity of Hitler's 
words - he may have invented his Viennese 
conversion when writing Men Kampf, Whatever 





the truth, his anti-Semitism was certainly extant 
in the wake of Germany's defeat in the Great War 
of 1914 to 1918 - where he briefly served in the 
trenches - and the aftermath of which proved so 
disastrous for the Jewish population's relationship 
with its fellow Germans. 

Many German Jews had fought in the war, 
with some 12,000 killed and thousands more 
wounded or maimed - and the statistics alien 
with the percentage of Jews in the German 
populace - though many Germans incorrectly 
suspected that they had shirked their martial 
responsibilities. Germany's suing for peace in 1918 
was framed by civil unrest, much of it inspired 
by Bolshevik uprisings to the east, and it did 
not escape notice that many leading Bolsheviks 
had Jewish origins. Trotsky, for one, was calling 
for revolution in Germany. The collapse of the 
German Empire, thought many nationalists, was 
inspired by Jewish subversion. 

Certainly, this was Hitler's view and, following 
his election as Reich Chancellor on 30 January 
1933, his ideology soon became manifested 
through direct action, 
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During the election campaign, the 
Sturmabteilung - the brown-shirted Stormtroopers 
of the Nazi party, also known as the SA - had 
employed violence against their political 
opposition. From early March of that year, the 
SA began visiting viclence upon the Jewish 
population of Germany. 

At the first session of parliament, the Nazis 
forced through the Enabling Act, allowing the 
government to pass laws without the consent 
of the Reichstag or the President, and the SA's 
Violence now carried Hitler's authority. The SA 
thugs were no longer operating outside the 
law. The violence did not go unnoticed in the 
international arena, and there were calls for a 
boycott of German goods. The regime responded 
by going on the attack: Hitler ordered a nationwide 
boycott of Jewish stores, 

With Joseph Goebbels taking control of the 
newly established Ministry of Propaganda and 
Popular Enlightenment in March, indectrination 
of the people began in earnest. The Ministry of 
Education, under party guidance, was purged of 
opposition and new textbooks were issued that 
promoted Nazi ideology, including the concept of 
racial purity. By October, Jews were barred from 
working in professions pertaining to culture, such 
as Tadio, film and music, as well as from holding 
editorships at the newspapers. The same year saw 
them barred from entering the legal profession, 
while doctors and dentists were forbidden from 
practising in the state sector. 

Books by those perceived to be anti-German, 
including Jewish and Marxist authors, were soon 
piled high in burning pyres all across the country. 
During the 1800s, Heinrich Heine, a German 
poet of Jewish origin, had said that the burning 
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“Books by those perceived to be anti-German, 


including Jewish and Marxist authors, were 
soon piled high in burning pyres” 


of books would lead to the burning of people. 
His words were prophetic - in Nazi Germany it 
took just eight years. 

The physical violence meted out upon the 
Jewish population by the 5A quietened during 
1934, with the new regime more conscious of the 
international community casting disapproving 
elances its way. Intimidation was relentless, 
nevertheless, and the violence, while sporadic, was 
perennial. Still, many Jews thought the worst was 
over, and those who'd fled the violence of 1933 
began trickling back home. 

In fact, that ageression was just dormant. 
During the spring and summer of 1935 it erupted 
once more, spurred on by Nazi propaganda. 
Sexual relationships between Germans and Jews 
came under scrutiny, as did mixed-race marriages. 
By 1935 these were prohibited by law, courtesy of 
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legislation announced at a Nazi rally in Nuremberg 
on 15 September. These Nuremberg Laws became 
the fulcrum of anti-Jewish legislation and 
Testricted citizenship to those of ‘pure’ or ‘kindred’ 
blood; Jews, meanwhile, were to be subjects of 

the Reich with civil obligations, limited legal 
protection but no political rights. 

The Laws created a number of dilemmas for 
Reich administrators by failing to define in certain 
terms who was actually to be deemed a Jew. In 
November, the bureaucracy settled upon two 
basic categories: a person was a full Jew if they 
had three or four Jewish grandparents, and a 
Mischlinge - or a person of mixed race - if they 
had one or two Jewish grandparents. 

There was some respite for the Jewish 
population in 1936, as Hitler sought international 
acceptance with Berlin's hosting of the Olympic 





Top Nazi Party members march in remembrance of 1923's 
Beer Hall Putsch, Munich, Germany, 9 November 1938 








The road to genocide 


ENEMIES OF THE STATE 


While Jews were the primary targets of Nazi racial 
and social policy, they were not its only victims 


During the first half of 1933, the Nazi 
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were imprisoned, while social outcasts 


. or those described as deviants - sex 

: offenders, the intellectually feeble, 

! sex workers and alcoholics - were 
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In 1939, shortly after the outbreak 


: of war, the state introduced T-4, a 

: programme of euthanasia to murder 
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: The methods employed, however, 
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Games, A boycott, provoked by anti-Semitic 
Violence, would have severely damaged the 
Reich's standing, though outside the major cities, 
in Germany's vast rural tracts, the quality of 
Jewish hte continued to diminish, Thousands 

of disillusioned Jews, who had once regarded 
themselves as German, flooded into the cities. 

In the wake of the Olympics, Hitler launched 
his Four Year Plan. He had already sent troops 
into the Rhineland, which had been deemed a 
demilitarised zone by the Treaty of Versailles, 
and now he prepared his nation for further 
imperial expansion. 

The Plan also laid out ideological goals and 
identified the perceived danger of Bolshevism in 
the East. For Hitler and the Nazis, the Jews were 
inextricably linked to this threat. Hence Hitler 
was outlining his plan to bring Bolshevism and, 
by association, international Jewry to its knees. 
Germany would enhance its military. He would 
fight the Jews. They had cost Germany victory 
In the Great War, he said, and they'd conquered 
Russia. Germany must strike back. 

In January 1937, proposals were drawn up for a 
campaign designed to force the Jewish population 
out of Germany by attacking its economic base. 
If the Jews could not survive economically, they 
would emigrate, and Germany would try to steer 
them towards poor, underdeveloped areas where 
they would be unable to regroup and pose a 
future threat to the Reich. 

The directives empowered municipal offices, 
the Gestapo and local Nazi officials to intimidate 
Jewish businesses, In some cases forcing their 
closure. The policy of ‘Aryanisation’ allowed the 
transfer of commercial enterprises from Jewish 
ownership to German for a fraction of the true 
value. As more and more fled the country, others 
responded in desperation by taking their own 
lives. "The Jews in Germany entered 1938 with a 
feeling of dread and growing helplessness,” writes 
one leading historian. 





In truth, the year unfolded in a manner even 
more frightful than they had feared. In February 
1938, Hitler demanded self-determination for all 
Germans in Austria and Czechoslovakia and, 
shortly after, Austnan Nazis noted and invited 
Hitler to invade, which he did in March. The 
annexation of Austria was known as Anschluss. 
There were terrible repercussions against Vienna's 
Jews, many of whom had supported the deposed 
chancellor or the pre-existing Austrian republic, 
Shops were ransacked or, at the very least, 
subjected to crippling boycotts, while the local 
Nazis and members of the Schutzstaffel, or SS, 
forced Jews into menial and humiliating tasks. 

The SS officer Adolf Eichmann was posted to 
Vienna to encourage and oversee the emigration 
of the Jewish population and he proved highly 
capable. As a consequence, Nazi leaders in 
Germany's Great cities, hearing of the viclence 
in Vienna and Eichmann’s success, hoped they 
too could expedite the emigration of their 
Jewish populations. Violence against German 
Jews escalated once more, with attacks aimed 
specifically at religious sites, such as synagogues 
and cemeteries. 

Those same leaders found further opportunity 
when, in April 1938, a decree was passed to meet 
the demands of the Four Year Plan, pushing for 
the registration and then the potential enforced 
sale of Jewish businesses. This boosted Nazi 
coffers While also adding further economic 
pressure on the beleaguered Jewish population. 
When Hitler came to power there were around 
50,000 Jewish businesses in Germany. By July 
1938 there were only around 9,000. In June the 
Nazis demolished the main synagogue in Munich. 
It was the first that they totally destroyed. It 
would by no means be the last. 

During October 1938, Hitler marched into 
the Sudetenland (the northern, southern, and 
western areas of former Czechoslovakia, which 
were inhabited by many Sudeten Germans). The 
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burgeoning imperialism, both here and through 
Anschluss, bolstered the confidence of the top 
men in the 55, the likes of Heinrich Himmler and 
Reinhard Heydrich, who quickly sought to boost 
their own influence and power. 

Already by August 1938, Hitler had agreed 
to Himmiler's wish for an armed extension 
of the SS, a move that would bring yet more 
misery down upon Jews in both the East and 
the West. The SS leaders regarded their elite 
force as the future masters of a German Empire 
and they were dedicated to the destruction of 
those they perceived as ideological adversaries, 
which, according to Himmler, comprised, “Jewry, 
freemasonry, Marxism and the churches of 
the world.” With Hitler keen to keep his own 
association with anti-Semitic behaviour out of the 
public eye at this time, those ‘working towards 
the Fuhrer’ executed Nazi ideology - members of 
the $5, for example, were keen to execute Hitler's 
bidding without the need for direct orders. 

For all the heightened violence and anti-Semitic 
Nazi Party activity during 1938, the regime's 
leadership was still frustrated by what it perceived 
as sluggish emigration numbers, despite the 
rounding up and deportation of some 18,000 
Polish Jews in October 1938. 

Since 1937, Eichmann had suggested that 
pogroms - targeted ethnic cleansing - should be 
launched against the Jews. What the Nazis really 
needed was an excuse, something that they could 
use to justify ramped-up violence against their 
primary target, something that they could use to 
justify the action to conservatives at home and 
to the disapproving international community 
overseas. ‘They got what they wanted on ‘/ 
November 1938, 

A young Polish Jew, Herschel Grynszpan, shot 
the German third legation secretary in Paris. 
seeking revenge for the enforced deportation of 
his family, he had hoped to shoot the German 
Ambassador but opened fire on the first official 





| ities sista Des fe ry ay 
5 dre: ‘Wits [ 


4 ~ 
‘a Ariat 
ed ek i 


sr haehae > 


Suide rat fa mene 


anluna? uni 








seb of 


l. *- q 


eo 





Boycotts of businesses, enforced here by SA members, were 
EV Me RAR eee eee 

































“The singular action of one disaffected man 
was painted as a tangible proof that Jews were 


seeking to spark war” 


that he saw. This unfortunate secretary, Ernst 
vom Rath, succumbed to his wounds just as 
Nazis across Germany were gathered to celebrate 
the 15th anniversary of the ill-fated Munich Keer 
Hall Putsch of 1923, which saw Hitler and his 
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The Nazi state carried its terror into new territories, 
and the Jews in particular were the biggest victims 
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ambitious Nazi Party bid to overrun and replace 
the Weimar government. 

The morning after Rath’s shooting, on & 
November, the Nazi press, directed by Goebbels, 
Was Saturated with vicious anti-Jewish sentiment 
designed to stir up tensions. The singular action 
of one disaffected man was painted as a tangible 
proof that Jews were seeking to spark war 
between Germany and France. When receiving 
reports of Rath’s death on the afternoon of 9 
November, Hitler, Goebbels and Hermann Goring 
also heard that the news had ignited a wave of 
anti-Semitic violence in the town of Dessau, with 
shops smashed and the synagogue burned. 


Hitler had dinner among a large congregation of 


Nazi officials, SA members and party men at the 
Qld Town Hall in Munich to celebrate the heroes 
of the Beer Hall Putsch but departed early, leaving 
Goebbels to address the crowd. The Minister 
for Propaganda delivered a short but highly 
inflammatory speech, reporting Rath’s death 
and the spontaneous violence that had erupted 
elsewhere in Germany. He encouraged further 
‘demonstrations’ against the Jews, suggesting that 
this too should appear spontaneous. 

The gathered throng, many of whom were full 
of drink, proved a receptive audience and were 

















The road to genocide 


soon in contact with their organisations across 
the country, although the 5S were ordered to 
stand down - random violence did not fit their 
remit - and if they acted they were to wear 
civilian uniforms. 

The pogrom that followed over the night of 9-10 
November became known as Kristallnacht (Crystal 
Night, or Night of Broken Glass), courtesy of the 
deluge of shattered glass that littered the streets as 
Jewish business were attacked. That night, around 
100 synagogues were demolished, 8,000 shops 
were struck and around lOO Jews were killed. 
Heydnch estimated that the damage inflicted ran 
to several hundred million marks. 

The human misery of the victims, however, 
writes one of Hitler's preeminent biographers, “was 

z incalculable’. Terrible beatings and maltreatment 

Austrian Jews are forced to wash i a 
Perret = vere visited on men and women, old folk and 

CUE CheE eee 8 §=Choildren; suicide was rife that night, The attacks 
were chaotic and disorganised, humiliating and 
brutal. There was sexual violence and degradation. 
In the days following, some 30,000 Jewish men 
were rounded up and sent to the concentration 
camps at Sachsenhausen, Buchenwald and 
Dachau. These hac been built to house political 
prisoners and were not designed for the sudden 
influx of thousands of new inmates; conditions 
weTe appalling, the beatings were pitiless. 

On 12 November, Goring convened a meeting 
of 100 senior party officials at the Air Ministry 
to assess the economic impact of the pogrom. 
Insurance companies were ordered to pay out 
damages, though this was to be collected by the 
Reich, not by the Jews, and the Jews themselves 
were ordered to pay a billion marks before their 
total exclusion from the economy on 1 January 
1939. Given such draconian measures and the 
ferocity of Kristallnacht, thousands of Jews 
started the emigration process. Some 100,000 
left between the pogrom and the outbreak of war. 
Of the unfortunates that remained many were 
conscripted for forced labour; around 15,000 by 
May 1939. 

Though accidental and opportunist, the 
November pogrom - and the relish with which 
Inany Germans participated in its execution 
- proved the efficacy of Nazi propaganda. The 
Jews had been dehumanised. In the aftermath 
of its haphazard, chaotic viciousness, the Nazi 
Tegime then began a more coherent and organised 
persecution campaign, With Kristallnacht, the 
Nazis had taken a pivotal, fateful step down the 
road to genocide. 

In his speech to the Reichstag on 30 January 
1939, celebrating his sixth year in office, Hitler 
publicly associated the destruction of the Jews 
with the advent of forthcoming conflict. If the 
Jewry of international finance should plunge the 
world into another war, he declared, "the result 
will be net the Bolshevization of the Earth and 
thereby the victory of Jewry, but the annihilation 
oI | of the Jewish race in Europe.” As war unfolded, 
ee eee = litler made this annihilation a vital tenet of his 

_UZJU™=EPU=IZ=Z=@=iiV—itm7_—_:_".! = olicy It was not long before the Holocaust began. 
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ivotal to Nazi ideology, its propaganda and 
its election manifesto was the promise to 
build a new Germany, a phoenix rising in 
defiant glory from the ashes of a decrepit 
and complicit Weimar Republic. At the 
centre of this ideology stood the concept of 
national community, Those regarded as alien 
were to be suffocated, punished or removed. 

Even before the Nazis launched attacks against 
German Jews, cruminals, ‘eypsies' and others, 
their paramilitary groups — the SA and the S55 
unleashed a reign of terror on their political rivals. 
The main opposition to the new regime came 
from the left, with communists, trade unions 

and the Social Democrats all competing with the 
Nazis both during the Weimar Republic and in the 
wake of the Nazis’ rise to power. The communists, 
in particular, were vocal opponents, printing 
leaflets and newspapers criticising the regime. 
The reaction, just weeks after the Nazis took 
power, in 1933, was swift and brutal, Opponents 
were - in their tens of thousands - detained, 
tortured and sent to concentration camps. 

Among the most notable groups were Beginning 
Anew, the Socialist Front, the Saefkow group 

and the International Socialist Fighting League. 
Often regarded as the most important was the 
Red Orchestra, as it was dubbed by the Gestapo, 
led by Luftwaffe lieutenant Harro Schulze-Boysen 
along with Arvid and Mildred Harnack. ‘The group 
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managed to smuggle people out of Germany, 
as well as keeping Hitler's enemies informed of 
Nazi atrocities. Its leaders were executed in 1942. 

Another mellifluously named outfit was the 
White Rose group, which bloomed out of a youth 
movement from the Weimar years. If they felt 
any love for National Socialism, it quickly ebbed 
away once the new regime's violence, racism and 
autocratic methods became apparent. Its members 
were especially appalled by the behaviour of 
German forces during the campaign in the East. 

Led by students, they advocated nonviolent 
protest, printing thousands upon thousands 
of leaflets condemning anti-Semitism and the 
murders of the Polish elite. They also pilloried what 
they considered the apathy of their own citizenry, 
and hoped their media campaigns would provoke 
others inte action and incite a national uprising. 
After Stalingrad, they launched a graffiti carmpaign 
and - though their leaders were eventually 
caught and executed - their leaflets were widely 
disseminated; the RAF dropped thousands 
of them across Germany during 1943. 

Another youth group was the Edelweiss Pirates, 
who formed in opposition to the Hitler Youth, 
whom they regularly attacked, At first, the regime 
took a relatively soft stance, hoping to re-educate 
the youthful members. Yet in the wake of the July 
1944 attempt on Hitler's life, Himmler ordered 
a crackdown - 13 of its leaders were hanged, 
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Still, for all their efforts, most opposition 
groups struggled to make a significant impact. 
The left-wing collectives saw their leaders either 
incarcerated or opting for a life in exile. The 
Gestapo had made these groups their chief targets 
and informers, along with old adversaries with 
scores to settle, soon undermined them. Many 
syinpathisers were deterred from overt action. 

Indeed, even fellow Nazis were not safe if their 
intentions or aspirations deviated from those 
advocated by Hitler and his closest confidantes. 
The paramilitary SA, for example, had never fully 
accepted its subservience to the party's political 
wing. When, during the early months of 1934, 
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“The reaction was swift and brutal - within 
weeks, tens of thousands were detained, 
tortured and sent to concentration camps” 
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most organised and potentially effective opposition 
did begin to devolve onte officers and officials 
who were, for the most part, above suspicion. 

The first of these groups had supported Nazi 
policy, having regarded the National Socialists as 
saviours delivering the country from the threat of 
Bolshevism. Their ardour began to wane, however, 
as Hitler absorbed ever more control from the state 
bureaucracy and embarked on the path to war. 

Chief among these men were the army chief 
of staff, General Ludwig Beck, who quit his post 
in protest of Hitler's confrontation with Britain 
and France over his plans for Czechoslovakia; 
the former mayor of Leipzig, Carl Goerdeler; 


SA leader Ernst Rohm was killed 
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its chief, Ernst Rohm, riled Hitler by boosting his 
organisation's military faculties — by recruiting 
more men (the SA's ranks swelled to 4.5 million), 
ordering arms from overseas and conducting 
large-scale parades — his fate was set. 

From 30 June to 2 July 1934, Hermann Goring 
and Heinrich Himmler instigated Operation 
Hummingbird, or the Night of the Long Knives as 
it became known, a bloody purge that witnessed 
the murder of Rohm, a host of his allies, and 
other more conservative politicians who had 
expressed concerns overt the party's increasingly 
radical agenda. It is thought that up to 200 might 
have died. Hitler claimed he was suppressing 
an attempted coup cétat. 

Though Réhm cid not actually contest Hitler's 
political and military ambitions, the Gestapo proved 
so effective at crushing political opposition that the 


Wher eel Tey Pe ers 
jehwlze - Boysen, Harro ere 


me 


oe he 


Carle arn : 


Geel uebbe Fibers | 

Eg et mae abe S| nampa Sleumlew haere de A pete 
\k ausfiagcn. ich bun vellkonmen rekig und rok duiie Frock of: 
a pepast tel Deh Ps pei hate asf a gamaty belt 
fo mudhoge Binge da eat con Lithey des erly nicht pekr 
elves seamen rot ees ooh pede ~ daw il dy ancl 
preAr schreiben. Alles sigs ach beat tat uh ta mecnee Lay, 
Seve Merecn wo mednie lbereeagang horas land in 
se fte Kaken owe Fhe als meee Olde as Bes 
Cancion. Peeue ACA ik Gach ! 

Pieser Ted pasa oe er Jrmenad sive hake ich mcr ott 
vat diwemt, FF vat ee casptdeds "aed ~ ane is Fiorivel bey 













Mere anrd ma Met sche wtema ich an Goh Little 
(Gdergs rst mo sgh und dult mon Jick. 
al aur gletches Stunde!) Enok Gry? Heelas? und 
(che te mglich, mo tee sil deep 


Red ‘aii. waa leader ae nee Boy: SETS farewell 


letter to his parents. He was executed in 1942 
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Adam von Trott in the foreign ministry; 
and Hans Oster, a senior intelligence officer. 
These influential figures cautioned the Western 
powers about Hitler's intent. Yet their warnings 
went unheeded, so they hatched a plan to arrest 
Hitler before he steered Germany into a war. Oster 
spearheaded the plot and drew in senior figures 
such as Colonel General Franz Halder, Admiral 
Wilhelm Canaris, and Lieutenant General Erwin 
von Witzleben, who planned to storm the Reich 
Chancellery, seize contral of the government, and 
arrest or kill Hitler. Wilhelm II would be restored. 
Unfortunately for the plotters, the Munich 
agreement of September 1938 - at which Britain 
and France accepted the German annexation of 
the Sudetenland in Czechoslovakia - scotched 
their plans. The prospect of all-out war, which 
they feared, seemed to recede. 
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Hermann Goring (in white) and 
other officers survey the damage 
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July 19-44 attempt on Hitler's life 


General Field Marshal Erwin von 
Witzleben was designated to become 
commander-in-chief of the Wehrmacht 
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On 20 July 1944, a group of military leaders tried to 
assassinate Hitler in a bid to sue for a favourable peace 
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When the conflict they dreaded did erupt, 
following the invasion of Poland, the conspirators 
became appalled by the barbarism of their 
occupying forces. Hence, when they heard of 
an attempt on Hitler's life in the Burgerbraukeller, 
on the evening of 8 November 1939, they thought 
it might have been initiated by one of their own. 

As it transpired, Georg Elser, a joiner from 
Konigsbronn, launched the assassination effort 
unaided, targeting Hitler with a bomb as he 
gave his annual speech in commemoration of 
the Beer Hall Putsch. Hitler left the auditorium 
earlier than expected and while the bomb 
detonated, killing eight and injuring 62 others, 
its Main target survived. Elser was held at Dachau 
before his execution less than a month before 
Germany's surrender in 1945. 


Resistance from within 

The group continued to formulate plans for Hitler's 
removal throughout the war and, as their circle 
widened, they came into contact with another of 
the most significant domestic resistance groups, 
the Kreisau Circle, led by Helmuth James von 


Moltke and named after the estate where they met. 


With membership drawn from a variety of 
backgrounds, though led by Prussian aristocrats 
and demonstrating a strong moral and religious 
orientation, the Kreisau Circle were pacifists who, 
inihally, objected to the idea of assassination, 
They beheved that the Third Reich would not 
last — a treasonous assumption in Nazi Germany 

and concentrated their efforts on debating their 
country’s social and political future in a free world. 

The Circle's reprehension of the regime's 
increasing brutality, however, eventually led it to 
accept a plot to remove Hitler by violent means 
and the group became embroiled in the July Plot 
of 1944, led by Lieutenant Colonel Claus von 
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stauffenberg. The group had already started to 
falter after the Gestapo pounced on Moltke in 
lanuary 1844 and it fizzled out when the remainder 
of its most senior members were arrested later 

that year. 

Like many other dissenters among the German 
military, Stauffenberg, a Swabian aristocrat, 
had supported the new regime. He objected 
to its anti-Semitism and disapproved of Hitler's 
warmongering, though he served in Poland 
and approved of German plans for the country's 
colonisation, He also enthused about the success 
of the blitzkrieg in the West. 

Though he held the Poles in low regard, as did 
many Germans, he became increasingly concerned 
with military brutality in the East, the final straw 
coming when he was presented with irrefutable 
evidence of SS-led massacres of Ukrainian Jews. 
He decided he must try to kill Hitler. 

While serving with the loth Panzer Division 
in North Africa, he was badly wounded and tool 
a new position as chief of staff at the War Office in 
Berlin. A close proximity to Hitler would afford him 
the chance of an assassination attempt. He would 
almost succeed. There had already been a number 
of attempts on Hitler's life — the Communist Josef 
‘Beppo’ Romer tried several times — but the Fiihrer 
had what is aptly described as ‘the luck of the devil 
when it came to dodging death. 

Though the July Plotters were largely disgruntled 
conservatives, opposition to Hitler was drawn from 
many quarters. Protestant and Catholic churchmen 
were regular critics and he faced dissension from 


across the political spectrum, from ordinary 


citizens at home, those in the conquered territories 
and the military. There was acquiescence among 
the masses during the war but it was not uniform. 
Many brave Germans gave their lives in a bid to 
halt Hitler. ‘heir sacrifice should net be overlooked, 
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The road to war 


Written by Will Lawrence 


o European of his time had more potently 
imbibed the soldierly ethic than Adolf 
Hitler.” wrote one of World War II's 

most celebrated historians. Hitler had 
volunteered in 1914 and proved a good 
soldier, After the war, the army encouraged him 
to join an embryonic nationalist movement, the 
German Workers’ Party (a precursor to the Nazi 
Party), which he did along with other members of 
his regiment, including Captain Ernst Rohm, who 
founded the party’s paramilitary arm, the SA, and 
Lieutenant Rudolf Hess. 

From the outset, Nazism had a military ethos, 
and the ideals that Hitler professed - including 
the condemnation of the Treaty of Versailles and 
the lament for his country’s loss of territory - 
painted towards the militarisation he would later 
invoke. Some historians argue that Hitler was an 
opportunist without a clearly defined mission, or 


that his regime had little by way of coherent policy 


objectives, hamstrung as it was by internecine 

squabbling and personal empire building. 
Others, however, see matters in a different 

hight. They suggest Hitler had long harboured 


ambitions to undo the damage of Versailles by 

not just reclaiming former German territories, but 
also by expanding his country’s borders. They add 
that policies such as the bid for racial purity, which 
fostered anti-Semitism and laws on euthanasia, 
were designed to prepare the nation for war, aS was 
his elimination of not only his political opponents, 
but also any potential for political opposition. For 
it was war and conquest, he believed, rather than 
iree trade, which would provide the bedrock for 
the social reconstruction he desired. 

Germany was in a precarious position when 
Hitler assumed the chancellorship in 1933. As 
such, he could not openly advocate for a return to 
rearTmament and conquest, at least not at first. Early 
in his tenure, when Hitler spoke to the nation on 
the radio for the very first time, he posed as 4 man 
of peace. When addressing the military command 
in early February 1933, however, he spoke of war. 

Rearmament, he emphasised to the gathered 
soldiery, was pivotal. As was, “The conquest of 
new living space in the east and its ruthless 
Germanisation.” He advocated the return of 
conscription once the state leadership had 
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hise to power 


weeded out the pacifists, Marxists and Bolsheviks. 


The army, despite many of its aristocratic officers 


looking down on this social upstart, largely agreed. 


And whereas they had stood firmly against Hitler 
during his failed military putsch in 1923, a decade 
on, they now placed the country’s most powerful 
institution at his disposal. 

The rearmament programme began in earnest 
in 1934, with Hitler borrowing vast sums from 


overseas lenders, whom he had no intention of ever 
repaying. Under his guidance, Germany's economy 


prospered. In the words of one military historian, 
“What followed was one of the most remarkable 
and complete political and military revolutions 
ever cared through by one man." 


Testing Versailles’ limits 


The process of rearmament was carefully managed. 


Hitler did not move to openly abrogate the tenets 


of Versailles, but carefully sidestepped them under 


the pretext of reactions to other nations’ policies. 
France, for example, beset by a dechning birth 
rate, announced that it was doubling the length 
of its conscripts’ military service; Hitler suggested 


that this threatened his country’s national security 


and therefore began the enlargement of the 
100,000-strong army permitted by Versailles, 
Conscription was re-introduced to Germany. 

In March 1935, under the same pretext, he 
announced the creation of the Luftwaffe, another 
breach of the treaty. He sought to mollify France's 
concerns by offering a pact that declared a 
limitation on Germany's army capped at 300,000, 
and an air force that would stand at half the 
strength of the French. When France refused 
the terms he blamed her intransigence for his 


increasing Germany's strength beyond these totals. 
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“The Munich Agreement proved a turning 
point - Hitler abandoned appeasement, 
recognising the West did not want to fight” 





Though the rebirth of conscription boosted 
troop numbers, the recruits were raw and under- 
equipped - unable, therefore, to withstand any 
military response from the great powers to this 
provocation. He desperately hoped to reclaim 
the Rhineland, but knew he must show restraint 
until events overseas presented a viable excuse. 

That moment armved courtesy of a move by 
the Italian dictator Benito Mussolini. The 1926 
Locamo Agreement, with Britain and Italy as its 
guarantors, had assured the demilitarisation of the 
Rhineland. When Mussolini launched his invasion 
of Ethiopia (or Abyssinia as it was then known) 
in October 1935, it brought him into conflict with 
Britain and the League of Nations. Hitler pounced 
on the crisis, with Britain and Italy at loggerheads, 
and in March 1936 ordered troops into the 
demulitarised zone on the left of the Rhine. 
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A few months later, events in Europe offered 
Hitler a chance to further boost his martial 
construction. The Spanish Civil War erupted 
in July 1936 and when the Nationalists failed 
to take complete control of the country, their 
leader, General Franco, turned to both Hitler and 
Mussolini for help. Both dispatched substantial 
forces to Spain and this offered Hitler a chance to 
test his nascent armies in the cauldron of conflict. 
The lessons they learned would pay dividends 
when he turned his attention to Polanc. 

The German policy in Spain was to provide 
enough support to Franco to keep the conflict 
boiling but not enough to bring its conclusion. 
The longer it lasted, the longer it would hold the 
rest of Europe's attention. In the meantime, Hitler 
continued his rearmament programme unmolested 
and further tested his troops’ readiness for battle. 
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and engineering works, which played 
a key role in the national rearmament 
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The road to war 
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As soon as he was elected, Hitler embarked 
upon a seduction of the army 


Hither knew he had to handle the 
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remove him from power, and it 
had already hindered his ambitions 
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army was also central to his future 
plans for Germany - rearmament and 
expansion. He would win its support. 
Many within its ranks were aware 
that the armed forces, more than 
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Additionally, the armed forces 
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with an elite military ethos. 


War in Spain also fostered a positive relationship 
between Hitler and Mussolini. This facilitated 
Hitler's annexation of Austria, a move that 
was Initially blocked by Italian opposition. ‘The 
relationship was Made stronger by Mussolini's 
Visit to Germany in September 1937, a trip that 
left him mightily impressed with the country and 
its future potential. From then on, the self-styled 
I] Duce was interested only in further cementing 
the relationship between the two nations, an 
alignment he dubbed "the axis” — a name that 
would soon become known around the world. 

Before the forging of this relationship, 

Hitler had already announced 

at the Nuremberg Party Rally 

of September 1936 the details 

of the Four Year Plan, a blueprint 
for what he envisaged as 
Germany's future self-sufficiency 
and a key building block in the 
rearmament process, His trusted 
aide Hermann Goring, the plan's 
chief architect, was charged 
with overseeing its execution, 
with its economic conclusion 
being designed to expedite 
Germany's territorial expansion, 

Hitler had, in private, 
spoken of a four-year 
programme immediately after 
his. appointment as chancellor 
in 1933, but the shift in world politics, and the 
immediate need for an economic programme to 
sit as the cornerstone of the 1936 Nuremberg Rally, 
saw the programme made public and it captured 
the attention of the press. The newspapers took 
up the title Four Year Plan and it went on to 
become an official decree on 18 October. A shift 
in Germany foreign policy would follow, with 
acts of open aggression coming to the fore. 

In the run-up to this aggression, however, Hitler 
also worked for a peace. He had long suspected 
that should Europe descend into war, Britain 
would side with France. And yet this suspicion was 
tempered by hope. Hitler respected Britain and its 


Bismarck in 1941 





The German battleship 





impressive naval power, and recognised its ability 
to call on a well of military aid from its empire. He 
also trecognised its Anglo-Saxon past and its racial 
hes to the Germanic heritage he so admired, 


Hopes for a British union 
He thought a pact with Britain might be possible 
with the signing of the Anglo-German Naval 
Agreement on 18 June 1935, negotiated by Joachim 
von Ribbentrop, which permitted the expansion of 
the German navy, the Kriegsmarine, on condition 
that its total tonnage would not exceed 35 per cent 
of the Royal Navy's. Ribbentrop also convinced 
Hitler that King Edward VIII 

was anti-Semitic and therefore 
pro-Getman. Hitler appointed 
Ribbentrop as the ambassador 
with a remit to entice Britain 
into an anti-commMUunist pact. 

Despite Hitler's ambitions, the 
king's abdication in December 
1936, coupled with increasing 
political tension over Abyssinia, 
the reoccupation of the Rhineland 
and Germany's involvernent in 
Spain, meant that Hitler's hopes 
of an alliance began to ebb away. 
He therefore concentrated his 
efforts in forging closer ties with 
Italy, encouraged by Mussolints 
anti-Bolshevist sentiments, and 
by looking beyond Europe to another military 
power with similar political ideals - Japan. 

Though Ribbentrop had failed to bring Britain 
closer to Germany, he had proved the driving 
farce in the rapprochement with Japan. By the 
end of 1937 Germany, Italy and Japan had all 
signed up to the Anti-Comintern Pact, an anti- 
communist alliance centred on policy towards 
Russia. Britain was also invited to sign, though it 
declined amid concerns over the coming together 
of the world’s most expansionist powers. 

Hitler was undeterred. His expansionist 
dream - the concept of lebensraum (or increased 
living space) was a central tenet of Nazi ideology 
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- was set to become reality. He needed more 
raw materials, while the claiming of pro-German 
terntory would boost the potential number of 
recruits for his expanding armies. He turned 

his attention once more to Austria. 

In a precursory move he dismissed the minister 
of war, General Werner von Blomberg, and the 
commander-in-chief of the army, Wemer von 
Fritsch, who had expressed reservations, and with 
his trusted supporter Ribbentrop installed in the 
foreign office, he assuaged Italian concerns about 
the Tyrol region and encouraged the Austrian 
Nazi Party to bring its influence to bear 
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On 12 March, German troops marched into 


Austria. Despite an inauspicious showing of military 


efficiency, characterised by numerous mechanical 
breakdowns and mishaps, the move was a great 
success, With hordes of Austrians flooding the 
streets to greet the troops. When Hitler visited 
Vienna, where he had spent his youth, rapturous 
crowds cheered him. The German economy was 
boosted by the seizure of Austrian assets, including 
its gold reserve, and the military now had an even 
stronger base from which to launch an offensive 
apainst Czechoslovakia. 

Hitler had suspected that the Western powers 
would do little to intervene with the annexation 
of Austria (a move known as Anschluss) and 
beyond their verbal protestation he was proved 
correct. He apphed the same thought process to 
his next target; Czechoslovalia, while postulating 
that the Soviet Union would not come to its aid 
as the Red Army would have to cross Poland, 
which the latter would not permit. 

He played up the (largely imagined and 
certainly grossly overstated) plight of the Sudeten 
Germans who lived just across his country's border 
and who, it was said, were suffering persecution. 
On 12 September, he delivered a strongly anti- 
Czechoslovakian speech at Nuremberg and 
soon after ordered troops to the border. 

In spite of their apparent ambivalence over 
Anschluss, neither Britain nor France felt inclined 
to abandon Czechoslovakia to its fate. And yet 


The Nazi invasion of Czechoslovakia prompted 
Britain and France to issue wamings that they 
ECG M a hime eT ema A i amen men ea ary be 


neither had the stomach for war. In the wake 
of increasing German militarisation, both had 
embarked on rearmament processes of their 
own, but they knew they were lagging behind. 


The final steps 

The British prime minister, Neville Chamberlain, 
flew to Germany to try and dampen the crisis 

and Hitler informed him that to avert war, 
Czechoslovalia must cede the Sudetenland. 
Chamberlain promised he would try to ensure 

the demands were met. As the requested 

territory housed most of Czechoslovalcda’s border 
fortifications, Hitler presumed Chamberlain would 
fail and he would be able to justify an invasion. 

To Hitler's surprise, however, Chamberlain 
succeeded, prompting the Fuhrer to raise his 
demands. This was a step too far and Chamberlain 
returned home to quicken rearmament, 
encouraging Germany to do the same. A world war 
seemed imminent. 

And then Hitler changed his mind. Mussolini 
had made it clear that Italy was as yet unprepared 
for war, and with news that the Royal Navy had 
mobilised, the hikes of Goring and Goebbels warned 
Hitler against further provocation at this stage. 

The German public also showed little enthusiasm 
for war. As a result, Hitler agreed to a conference at 
Munich and, on 30 September 1938, he settled for 
his original demands. Germany would acquire the 
Sudetenland, but would not invade Czechoslovakia. 
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Rearmament saw the development and testing of a whole 
host of accessories, Here gas masks are put to the test 


Almost immediately, he regretted his decision. 
In the wider world, the terms of the Munich 
Agreement were seen as a German success. 

But Hitler now regarded it as a failure. It proved 

a turning point. In its aftermath, Hitler abandoned 
any policies of appeasement and embarked on 

a course that was bound to bring Germany into 
armed conflict with the Western powers. His forces 
had grown sufficiently and he had now recognised 
that the West did not want to fight. 

At home, the press was encouraged to whip 
up support among the general public for a wider 
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The road to war 
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or Hitler, war not trade was the secret to 
oat lding Germany 


The Nazi regime's martial intentions 
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the instant reinstatement of military 
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life. Conscription was reintroduced 
and, as the ranks of the armed services 
swelled, there were regular parades 
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rearmament programme, Within six 
months of Hitler's succession to the 
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to a programme of job creation, 
while in secret he was planning with 
the minister of economics, Hjalmar 
Schacht, the minister of war, General 
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War, and the persecution of the Jews intensified. 
Abroad, he dismissed the terms agreed in Munich 
and though granted the Sudetenland just six 
months previously, on 15 March 1939, German 
troops invaded Czechoslovakia. 

Contrary to Hitler's thinking, the invasion 
sparked a determined response from Britain and 
France. On If March, Chamberlain announced 
that Britain would resist to the utmost of its 
power any further moves by Germany against 
less powerful states. Hitler was unperturbed 
and despite an announcement on 13 April that 
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35 billion marks in military spending 
over an eight-year spell. 


Hjalmar Schacht helped oversee 
the rearmament programme 
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Britain and France would guarantee Poland's 
independence, Hitler pushed ahead with his 
preparations for war in the East. 

Within Poland's borders nestled the largest 
chunk of territory that had been a part of the 
German empire before 1918. Hitler wanted it back. 
The rest of Poland, meanwhile, could be harnessed 
for lebensraum. Hitler reached out to Russia. When 
negotiations stalled, he gambled and offered Stalin 
a slice of eastern Poland if he agreed not to — 
a German invasion from the west. Stalin agreed. 
Poland's fate was set. Hitler drew up an invasion 
plan and took another risk. 

Again, the gamble paid off. He predicated that 
France would not launch an assault on Germany 
from the west and that Britain would not have 
time to mobilise effectively if he concluded the 
Polish campaign swiftly, Leaving only 44 divisions 
to defend the west against 100 French, the German 
army staff drew up two army groups for a twin- 
pronged attack. With Army Groups North and 
South comprising 624 divisions, including six 
armoured and ten mechanised, supported by 
L300 new combat aircraft, the Polish forces did 
not stand a chance. 

To provide a pretext for the launch of hostilities, 
the 55 staged a fake attack on a German radio 
station at Glerwitz on the border with Silesia, 
dressing the bodies of dead concentration camp 
victims in Polish uniforms. Germany had to 
respond to “ageression” within its borders and at 
445am, on 1 September 1939, tanks began to roll 
across the Polish border. Two days later, Britain 
and France declared war. Hitler had taken an 
ineversible step down the road towards mass 
conflict. A worldwide struggle was now certain. 
World War II had begun, 
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HITLER AT WAR 


[oR ilar at nie eg ele) =| 
Mei meee em ee eee 
expert Dr Geoffrey Megargee's verdict on Adalf 
Hitler's tactical prowess 


BLITZKRIEG: HITLER'S 
LIGHTNING WAR 

There are few instances in modern warfare 
Tea mele ime Mele) eR elt a 
a one-sided contest. The Battle for France was 
over in weeks... 
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When World War II's totalitanan titans clashed, 
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Soviet Union was brought to the brink of collapse 


HITLER'S DEATH CAMPS 


While Hitler fought a war overseas, his own people 
faced a far more terrifying foe, a living hell that 
would claim the lives of millions... 


BATTLE OF BERLIN 


Amid the rubble of the Nazi capital, the Soviet Red 
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along with his dream of Nazi world domination amid 
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To what extent did the Fuhrer's military leadership style 
affect the outcome of World War II? We get expert Dr Geoffrey 
Megargee's verdict on Adolf Hitler's tactical prowess 
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ince the fall of the Third Reich in 1945, our 
verdict on Hitler's leadership has mostly 
come from the pens and mouths of his 
genetals. Many of these men had grown 
to resent their former leader, and with 
the fall of Germany they seized the opportunity 
to criticise and embarrass the Fihrer at every 
opportunity. But beneath the facade of slander 
and betrayal, was Hitler's military leadership style 
truly so unpopular - and to what extent did his 
We UMO CONN MON ROTC MOD ee) meee lm Oi 

Se OR etme MRC MM Lom OnTeDErSd Tako Golam een 
Hitler for many years came from his generals, and 
they have a lot of reasons to either consciously 
or unconsciously falsify what happened,” says Dr 
Geoffrey Megargee. “They more or less accused 
him of starting the war against their advice and 
then of losing it through his meddling, but that 
alee Reece Con ects ee mee we 
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1 September 1939, they had not expected to 
UMUC Caet GOA Cee ee)ALe NOU ACA COM Sele TeRe Tae 
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Third Reich in response, the German population 
were distraught; World War I was still fresh in the 
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started to thrive again from the harsh penalties 
imposed after their defeat in 1918 and later the 
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to criticism and the start of World War I saw a 
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But that all changed when France fell in just a 
matter of weeks to Germany's Blitzkrieg tactics. 
According to Dr Megargee, “Once France was 
knocked out of the war, I suspect at that point 
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German army - much more so than the respective 


leaders of other countries. He was known for an ~~"* : le 
attention to detail that was interfering at best, / | s om 

and detrimental at worst. “Hitler was in charge of 7 " : ‘ew 
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Germany was going to fight, and his decisions 7 i. 


were not nearly so unpopular as [his generals] 
tried to say later on. 
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against Poland, they were all in favour of starting 
a war against the Soviet Union - these were not 
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Hitler at war 
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Hitler at war 


"But when we get down to the next level of 
warfare - operations, ie planning and conducting 
Campaigns = here Hitler was on weaker ground. He 
had some good insights, and some of his decisions 
tumed out well, but he didn't have any systematic 
training in this kind of warfare and that showed.” 

The popular picture of Hitler is of a man that 
heeded no advice - a leader that would rather 
listen to his own gut instinct than to the rational 
arguments of his generals. This was true to an 
extent; Hither was distrustful of some of his 
semor officers, who in turn criticised him for his 
iInexpenence in warfate, and he certainly grew 
more distrustful and erratic as the war progressed, 

That being said it was largely the officers 
themselves that have swayed our view of Hitler's 
leadership, as they resented his involvement in 
their military, as Dr Megargee points out. "General 





127 September 1939 


On 1 September 1939, Nazi Germany 
invaded Poland, and just two days later 
both Britain and France declared war on 
CEN decree er ame anlee 

The campaign in Poland was devised 
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who gave the order to invade. Germany 
employed Blitzkrieg (which translates as 
‘ghtning war’) tactics, denting Poland's 
front lines with Panzer tanks and 
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gaps this createdO. The approach was 
hugely successful, although it was not 
one that Hitler came up with. On 27 
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The effects of this campaign were 
felt across the globe and signalled the 
Seles) eee ee Peete enue ln ere) 


ae 


© VASLURVATI PASAY ESS 


hf -\din wl, ed 


. 


UU. 


os 





on to employ the same tactics in other 
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“If Germany was going to have a war, 
then September 1939 was probably the 

best time to attack," says Dr Megargee. 
“The Allies were getting stronger, so the 
OVOU NO Met Oe CAT Temes tee Ties Meret eve Te he 
hat point and I think Hitler even said 


[Franz] Halder, for example - who was chief of 

the general staff from October 1938 to Septembet 
1942 - maintained a sort of passive-aggressive 
relationship with Hitler. He would agree openly 
with what Hitler had to say, but would then try 

to work around the decisions that Hitler made.” 
However, for the first few years of the war at least, 
Hitler relied upon his generals greatly and would 
seek their advice on both strategy and tactics, albeit 


some more so than others 
The Fihrer, though, was not blithely ignorant; he 
was well aware of the hatred some of his officers 
felt towards him, and he used this to his advantage 
at every available opportunity. “He tended to play 
off commanders against each other. They would 
throw in their opinions at briefings and he would 
go with whoever he agreed with, so it was sort of a 
divide-and-conquer kind of approach to leadership. 


The invasion of Poland 
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Britain and France to stay out of it. He 
figured they would let Poland go; he 
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And once he made up his mind on something he 
could be extremely stubborn about it” 

As mentioned the Fuhrer had an uncanny 
attention to detail and thus involved himself in the 
smallest of minutiae about particular units, and 
many of his generals would be caught short if they 
could not supply him with precise information 

such as, for instance, the number of tanks in 
a Particular division. By 1943 Hitler had started 
bringing two stenographers (court recorders) to each 
of his meetings, and although many records were 
burned at the end of the war, those that survived 
reveal Hitler's meetings to be intricate to the point 
that they were discussing the movements of very 
small units on the front and their equipment, 

Hitler's level of involvement was beginning to 
pose a problem. : “You could areue that Hitler was 
too detailed. When you start tallcing about how 





























General Franz Halder (left) 
with General Von Brauchitsch 


Hitler watches on as German troops march towards Poland 
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The Fall of France 
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and France had declared war, Hitler 
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to have any chance of fending off the 
Allies. So, on 10 May 1940, Germany 
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The campaign consisted of two 
operations. The first was Case Yellow 
(Fall Gelb), where German forces 
FMAM Ele emblem esew NC a cule lacmacs (6) eee Ta lel 
pushed the Alhed forces in Belgium 
back to the sea. This ultimately 
oUt tM OB Ge eae eee ee) mets 
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between 26 May and 4 June. 

A second operation known as 
Case Red (Fall Rot) began on 5 June, 
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depleted French forces. German forces 
pushed into Paris on 14 June, and by 22 
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the French that would see Germany 
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The two major operations were 
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German High Command to accept 
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The campaign prevented the stalemate 
that had occurred in World War I, and 
enabled Germany to begin focusing its 
attention on other foes. 
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14 May 1940 
The Netherlands ieee 
surrenders to Gerrriainy Gj Holland 
26 May 1940 Sf 
| Allied forces retreat eae 
to Dunkirk and are London tee 
| evacuated to Britain os ‘OE. = 
17 May 1940 ~eDunkirk "Belgium =. Germany 
Germany enters Brussels Brussels 
al Es aaa ates p. S Lille ou | i 
regis Oh aon ral oe 
ae F. a , 
Peo ame ay 5 Luxembourg 
Le Havre a é 


“Hitler - especially at this stage of the 
Tne baa csde TSM =) AT Bee e 0 
how it was going to all work out. He 
CEE Annee ems melee 
anal le eee) Derm vee ]n Td be tome We TOT cect 
to the coast of the English Channel, | 

TGR TCR ee emi men ea Coit oes : 

might counterattack. He was [pivotal] in & Ss 
getting the German High Command to 25 June 1940 ree 

See MIR BU CURE oo puis seed the hance. C 

gh Cees yee epee 


21 May 1940 ai = Uv eo 

Germany holds large areas Paris ff 

of northern France including ae ff 

Abbeville and Amiens. | 10 May 1940 
Germany begins its 

campaign to take control 

of western Europe. 


River Lode 


ll May 1940 
Luxembourg 1 
occupied by Germany 


France 


German Armistice three days prior 


Verdict: Success 

Std ee eee een eee em lan 
Ue ae Nace) teeta) eel eee Sole mele) BT 
the right side of that decision.” 


Who was Erich 
von Manstein? 


Born in Berlin on 24 November 1887, 
and after seeing service during World 
War |, Manstein was the chief of staff 
ee ti UT Lel lei | 
See eee ee eee) 
main instigators of an offensive through the Ardennes (known as 
ee |e ee ee 
Reker cele Mme ee 
the rank of general, but his constant criticism of Hitler's strategies 
coupled with his failure to turn the tide at the Battle of Stalingrad 

in 1942 saw him ousted from the German army in March 19444. He 
Was captured and imprisoned by the British in August 19-45, and died 
almost 30 years later on 9 June 1973. 





Hitler in Paris following the fall of France 
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many trucks a particular unit has at its disposal, 
that's just ridiculous for a head of state to try to 
interpret as a military commander. There's no 
way that he can understand the situation well 
enough to an extent that it's going to make a 
positive difference on the battlefield.” Such was 
the extent of his incessant attention for detail 
that by the end of the war almost no major unit 
was allowed to move without Hitler's express 
permission - especially one on the retreat. 

Aside from Hitler's over-reliance on details, as 
the war dragged on he began to rely more and 
more upon his instincts, and “there were times 
that served him well, but a lot of times that 
didn't,” Dr Megargee continues. "By [1944] he 
was sort of living in a fantasy land, frankly: he 
thought he was going to burst through the Allied 
lines and separate the British from the Americans 
and the whole Alhed Western coalition would 
fall apart and he could go back to fighting the 
Russians [in the east]. By then his instinct had 
become delusional” At this point in the war 
Hitler's generals were doing their best to convince 
him of employing different tactics, such as 
initiating smaller offensives instead of large ones, 
but Hitler was having none of it. 

For all his shortcomings, though, Hitler did 
at times make some smart decisions, but 
embarking on a war at all was a poor one. "The 
whole war was badly conceived to begin with. 
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3 September 1939 - 8 May 1945 





eer TMM IN gels) e bee ace n ne 
Warfare, Hitler was even more of a 
novice when it came to the sea. He 
didn't have any considerable knowledge 
of navies, and thus for the most part 

Now AMEE Oe a etm en om nen ets 

WE Cle mea Cem et@ te ce Ti Tem etal 


the Atlantic 


U-boat submarines, with only a handful 
of warships available, 

The campaign revolved largely 
around the Allied blockade of Germany 
Ein eme ejb steph elm ean) ole) (e red eta 
ene ee Bee 
attempted to attack convoy ships 


Raeder and Karl Dénitz, who both 
served as commander-in-chief of the 
ean lee en eae ee 

The Battle of the Atlantic was the 
fie eC eee 
DPB CUCOTStierMmerniainiWceletsl py 
HCC O Em OUGR Carl aed 
war on 3 September 
1939 to 8 May 1945. The 
majority of the campaign 
seo ce) b Ame oo 
eter et eee em 
combined Allied navies 
of Britain and Canada, 
and later in 1941 the 
Dome A ems espeinmcsd cea 
considerably on their 


travelling across the Atlantic, but the 
strength of the Allied navies, combined 
with Hitler's decision to pull many 
U-boats away for other campaigns, 
aN eee oe Mi om W lee TOOL e) mOsm Mata 
Atlantic and the Channel by 1944. 
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com hea cheats det en teen 
One probably can't argue that those 
ate SIM at ol ita eT Tee 
campaign fatally, but they certainly 
alata aa alee ee 


Verdict: Failure 
“Hitler's on-again, off- 
again decisions regarding 
resources for the 
construction of U-boats 
did hurt the [campaign] 
considerably.” 
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The British Royal Navy battleship HMS Barham - a . «= Officers on a destroyer, escorting a large convoy of 
== ships, keep a lookout for enemy submarines in 1941 





explodes as her 38cm (15in) magazine ignites 


Key moments in World War II 


eC‘ 
ERE | | 
Outbreak of WWII Atlantic warfare 

Mth ioe) a eee a ee 

two days later, Britain and [egress a 
France declare war on of WWII sees the Allied 

CUE Ve and Axis powers fight for 


start of World War Il. control of the Atlantic. 
1 September 1939 Cea 
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The German Luftwaffe begins 
an air campaign against the Ui, 
but the Royal Air Force (RAF) 
eee ee em mde] g cele 
See ee 

10 July 1940 


titel dg eee 
Germany takes control of 
large portions of western 
Europe, including 
eet 4 eS a 
the surrender of France. 
Paw tome oe 


The Battle of Britain 


10 July - 31 October 1940 


Pte eee Celene Ban rd 
SATAN acti ome End 8) 
do next. The German High Command 
WeteM een mee cael e el ehaie Tm ea 
that France would fall in such a short 
DANSON Me OTe ern ene Mate 
about deciding what Germany's next 
course of action should be. 

Hitler was all too aware that Britain 
posed a significant threat and, with 
little chance of a diplomatic resolution, 
he would have to attack. The prospects 
SAB e UB hieel eRe) Malai lin 
(known as Operation Sealion), however, 
were incredibly slim. The Royal Navy 
was far superior to the German Navy 
(Kriegsmarine), while the Royal Air 
fa) Cacm a eee Ce een er: | pom eel e S 
skies. If an invasion were to happen, the 
German army wanted to get as many 
troops ashore as possible, while the 
(Mate CEI meee OT eee 
an operation would be impossible. 

With numerous options available, 
sll mau Peel Mme) el Cae Com (cme ma l= 
defensive capabilities of Britain with 
an attack from the air. If the German 
Filia enema) omen comer ein 
supeniority over the Royal Air Force, it 
MOM IR CRs eee Leh 
at bay while Germany mounted an all- 
out ground invasion. 

Britain, however, proved a much 
more stubborn opponent than Germany 
WeeM a me G eS eee OTTO 
RAF was never in too much danger of 
Nam Teer Cee S| eet ee) meee 
EMC MOVE IMT aCe Oe Cme) Pm Wet 
the decision for the Luftwaffe to switch 
from bombing British military targets 
ETSI AG its aM CoM ele) Unni N sme ta cometh Ce TS) 
London as a terror tactic, 

Tse RU CNP em Cer ni me 
superiority, Hitler postponed Operation 
rer Tove M Natalie cme teMO ene) nla abe CO 





ela akt Seance ole )en le) bela mces hep n eee 
Britain continued in what was to 
become known as the Blitz. 
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Weta ele) ee aan oe On mee 
EE ONO) MO OM Ot 08) el i OD 
CGH Mase scam Ua em pace)En 

ee nle bn remc eg a Cadlal-Mce mea] ee 
effect took the pressure off [Britain]. 
On the other hand, while the RAF was 
SEV leteee Oecd Melee toe etal ue Bela 
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little farther back 
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"The Battle of France is over. [he 
Battle of Britain is about to begin’ 


Winston Churchill, 18 June 1940 


About 6,000 Heinkel He lls were built, but for the most part 
they were outperformed by British Hurricanes and Spitfires 


UCM A eeR mene eRe plea in ce arem atone 
Kaen ese one ee ie eee eh 
stopped an invasion quite effectively. | 
don't get the impression the Luftwaffe 
ome MeIGie es Renkin ema 
knocking out the RAF” 


Verdict: Failure . 
STM y ens ccna) bce tn 
an eel ats le) vm Ca mem sees lore ait 
SIUIG OMIM iL T Neer miele tee) 
sTapsnlejta Malet Cee UOC eM aa evnOl bY 
did not help the campaign." 





Ra ee lala 
Japanese fighter planes attack 
the American base at Pearl 
Harbor, killing over 2,000 
ele) 0) Meee mL 
Whey Wego 
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USSR invasion 
Germany invades the 
Soviet Union, reneging on 
the Non-Ageression Pact 
War eg eave mee) Omnis 
eee acct be ee 

22 June 1941 
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300,000 soldiers begins landings 
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Teldec | een es 
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6 June 1944 
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Hitler dies 

RUC eee Ce 

PO eee ems eM gna es) 
defeat in the Battle of Berlin 
with the Soviet Union, Germany 
PING n eee oe 


emer cs 


tia eae tas 

OU ate Mace | Ce n cemeee eee 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japan, 
killing tens of thousands in an 
Toei Ot meme g 0 eae ee 
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The invasion of the USSR 


22 June 1941 - 24 July 1944 


The height of Hitler's involvement with 


his army came in 1941 when he decided 


to invade the USSR. Germany's battle 
sm en emcee Cente eee len mnt 
five-month-long Operation Barbarossa 
on 22 June 1941, and culminated in the 
Soviets liberating Minsk (Belarus) and 
Majdanek (Poland) in July 1944. 

Hitler and his generals believed that 
the Soviet Union would fall if Germany 
mounted a sustained attack. They 
presumed, somewhat naively, that 
Witem td VC v ele la mee) Ie lercreee Teme 
Soviet people would surrender after 
PROMI iAmer Nee ate ent ar 
CTEM CORO CMO ele oan C OOO I 


the USSR while focusing their efforts on 


Britain in the west. This, of course, was 
UOT e Tae maa ce atc eye alee 
and Hitler's underestimation of the 
Soviet Union was a major failing of 
itm O NOONE a 0B 

Hitler held a great number of debates 
in Barbarossa itself regarding the 
She OOO MO) Mtn TORE he: elem GU NlaA ito 
it should go to Moscow or into the 
Ukraine and up through Leningrad. 
ebia (Jam b Via eeteit—) Ket nee (el abt ele) em ce 
focus on the economic resources of the 
Soviet Union rather than the capital. 
Slim ICR e eRe cer ee reel Gee 
nme a een eles | elcen ki ee Cee: eee 
soviet Union was a poor one. 

The Soviets refused to ‘roll over’ the 
VEG eae IG tM hat 
to, and while Hitler's direction of the 
UN VR Nee ee eRe en Tbs) mee) ee 
adequate, his refusal to heed the advice 
of his generals as the invasion dragged 
SRC C RE BUC miele eee 

Germany's Blitzkneg tactics that 
had been so successful earlier in the 
war were nullified by the Red Army's 
tactic of holding back before launching 
counteroffensives. In December 1941 
eae ee eee oe cel 
e]U LM an ae teh TA (lace cs) ace ae 
Ota O me Cee Gwe aT Nl Cl 
approaching, many of Hitler's generals 
suggested the German army should 
retreat and consolidate before attacking 
again in spring 1942. Hitler, though, 
eae ETE e Mette nmi hee le) (em ete) (a 
everywhere to ensure they didn't lose 
CIO O) MMe vee A ELON NIN ene viel) 
he came under much criticism for. His 





UAC Nae GSLMUe en eee 
[tempted] Ukraine and the Baltic 
states, and perhaps other portions 

of the Soviet Union, away. But Hitler 
assumed they were going to have a 
quick military victory and saw no 
reason to compromise. He convinced 
Witte OOo om Cd POT ei eT 
the ropes, and they kept pushing in 
eee SU eR Cee ee cen me 
EVNCR eM Aa ieee eke) ieee omen 
and they ran out of steam. As a result, 
Germany found itself in the middle of 
NOC) eee Te ee e ee ep een ne 
WLS em eee Cem ems Tem Mn ee) ce 
the Soviet counteroffensive.” 


e(el en eee eat ree) hme Nom weeds ee) pee 
CMe oO em eo ee Tom COL) 
enamoured with the technique. 

Aleem detest mates mela on) 8] me meee te 
the Soviet Union unsuccessful, Germany 
would try again before the war was out. 
Sita Me i ER enka Tne | 
Wits t NCCT Re) om Ce) o cme ae 
MRI PORATED 
out, But the Russians stood strong and, 
after successfully defending key cities 
including Moscow in 1942, Hitler was 
Umea ee lan MeL mace 
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general abuse and destruction of 
Getewere es) mele) enlace coe 
Wane ese) (Cee Ce DEL eee) 
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Mine Re 
the Germans had gone in with a 


Verdict: Failure 

oe een ec Mey a eel eel-i (eae) e 
attacking the USSR to begim with, on 
an operational level Hitler did fairly 
well [at first, but he lost his way].” 
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1 July 1941 
By 1 July Germany is in cantrol 
of Riga, Dvinsk, Minsk and Lyow. 
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« Leningrad 


5 December 1941 
With wanber setting in, Hitler 

orders the army to take up 7 
defensive positions and = 
Operation Barbarossa ends *y 


Moscow = 






8 September 1941 
Germany begins the Siege 
of Leningrad. 


«Russia 
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\ 27 November 1941 


— = 
Germany advances on Moscow 
but progress is halted by a 


Soviet counteroffensive. 
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22 June 1941 
Germany's invasion of 
the USSR begins 
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19 September 1941 


Germany takes cantrol of 
. Kiev, capital of the Ukraine. 


« Ukraine 


yan PN 






55 Division Panzer 
Totenkopf (ie ‘skull’ 
awaiting orders in 194] 
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ree PT ~ aa German troops moving into Russian 

7 - E ¥ 1 L a 1 k 

a. «© territory in armoured vehicles in June 194] 

Hitler poses with his semor officers and generals in June 1940 





A soldier defending the German 
line with an MG 34 machine gun 


‘By 1945 Hitler was all but dictating to 
nis generals exactly what to do, and he 
had little trust left in any of them’ 













The idea that Germany could take on the British Indeed, the war came to a point in 1941 where 
Empire, the Soviet Union and then the US at the defeat for Germany seemed all but inevitable and 
same time was at the very least problematic. Hitler's strategic choices became ever-more limited. 
I've had people ask me when do I consider the By 1942, after a second attempt at defeating the 
war to have been lost, and I semi-jokingly say, ‘1 soviet Union had failed, Dr Megargee suggests that, 
September 1939"" for Hitler, it became “just a matter of holding out as 
With the hand Hitler had been dealt - or rather best he could in the hope that the Allied coalition 
the hand he had dealt himself - he managed to would break up. And it became more based on 
conduct himself, and the army, in a reasonable delusion than anything else" 
manner at the start of the conflict. By 1945 Hitler was all but dictating to his 
The invasion of Poland was arguably his only generals exactly what to do, and he had little trust 
course of action once the wheels of war had been left in any of them. But by then, and possibly even 
set in motion, and the manner in which Germany much earlier, for all the strategic knowledge in 
conquered not only Poland but other nations, such the world, Hitler had no hope of leading the Third 
as France, was commendable; they had swiftly Reich to victory. “l think quite honestly his biggest 
and effectively seized control of a large chunk of strategic mistake was starting the war. 
Europe, thanks to Hitler's belief that France could "Beyond that you get into details, and there are 
be beaten. What he didn't count on, however, was argeuments to be made for each of the strategic 
the steadfast refusal of Britain to enter into any sort decisions he made after that - declaring war on the 
of diplomatic negotiations. Soviet Union and the United States, for example 
“With Britain not giving up his options were but that's all within the context of a war in 
becoming extremely limited. He was in an which Germany was, | won't say fated to lose, but 
economic bind; he was not going to be able to certainly was not going to win easily” 
continue this war over the long run against the Hitler’s deterioration from sanity to irrationality, 
British because, sooner or later, Germany was going therefore, was not the deciding factor in the 
to run out of strength for that - even with the war, however there can be little doubt that his 
tentative support of the Soviet Union, leadership style did little to help what was already 
"So he made the decision for strategic and a difficult cause for Germany. 
economic and ideological reasons to attack the Perhaps even with the greatest generalsin the =» 
soviet Union - something he was more or less world the Third Reich would have been defeated; 4 
a ee bs q intending to do all along anyway. That decision of that we cannot be certain. What we do know, = 
he a —_— was based on the assumption - which his however, was that Hitler was not the great military : 
ae. ae in ae ef wa, s KS generals shared and backed - thatthe USSR would —_ leader he himself thought he was. For his handful 7 
ar na St + Se | BO = collapse - that there would be one short military of victories there was a truckload of defeats, and 3 
~~ Tostart with Germany made good progress into campaign which would destroy the Red Army. his refusal to listen to reason ultimately accelerated = 
sa Russia, but the tide began to turn as winter set in Obviously that didn't work out very well” Nazi Germany down the path to defeat. o 
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HITLER . mew e V/V a 


There are few instances in modern warfare 
where two equally matched powers fought 
such a one-sided contest. The Battle for 
France was over in weeks... 


Mota te ee | 








he blitzkrieg, or ‘lightning war’, is a Vem Ce EOE ee est eme eNO OOO nme 

German term that was coined by Western initially charged with the plan's formulation, 

media to characterise the rapidity and General Halder, failing to acquiesce to Hitler's 

P/ceya lesa ea Me eC eM Ihc nn various demands for a quick and decisive victory. 

Poland in September 1939. That conflict, Siete PIMC simee anime h eta sd DOL mae AE Car ‘- 
Vita LGC tO Cee en ETO MO TL VME O Ly Lacta support among the military high command, the 5 
See B Castle ele Seem eee mee NUE ON nee hY plan of attack underwent a number of revisions, a 
deficient and under-gunned Polish, was no contest. the generals (quite nghtly) insisting that autumn | E 
Hitler, however, hoped that this show of strength and then winter were not the seasons for a full- El | 
might persuade Britain and France to recognise scale invasion. It was down to one of Hitler's few oh 
his occupation. allies to jog his plan forward. | a 

They did not, and by early October he had UCR eee ane ues Elec iemn Atlee nla f = Fy As 

already promulgated Fall Gelb, or ‘Case Yellow’, of staff for Army Group A, whose idea was 7 
an attack on the west that would push through omic) coi Tee) ee emo eect 
UR U nace] UNGeae mime VOU MT OO ONE TO Te Oe Tee Taner ss Toe Mg MUO mee ened CACM MONGOLE TSO Mme N C8 SOTO Cay 
the armies of the French and her allies and hammering against the weakest section ofthe 


establishing a base for an assault by airandseaon ‘French defence, north of the sprawling fortresses ey 
ES) NLfe INN Mee =e) C=m B)NE IDET MC) NMOS) wT ee oi eee | Le of the Maginot Line. This would be a second te 
At this stage, while Hitler had a firm idea of what blitzkrieg, offering an even greater prize than els ~ 





he had hoped the ‘Yellow’ could achieve, he did unleashed against the Poles. . a a pie 4 
not have a clear concept for its technical specificity. siete eee aaa ie aan Clean ee 
Like the previous heads of state in Germany, Army Group aA, Conese Sea of the ce 
and in Prussia beforehand, Hitler delegated the available era epee eae ears Oates would — 
intricacies to his military chiefs, a Scanlon that ~~ push ae eka: Seg a teens dets 
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German troops moved through the forests of the 
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sweep south of the Maginot, or along the Somme 
Valley towards the Channel coast. Army Group B, 
meanwhile, comprising three panzer clivisions, was 
to draw the Allied forces into Beletum and hold 
them there so that they could not move against 
Army Group A's unprotected right flank. Army 
Group C, with no panzer divisions, would engage 
the garrisons defending the Maginot so that they 
could not move against As left flank. 

The attack opened on 10 May and it began with 
a Luftwaffe assault. Around 500 twin-engined 
bombers took to the skies in the early morning, 
bound for 72 designated airfields in France, 
Belgium and Holland. Before first hght, paratroopers 
were dropping into positions close to the Hague 
and Leyden. One of the most daring assaults came 
against the Belgian fortress of Eben-Emael, where 
troops used the element of surprise to land eliders 
on the roof, pinning the defenders inside and using 
concrete-piercing explosives to force entry. 

The element of surprise was key and nowhere 
was it better employed than against the Dutch, 
a neutral country. Holland's tiny army had not 
fought a war for more than 100 years. Across the 
centuries the Lowlanders’ best form of defence 
had been to retreat among the complex network 
of canals surrounding Amsterdam and from there 
engaging in a guerrilla-type war, but this strategy 
faltered in the modern age as Luftwaffe bombs 
tumbled from the skies. When the paratroopers of 
22nd Airborne Division landed deep in the heart of 
Holland to await the arrival of Army Group B, the 
game was up. By 15 May the Dutch government 
had capitulated. 

Belgium fared little better. She too had hoped 
to remain neutral and therefore would not allow 
Anglo-French forces to take up positions within 
her territory, though she had passed on details of 
an early incarnation of ‘Yellow’, which fell into her 
hands during January of 1940. 

The attack unfolded as Hitler had hoped, Army 
Group B's assault on Belgium drawing the British 


00 


and French forward and though they knew the 
Belgians, for all their tenacity, were withdrawing 
ahead of them, spirits remained high. The Allies 
believed this was the main enemy effort, and they 
were confident that their superior numbers would 
check the advance. 

But it was through the supposedly impenetrable 
Ardennes that the main German thrust was 
coming as the heavily mechanised Army Group 
A rumbled forward. The largest concentration of 
tanks ever seen was more than 160 kilometres 
deep and it met little effective resistance as it 
pushed on to the River Meuse. 

Its main concerns were logistical - here were 
46 divisions employing around 1,800 tanks - as 
Panzers and armoured vehicles, artillery and 
supply columns became ensnarled in traffic jams, 
and staffers fought frantically to co-ordinate 
movement orders. 

And yet still the push continued. By the evening 
of 12 May the first armoured divisions had arrived 
at the Meuse in two positions and though bridges 
had been blown and the French resistance was 
stiff, the Germans powered on. By the end of 
the following day, four bridgeheads had been 
established, the Luftwaffe's heavy bombers and 
Stuka dive-bombers paralysing French artillery 
positions while anti-tank and anti-aircraft fire 
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north but was no match for Germany's Army Group B 





Blitzkrieg: Hitler’s lightning war 


neutralised French defensive emplacements on 
the west bank. 

Infantry and motorcycle reguments were the 
first to cross, and these pushed on a further 16 
kilometres, to Chemery, while the highly effective 
General Heinz Guderian personally oversaw the 
construction of a pontoon bridge for his tanks. 
This was the ideal time for an Allied counterattack, 
targeting the congested bridgeheads and makeshift 
pontoon but only a token effort was launched and 
it soon fell back. 

The Germans’ strike through the Ardennes had 
allowed them to emerge at a junction between the 
French Second and Ninth Armies, which contained 
many poorly trained reserves. The French, unlike 
the Germans, had not used the ‘Phoney War’ 
over the preceding eight months to train up thei 
reserves, and when on the evening of 14 May 
the Ninth elected to fall back to a new defensive 
position 16 kilometres further west, Guderian's 
bridgehead was some 48 kilometres wide and 24 
lalometres deep. 

On 14 May British and French bombers bid 
to destroy the vital pontoon bridge at Sedan 
but around half of the 170 heavy aircraft were 
shot down. ‘Flak had its day of glory, according 
to Guderian. 

There was now a breach opening in the French 
defensive line - from Sedan in the south through 
to Dinant around 80 kilometres north - and the 
German's three vanguard panzer corps from 
Army Group A poured through, Guderian around 
Sedan and the wily Major-General Erwin Rommel 
through Dinant. The French Ninth Army's 
withdrawal, had allowed Lieutenant-General 
Reinhardt to cross his tanks, in between the other 
two panzer corps, at Montherme 

Rommel and Reinhardt then thrust onwards 
through 15 May, manoeuvring behind the 
panicked troops of the Ninth Army. The French 
Ammy's Indo-Chinese machine-gunners, who had 
put up a spirited defence of the river crossing, 
were bypassed (their tenacity portending what 
would unfold in Vietnam many years later) and 
their comrades from the Ninth were soon 
surrendering in droves. 

Elsewhere, more seasoned French troops 
offered sterner resistance. Further north 
above Dinant, the First Army fought bravely, 
as it would do until it was eventually 
surrounded at Lille. The Ninth Army rallied 
with the appointment of General Henri 
Giraud, and Charles de Gaulle launched 
counterattacks with his 4th Armoured 
Division, though while these were courageous 
they were largely ineffectual. 

As the German panzers broke through, 

Hitler and his chiefs of staff urged caution. 
General Halder, for example, wanted to line 
the rapidly advancing panzer corridor with 
the infantry battalions who were lagging far 
behind the main advance; the panzers had 
advanced 64 kilametres since their crossing 
of the Meuse. 
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In terms of numbers and materials available during the 
Battle for France, the German and Anglo-French forces 
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The French 5-35 tank, or Souma, boasted 40mm 
armour and a hefty 47mm turret-mounted cannon 








Hitler at war 


The Luftwaffe's destruction of 
Rotterdam prompted Holland 5 
speedy capitulation 





|, INVASION BEGINS 


Army Group B moves in from the north, drawing Allies 
forward. Army Group A moves through the Ardennes while 
Anmy Group C engages the Maginot Line to 
the south. 


2. DINANT & MONTHERME 


Erwin Rommel overwhelms feeble resistance at 
Dinant and crosses the River Meuse while, shortly 
after, when the Ninth Army falls back Reinhardt 
crosses at Montherme, 


3, BATTLE OF SEDAN 


Guderian overcomes the French at Sedan and crosses 
the River Meuse. With Guderian, Rommel and 
Reinhardt all across, the panzer breakout begins. 


4, REACHING ABBEVILLE 


When the Germans reach the Channel coast at 
Abbeville they cut off Anglo-French forces north 
of the River Somme, leaving them trapped in the 
Dunkirk pocket, 


5, OPERATION DYNAMO 


Hitler's decision to halt the panzer advance on 24 May 
gives the British and French a chance to secure the Dunkirk 
perimeter and begin the evacuation of the BEF. 


6. PARIS FALLS 


Fall Ret, the final conquest of France (5 June), sees the Germans 
enter Paris within nine days, a crushing blow for the Allies. The 


end is almost nigh... 


7, ARRIVING IN BREST & BORDEAUX 


Hoth’s panzer corps reach Brest on 19 June, giving Germany 


full command of the French Channel coast, before pushing 
south to take Bordeaux. 


8. FRANCE SIGNS ARMISTICE 
WITH GERMANY 
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By the time France surrenders Fall Gelb and Fall Rot have seen 


Germany take control of a line stretching from Bordeaux to 
the Swiss frontier, 


On the ground, the dynamic commanders 
like Guderian and Rommel were itching to push 
onward to the Channel coast. All of the seven 
panzer divisions from Army Group A were across 
the Meuse and massing into an enormous iron fist, 
while before them they saw the Second and Ninth 
Armies simply disintegrate. They felt victory was 
well within their grasp, and indeed it was. 

Elsewhere, the French garrisons to the south 
were imprisoned in the Maginot Line; with no 
effective transport they were completely unable to 
mobilise. In the north, meanwhile, the French First 
Army, the Bntish Expeditionary Force (BEF), and 
the remaining Belgian forces were gradually giving 
ground to Army Group B. Nevertheless, Hitler's 
anxieties ultimately won through and the German 
advance was ordered to a complete halt on I May. 
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And yet, as Hitler and his high command argued, 
the panzers started up again and rolled further 
forward. By 19 May Guderian’s divisions were just 
SQ kilometres from Abbeville at the mouth of the 
Somme; their arrival there would split the Allied 
forces in two. The Allies needed to counterattack 
before it was too late and the French Chief of 
General Staff, General Gamelin, ordered a combined 
counterotfensive fram the Allied armies north anc 
south of the Somme. 

This was the way to deal with blitzkrieg - attack 
the panzer corridors’ unprotected flanks - but his 
order came just as General Weygand replaced him 
on 19 May. Weygand cancelled the order while 
he assessed the situation. When he formulated a 
similar plan on 21 May it was already too late. The 
Germans had reached Abbeville, the Ninth Army 
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had disintegrated, and the First Army and BEF 
were too constricted in the north. 

The counterattacking plan's efficacy became 
evident on 21 May when members of the BEF 
launched a counteroffensive at Arras, two tank 
battalions (74 tanks), two infantry regiments and 
7O tanks from the French 3rd Light Mechanised 
Division thrusting into the flanks of Rommel's 7th 
Panzer Division and the fearsome SS Totenkopf 
Division, temporarily wreaking havoc. Though 
outnumbered, the British tanks’ heavier armour 
gave them a clear advantage in this close-range 
slugfest and even the mighty warricr Rommel was 
shaken. He wrongly estimated that no fewer than 
five divisions had assailed him. 

Though doing little to check the overall German 
advance, the attack at Arras proved pivotal for the 
BEF. It confirmed to the German high command 
that its panzer spearhead was pushing too far, 
too fast, and it prompted the fateful decisions to 
halt the panzer thrust to the Channel coast on 
24 May. They remained immobile for two days. 
This bought the BEF vital time. For on 26 May 
Operation Dynamo was launched to extract the 
BEF fromm the beaches and harbour at Dunkirk. 
The BEF was Britain's only army and it could no 
longer risk obliteration in the face of such a brutal 
German onslaught. 

Certainly, Hitler did not want the BEF to escape. 
Mistakenly, he thought evacuation by sea would 
prove impossible given the Luftwaffe's aerial 
supremacy, and he gave the honour of the BEF's 
destruction to Goring and his air forces. By the 
time Hitler realised his error, however, Dunkirk’s 
defences had been completed and, thanks to the 
courage of the Navy, countless small boat owners 
and the RAF, aver 300,000 Allied troops were 
evacuated by the time Dunkirk fell on 4 June. 

Though Operation Dynamo's success is seen 
as a victory in Britain, the reality was different. 
Hitler had missed the chance to crush Britain's 
one standing army, but the Dunkirk withdrawal 
marked the climax of a brilliant whirlwind assault 
that had virtually assured the outcome of the Battle 
for France. The Belpian army surrendered north 
of Dunkirk on 2? May, and the hardy troops of the 
French First Army were forced into surrender at 
Lille three days later. 

In just three weeks the Germans had taken 
more than a million prisoners while losing only 
around 60,000 men. They had routed the British 
from France and destroyed the Dutch and Belgian 
armies. The French had lost 30 of their 90 divisions 
and were now almost entirely devoid of tanks with 
just three armoured divisions remaining. The only 
Allies still fighting their corner were two British 
divisions still engaged south of the Somme. 

Weygand was left with 66 divisions, many of 
which were depleted and they now had a front 
that was even longer than that which had borne 
the brunt of the blitzkrieg assault. The Germans, 
meanwhile, could deploy 89 infantry divisions and 
15 panzer and motorised infantry divisions, the 
latter split into five groups, each comprising twa 





Blitzkrieg: Hitler's lightning war 
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a pivotal role in the Battle for France 





“Hitler had missed the chance to crush 
Britain's one standing army, but the Dunkirk 
withdrawal marked the climax of a brilliant 

whirlwind assault” 
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panzer divisions anc one motorised infantry. These 
would provide the model for land combat for the 
remainder of the war in Europe. 

The Luftwaffe, meanwhile, continued to operate 
in precise conjunction with the army and it could 
put some 2,500 strike aircraft - fighters and 
bombers = into the air. The French, on the other 
hand, even with aircraft hastily purchased from 
the USA, and those dispatched by the RAF, could 
count on fewer than half that number. When the 
second part of the German offensive, Fall Rot, or 
‘Case Red’ began in earnest on 5 June, France was 
already doomed. 

Weygand and his remaining troops offered a 
spirited resistance and the defence of the 'Weygand 
Line’, stretching from the Channel at Abbeville to 
the Maginot Line, was organised via a strategically 
sound principle based on a chequerboard, 
whereby woods and villages were crammed with 
men and anti-tank weapons, capable of fighting 
independently and able to operate even if passed 
by the panzer spearheads. 


The defence failed, however, though not because 
of cowardice or lack of cunning. It faltered because 
the French lacked the necessary materials. The 
defenders fought hard and even enjoyed some 
successes, especially on 5 and 6 June, inflicting 
heavy losses on enemy tanks. Still, the first 
Germans arrived in Paris on 14 June, and though 
there are numerous accounts of continuing courage 
and self-sacrifice France offered her unconditional 
surrender at Compiégne on 22 June. The Battle for 
France was Won. 

France's defeat was so swift and complete 
that many students of war were unable to fully 
comprehend it, The French forces were poorly 
equipped for mobile operations, many were 
poorly trained, and for the large part they were 
poorly led. Simply put, France had fallen to a 
superior war machine. [In 1940 it was the power of 
blitzkrieg that ensured Hitler's victory in the west. 
By the end of June he'd cast covetous eyes across 
the Channel at Britain. The fate of Europe now 
hung in the balance. 
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ar of total annihilation was about to begin. The target of the 


penning Mein Kampin 1925, German dictator Adolf Hitler 
had made it his mission to supply the German people with 
the Lebensraum - living space - he believed they needed and end what 
he saw as the sine evil of Bolshevism, the tevoh tionary creed that, 
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wasn't just 2 any y military campaign it Was a i; bet weer two hed 
exclusive ideologies that viewed each other with absolute contempt, two 
totalitarian dictatorships that ruled through fear and demanded absolute, 
unthinking obedience, and two all-powerful monsters that commanded 
their war effort from the highest level. In the spring of 1941, Austrian 
failed artist Adolf Hitler would break his pact with Georgian bank robber 
Josef Stalin - and millions would pay for their arrogance. 


Nazi wrath was the Soviet Union, the communist powerhouse 
that dominated from the Baltic Sea to the North Pacific. Since 





Hitler vs Stalin 








When World War II's totalitarian titans clashed, 
Eastern Europe turned red with blood and the 
Soviet Union was brought to the brink of collapse 
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Hitler at war 
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Contrary to popular myth, there was no single 
‘blitzkrieg’ doctrine in the German Army - their 
successes of 1939 and 1940 were built on a mobile 
Watfare doctrine developed after World War I, 
coupled with a strong professional officer corps and 
air superiority. 

By December 1940, though, Hitler had been 
seduced by his own propaganda. Convinced 
the USSR would crumble in the face of a knock- 
out blow, Folhrer Directive 21 outlined the plan 
of what was to become Operation Barbarossa 

named for the Holy Roman Emperor who led 
the Third Crusade. 134 full-strength divisions 
were committed to the new front under Field 
Marshal Walther von Brauschitsch, spread over the 
continent from Memel in the north to Odessa in 
the south. 

The 1939 German-Soviet non-aggression pact that 
had carved up Eastern Europe for the two despots 
was torn up, and Hitler confidently predicted the 
invasion would take a mere ten weeks. The tactical 
pre-emptive strike would be fought by the Ostheer 
on three fronts by Army Groups North, South and 
Centre, and aimed to expel all Soviet forces behind 
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FROM THE BALTIC TO THE BLACK SEA 











“We only have to kick in the door and the 
whole rotten structure will come crashing 
down’ HITLER'S PREDICTION FOR JUNE 1941 


the Arkhangelsk-Astralkchan (A-A) Line and take 
Leningrad, Moscow and Kiev. Army Group Centre. 
led by WWI veteran Field Marshal Fedor von Bock, 
would take the sare route as Napoleon's ill-fated 
invasion of Russia 129 years prior. 

To ensure the Germans didn't suffer the same 
fate, General Friedrich Paulus was entrusted with 
undertaking a strategic survey of the attack zone. 
Paulus advised encirclernent tactics to prevent the 
Red Army retreating and overstretching German 
supply lines, locking them into a costly guerrilla 
war in the Soviet interior. Barbarossa was delayed 
by over a month as German forces experienced 
stiffer opposition than expected in the Balkans. The 
Yugoslavs in particular put up flerce resistance and 


Hitler was forced to take over the Italian invasion 
of Greece. The delay could have given the Kremlin 
time to rally defences but, despite warnings, Stalin 
Was sure Hitler would not invade until Britain was 
under German occupation. 

The Soviet leader was tipped off as early as 
December 1940, and was reminded of the threat 
in a message sent by Churchill in April 1941. Stalin 
was given one final chance to mobilise his troops 
on 21 June 1941, the eve of Barbarossa, Wehrmacht 
sergeant-Major Alfred Lishof, who had deserted his 
unit and been taken in by Soviet soldiers, claimed 
a German attack was imminent. Stalin rebuffed his 
warnings. He received a rude awakening the next 
day: the war for the east had begun, 








Hitler vs Stalin 
4. FINNISH ASSISTANCE 


10 July 

While the Romanians plug away in the south, 
the Finnish army moves towards the Karelian 
Isthmus. In total, 300,000 Finnish soldiers join 
in the fight against the USSR. 




































TEBE PURSUIT 


“1 How the utes blied a 
es trail through the plains and 
f cities of eastern Europe 





1. THE DISTANT 
RUMBLE 
OF PANZERS 


22 June 

Barbarossa gets 

under way as German 
armoured divisions race 
east to deliver what they 
hope will be a knock-out 
blow to the unprepared 
Soviet forces, 






































}, OPERATION TYPHOON 

2 October 

An all-out assault on Moscow 
begins after much deliberation in 
the Nazi hierarchy. The Germans 
manage to fight their way to the 
capital's suburbs but ultimately fail 
to take the city as winter sets in. 
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b. SMOLENSK J 
16 July ‘ 
Another important city on the 
road to Moscow is taken by the 
Germans. Resistance lasts in the 
city until 5 August. By 1 September, 
the frontline has extended as far 
a5 Leningrad in the north and the 
Crimea in the south. 
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5 December 
Horrendous weather ey 
conditions and fresh stiest 
Soviet recruits take their e 
toll on the exhausted : 
Wehrmacht, which has tas ere 
no alternative but to 
turn back. Operation ad 
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i . ' Eastern Europe has fallen 
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The onslaught continues as ; Fs 4 ; 

Volkovysk and then Minsk are 

os both taken as German forces 

= encircle the Red Army and 
take 324,000 prisoners, 

















G. THE TAKING OF KIEV 






16 September | 

The capital of the Ukrainian a ‘ 

socialist Soviet Republic is — 

the next settlement to fall as ‘c zs 
Soviet troops are trapped in — oe, 


a pocket east of the city. A 
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Hitler at war 



































STEEL HELMET 


The German Army's distinctive 
steel helmet, or Stahlhelm, was 
adopted during World War | 

and later modified numerous 
times. Its coal scuttle 

appearance cametosymbolise = 
Nazi brutality in Europe. 


MAUSER RIFLE 

This German soldier carries 

the iconic bolt-action Mauser 
Karabiner 98 kurz, or K98k, 
firing a 7.92mm cartridge. The 
K98k was the standard-issue 
Wehrmacht infantry rifle during 
World War Il. 
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WINTER GEAR 


This German soldier is 
fortunate to have an overcoat, 
heavy boots and gloves to 
protect against the Russian 
winter. Many German soldiers 
on the Eastern Front had only 
their summer uniforms. 


MESS KIT 


The German soldier carried his 
mess kit and bread bag attached 
to ¥-straps or D-ring loops on 
leather belts. As Barbarossa wore 
on, hot food was served less 
frequently in the field. 
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“What India was for England the 
territories of Russia will be for us... 
The German colonists ought to live 
on handsome, spacious farms” 
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a month of heavy fighting. The Germans were 
suffering substantial losses now but the Wehrmacht 
juggernaut just kept on coming. Stalin ordered a 
strict scorched-earth policy. All across the Eastern 
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Hitler at war 


THE 
HOLOCAUST 
IN THE 
EAST 


As the front kept expanding, Hitler's vision for 

an ethnically ‘pure’ Lebensraum was beginning 

to be realised behind the lines. Following in 

the infantry’s tracks was the Einsatzeruppen - 
paramilitary death squads under the command 

of the SS. They systematically murdered Jews, 
communist officials and intelligentsia, and Romani 
and Sinti Gypsies in mass shootings, public 
hangings and gas trucks, which used the exhaust 
emissions from motors to choke their victims. 

Concentration camps and ghettos were also 
established, and their inmates used as slave labour. 
Some of the Wehrmacht command had misgivings 
but this didn't stop it, and many regular army units, 
police units, locally raised auxiliaries and fascist 
militia were complicit in the bloodletting. One of 
the largest of the mass murders was at Babi Yar on 
the outskirts of Kiev in September 1941. 55 records 
report a total of 600,000 killed in 1941 alone and 
the terror outlasted Barbarossa with up to 2 million 
people being Icilled by the Einsatzeruppen between 
1941 and 1944. 

After the close of hostilities, 24 former 
Einsatzgruppen commanders were charged with 
crimes against humanity at the Einsatzeruppen 
Trial, from 1947-48. 14 recerved death sentences 
and two received life sentences, ‘The others were 
given lesser sentences. The ultimate architects of 
the system, Reichsfilhrer-SS Heinrich Himmler 
and SS-Obergruppenfuhrer Reinhard Heydrich, 
both met justice - the former committed suicide in 
his prison cell while the latter was assassinated in 
Prague by Allied agents. 








“Is it possible the 
invaders no longer 
regard us as human 

and brand us like 
cattle? One can not 

accept such meanness. 
But who dares 
oppose them?” 


VILNA RESIDENT MACHA ROLNIKAS 
WRITING IN HER DIARY IN JUNE 1941 
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MAIN WEAPON 


The T-34 medium tank was 
initially armed with a high- 
velocity 76.2mm cannon, later 
upgunned to an 85mm weapon, 


SLOPED ARMOUR 
The sloped armour plating of 

the T-34 added to its protective 
qualities without increasing the 
thickness of the armour itself. 


SEGONDARY ARMAMENT 


For defence against enemy 
infantry, the T-34 mounted a pair 
of 762mm machine guns inthe 
turret and hull. 




















DRIVER POSITION 


The driver steered the 
T-34 by pulling either 
of two tillers located on 
each side of his seat. 


—_—————— 


THE ADVANCE FALTERS 


The first phase of Barbarossa was over and Hitler 
OM ewan ies eee mare ener] cee Blase ated 
call. There were three possible routes that 

lay ahead: drive on to Moscow, venture north 

to conquer the birthplace of communism, 
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CRAMPED INTERIOR 
The interior of the T-34 was not 
ergonomically ideal as its crew 
operated in cramped positions 
for extended periods. TURRET 

a The compact two-man turret 


of the early T-34 required the 
a commander to aim the main 


gun, reducing combat efficiency. 


Hitler vs Stalin 























American Walter Christie 
designed the suspension 
system of the T-34, which 


') tanks of World War Il. 
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Moscow. The assault got under way in October as 
Vyazma, a town 200 kilometres south of Moscow, 
was taken. The victories just kept coming as 
Kalinin and Bryansk also fell. Moscow was nearing. 
Tanai nea eee eg ee) | ee 

million people had fled the capital and the Soviet 
government had been relocated to Kuybyshev 
Wet dH LO 4 (elnut-de- cen delet) ee = 
man who didn't quake in his boots was Georgy 
Zhukov. With Imperial Japan no longer posing a 
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WIDE TRAGKS 
The T-34's wide tracks | 
provided stability 
to the tank's chassis 
and improved cross- 
country performance, 
particularly in snow or 
es) muddy terrain. 





The T-34 was powered by a V-2-34 
¥-12 diesel engine generating 500 
horsepower and atop speed of 53 
kilometres per hour. 
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his critical victory at Khalkhin Gol in 1939 - he 
mobilised 900,000 recruits from the eastern 
military districts to combat the Germans in the 
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now to attack the energy-sapped and sleep- 
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Army plenty of time to regroup and consolidate its 


“For all military purposes Soviet Russia 
is done with. The British dream of a two- 
front war is dead” 















RED ARMY 
WORKHORSE 


The Soviet T-34 is thought to be the 
most formidable tank of World War II 


BRS SUUn Mery ai a ee 
outa Se uate mele a 
saad cee Tce eee eee 


positions. Now along 

way from Berlin, German intelligence began to 
EC See eh eecid ie lecie| 
the amount of troops the USSR could call on and 
agt=1] me =re| mn epee Oe t-e ete ene elle) 
was woefully inadequate. By mid-November, 

the Rasputitsa autumn rains had ceased and the 
muddy quagmire had hardened, allowing large- 
eter | Rei eee ORC tee Re ni 
were now in Moscow’s suburbs and could see the 
Cee te Me eR R eee Ble 
UCM le te aceon em ee ene 
their capital. Something had to give, and it did, 
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CATE FROST 


BCeeC ater prepared for the sub-zero 


eee equipped with padded winter 
clothing and specialist units - including ski troops 
Tare (area ie] mela lela a gee De 
Germans, meanwhile, had nothing of the sort. 

ali eee cele RN aM ede etl 
few of the soldiers had winter clothing to keep the 
frost at bay and the results were devastating. 
Guns jammed and gloved fingers struggled to 
elidel uot Mes lds gM eeed ede cM Alay 
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antifreeze, and intense blizzards grounded 
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would be an ideological victory. Rail and land 
connections to the rest of the USSR were severed 
gee O ele eee ramen lene lta le re) 
besiege the city. The only chance for Leningrad 
lay in Lake Lagoda, which was already providing 

a natural barrier, dividing German and Finnish 
co-belligerents. The lake froze over in November 
eS Cel area (eee (=m cee] pele eee) e) |e ne et 
city, providing relief. The incoming resources from 
the ice road weren't enough to completely sustain 
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more than 900 days of siege. 


ema el gee) ledg t-te a eek e-em 
an 800-kilometre front. This crushed the resolve 
WRU eh ce ele ee alle meee] 
one to admit defeat and ordered von Bock to hold 
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El ae Re) ele taig lew gee ened] eee gfe) ig ee oe 
general. The Red Army advance initiated a series 
of losses for the Wehrmacht, enraging Hitler. 
emt ele ce Omr een Tiel eee eee Ree cere 
Telecel ae g lms cee eee 
his pack. Ginther von Kluge was promoted to 
field marshal while Hitler himself took over as 
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west to the starting place of Operation Typhoon. 
Barbarossa had failed. 
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“The wind stabs you 
Nome etoM rleom yale 
needles and blasts 
through your 
protective headgear 
and your gloves. Your 
Syi(orcwe Iho a Care TAB ETRTSAN®) 
much you can hardly 
see a thing” 
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city by the Soviet government in 1945 
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Hitler made public Ste) eC 
MERGES Un ma — Commander in chief Group Centre during 
TELL Lar \ Menu) Barbarossa. He opposed 
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Ste eee | Se eiay supported to drive directly against 
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launched Operation nem eeelel eee a ls 
Barbarossa. It was a for CUTS A ge ae ee 
decision that would doom folie ONO eR ens [eye y 
em Meena onthe capital. 











Pv wir eee cs] 





colintinetiensive 





Rie tesa Boas | 

in 1939 and co-operated aye Lee) PL 

eG ae ete Te ee eh eae E| ee 

rr SU eR Len Pe Reel a 

eee dette! erg a eae eee te) was responsibl i 

to believe intelligence a central figure in the planning much of the 

cette PECL Coe defensive effort around 

Hitler and the Nazi the Nazi tide and inthe Pee RS 

war sina eventual victory during oon en 
paring to inva ee eae ale eee A; oe 
Teel ena SPRUCE To sle-tee [18] re - 

Saran Poe Tike aL Ey Tec sy 





Reuse aay =e 


a 








- 


GERMANY'S ALLIES 


The smaller nations thrown into the meat grinder between Hitler and Stalin 
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established in 1939 as a client state 
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Hungarian Empire, Hungary was 
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soldiers and contributed less than 
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Hither was keen for an alliance with 
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largest contribution of troops to 
Barbarossa. The troops joined up 
with Anny Group South but found 
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Byes en oe] 
in the push on Odessa and the 
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to Barbarossa. The two nations had 

been battling it out on the Karelian 

Fae eM eb ede 
chance for an alliance, On the same 
day as Barbarossa, the Finnish Army, 
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the Isthmus north of Leningrad. Even 


ITALY 


After the joint invasion of Greece 
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keen to assist his German ally. An 
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after Barbarossa ended, a en ea DEER ee eee pee Ne eee oa aR ee 
Ek ee west, the Romanian Anmy was inno thousands of POWs were captured install a puppet regime to try to majority of its divisions were tured 
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Hitler at war 


“They are everywhere pushing 
through the wide gaps that have 
opened up in our front. The retreat in 
snow and ice is absolutely Napoleonic 
in its manner. The losses are the same” 
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WHY HITLER LOST 


Despite the Nazi war machine's initial victories as 
the armoured spearheads of Operation Barbarossa 
struck deep across the expanse of Russia, killing 
or capturing millions of Red Army soldiers, 
Adolf Hitler had failed to reckon with several 
salient points that condemned the Wehrmacht to 
defence, decline and defeat on the Eastern Front. 
Expecting a rapid advance to victory, Hitler 
underestimated the resolve of his cormmunist 
enemy and the steely, ruthless determination of 
losef Stalin once the Soviet Union was plunged 
into war. As the Germans marched from victory 
to victory, overconfidence gripped the Filhrer and 
his senior commanders. However, by the autumn 
of 1941, the situation had begun to take on a 
different character. While Hitler meddled with 
the conduct of the offensive both strategically 
and tactically, Red Army counterattacks and then 
seemingly endless rain, mud and snow combined 
to slow the Nazi tide, For the German soldier, an ill 
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Hitler vs Stalin 


wind blew across Russia with the winter of 19-41. 
Often with nothing more substantial than their 
summer uniforms to protect against the bitter 
cold, men were incapacitated or simply froze 

to death. Engines and weapons became 
inoperable, A mechanised army ground to a 
chilling halt. Panzer commanders peered through 
field glasses at the domes of Moscow fewer than 
20 kilometres away. 

When Hitler turned his tanks towards 
Stalingrad and the oi] fields of the Caucasus the 
following summer, only death and destruction 
awaited his Sixth Army and the once seemingly 
invincible Wehrmacht formations. Eventually an 
inexorable wave of Soviet retribution roared across 
Eastern Europe and into the streets of Berlin. On 
the Eastern Front, Hitler's reach had exceeded his 
erasp, revealing the Filhrer's destiny to die, along 
with his dream of world domination, amid the 
Tubble of his capital city. 
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Fuehrer Fell at CP, German Radio Says; 
Doenitz at Helm, Vows War Will Continue 
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Hitler’s death camps 





ince 1945, more than 44 million people them. By the time Germany invaded Poland in — = = 
from the furthest reaches of the planet 1939 there were six of these camps. Although they uv TT ' 1 

have visited Auschwitz. A sombre, silent involved imprisonment and forced labour, they did Hitler S plan to 
world of barbed wire, railway sidings, cold not yet carry out the brutal task for which they 


barracks and a dirty, rusted crematorium, would one day become infamous - mass murder. eliminate the J ewish 


Auschwitz today stands as a well preserved Hitler's plan to eliminate the Jewish population, | +++ ; 
: : : ee population, did not 


memory of everything that occurred there. It is an the Final Solution, did not occur overnight. Instead 
uncomfortable memory, one the majority would the process of dehumanisation began very early OcCUT overn] ht 
like to forget, yet 1s vital that all remember, At the in his mule, He introduced the Nuremberg Laws in , 
time, Auschwitz was only one of many, but today it 1935, which made it illegal for Germans to marry Instead the pro cess of 
serves a8 a symbol of extermination, a warning of or have sex with Jews. The laws also took away the - . 
the darkest reaches of evil, and a reminder to, at all = Jews’ German citizenship, and most of their rights. deht WY) anisation began 
costs, avoid repeating the mistakes of the past. Propaganda films were pumped out to convince . “ | " 
Concentration camps, or variations of them, the population of their immortality, and how the very early In his rule 
were a constant part of Hitler's rule. The very Jews’ genetic makeup defined them as parasites. In 
first camps were created as soon as Hitler was 1938, the ‘Night of Broken Glass’ saw Nazis looting 
appointed chancellor of Germany in 1933. These and burning synagogues, hospitals, schools, hommes 
detainment camps were intended for political and Jewish businesses all over Germany. Jews were 1 AZI EXPERIMENTS 
opponents of the Nazi Party. By ridding himself expelled from their homes and forced into ghettos. wars : , : : 
of anyone he believed to be a threat by throwing By this stage most regarded Jews as subhuman, Jancis Tq seat Ue Seles ines 2 LAL, 
ie site tabaci, dome Sa oe ; of lite eet eed ea a ce a experimentation. Many doctors and physicians were 

them in these camps, Hitler was able to consolidate and the Jews were terrified into submission by the drawn by the chance to conduct twisted experiments 
power and rule largely unopposed. Due to the brutality they had experienced. Afraid, alone and UE eRe ete Re enc ee 
gTowing number of people arrested, more camps with no rights, it was the perfect stc Sl 

rere needed and were built throughout Gert syacute his Final Solutic MMOL] O Mae cece Teli (ATM ECMO CCl cl 
were needed and were built throughout Germany. execute his Final solution. — conditions like Freezing temperatures or atmospheric 
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Hitler at war 


exterminating all Jews was decided upon, and was 
given the name Operation Reinharcl. Responsibility 
for executing this fell to Adolf Eichmann, the Nazi 
lieutenant colonel who had arranged the movement 
of Jews into ghettos. Three centres designed 
primarily for killing were established in Poland: 
Belzec, Sobibér and Treblinka. Auschwitz IT was 
also designed as an extermination camp. 

Auschwitz was by far the biggest and mast 
organised of the camps. It comprised three separate 
camps, a death camp, Birkenau, a forced labour 
camp and a concentration camp. Covering over 30.5 
square lalometres it was guarded by approximately 
6,000 men and would go on to claim more 






Jewish women in 
Budapest captured and 
escorted away. A tenth of 
the Jewish victims were 
Hungarian 
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than 1.25 million lives. The huge killing centre at 
Birkenau was the largest of the Nazi system, and 
served as the centrepiece of the extermination. 
There were several pure death camps that were, 
by comparison, quite small at only a few hundred 
metres long, and designed for quick and ‘efficient’ 
killing. Treblinka, for example, was located in 
sparsely populated woodland, the perfect place for 
concealing murders, 

The first trains carrying prisoners arrived in 
Birkenau in March 1942. However, the trauma 
began long before the prisoners arrived. The 
journey consisted of the men, women and children 
being forced to travel in cramped windowless cattle 





wagons, some so packed there was only room to 
stand. There was no water, food, toilet facilities or 
even ventilation. Perhaps worst of all was the lack 
of control, the prisoners had no idea where they 
were going, or how long the traumatic journey 
would last. Many people died of starvation or 
suffocation before they even reached the camp, and 
those still alive were forced to share their wagons 
with rotting corpses. The longest journey lasted a 
horrific 18 days, and when the doors were opened 
the SS discovered piles of lifeless boclies. 

Those who arrived at the death carmps were told 
it was a holding facility and they would continue 
their journey soon. In fact, the only prisoners that 
survived these camps were the ‘Jucky’ few able- 
bodied selected to remove and bury the corpses 
lalled in the gas chambers. At all camps, the people 
were forced to leave their belongings and were 
gathered outside for a selection process. First, they 
were divided by gender and then an 55 guard 
would assess their fitness. Small children, pregnant 
women, the sick and handicapped were the first to 
be condemned to death. The Nazis had little use for 
them, as they could not labour in the camps. Mast 
women With small children were also given a death 
sentence, as separating them would have caused a 
commotion, and above anything the camp Tunners 
wished to maintain the order and efficiency of 
their operation. Those who were over 14 and were 
deemed ‘fit’ for work were sent to the other side 
of the loading ramp, almost always this involved 
splitting up families who had no idea they would 
never see their loved ones again. 


Cargo trains were used to 
transport victims to the 
death camps. Many didn't 
survive the journey 
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Hitler’s death camps 





If a person was sent to the right in the 
selection it meant they would live as a 
labourer, the left was a death sentence, 
though the victim did not know it 





The Nazis were very concerned with achieving 
the most efficient killing process. They had 
conducted multiple experiments and lots of 
research into determining the most effective 
way of dispatching their victims; one that would 
ensure everyone died, that nobody escaped, and 
that nobody would realise what was happening 
until it was too late. The method they eventually 
settled on in most of the camps was gassing, 
While carbon monoxide was originally used, the 
insecticide Zyklon B was developed and found to 
be more effective. To maintain the facade of safety, 
the victims were told to undress to be ‘washed 
and disinfected’, and often Jewish prisoners were 
usec as part of this process, helping their kinsmen 
to undress to calm thei nerves. Any children that 
cried were comforted by a ‘Special Detachment’ 
team of Jewish people, and there were many 
reports of children walking into the chambers 
laughing and singing as they clutched their toys. 
Notices such as ‘Cleanliness brings freedom! 
were hung above the chamber doors, and 5S men 


dressed as doctors even examined the victims 
before the gassing. However, this was only to mark 
the pnsoners who had gold teeth which they could 
later extract. 

The doors were sealed and the gas would enter 
the chamber via pellets of Zyklon B which were 
dropped into vents. The gas would slowly rise from 
the bottom up, filling the space with toxic gas. 

As the victims struggled to breathe they would 
trample and fight to reach the ceiling, and often 
when the doors were open, the bodies would be 
found piled atop each other, with the strongest at 
the top. [t was far from a peaceful execution, and 
many witnesses reported being able to hear the 
Victims screaming and pleading for their lives. They 
were found with blood seeping from their ears and 
foam from their mouths. 

One of the biggest problems the Nazis faced 
with their mass killings was corpse disposal. 
Initially the victims’ bodies were buried in mass 
eraves, but due to the sheer number this became 
inefficient, 50 instead they were cremated. The 











“Grim, prolonged 
suffering awaited. 
The fit inmates 
would be completely 
undressed, then 
shaved of their body 
hair and tattooed with 
the now-infamous 
registration numbers” 











corpses were loaded into fiery pits which were 
also operated by prisoners from the Special 
Detachment team. These men would stoke the fire, 
turn the corpses and drain the excess fat which 
seeped out, well aware that they, too, would one 
day meet the same fate. Because the killing at 
Auschwitz was on a much larger scale, crematoria 
were created, and the ashes were buried in the 
eround or dumped in the river. Although the SS 
members wished to maintain a fagade of relative 
safety, even they were unable to mask the horrific, 
putrid smell of Burning human flesh which rose 
from the crematoria. 

For those few lucky enough to escape instant 
extermination, grim, prolonged suffering awaited. 
The fit inmates would be undressed, then shaved 
of their body hair and tattooed with the now- 
infamous registration numbers. They then would 
be disinfected and scalded or frozen with boiling 
or freezing showers. Afterwards they would 
be dressed in striped pyjamas and a pair of 
uncomfortable wooden clogs, rarely in their actual 
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Hitler at war 


size, and all aspects of individuality or freedom 
stripped away. 

Although Auschwitz-Birkenau in particular 
masqueraded as a work camp, with slogans 
such as ‘Arbeit macht frei, or “Work sets you free’ 
emblazoned on archways, the Nazi concentration 
camps never intended to release the vast majority 
of their victims. The intent instead was death 
through labour, exhaustion, starvation and disease. 
‘Those who were spared the gas chambers when 
they arrived hac not been given a new chance of 
life, but a slower, prolonged death. 

The Nazis did everything to ensure that these 
deaths would come. They created wooden or brick 
barracks, intended to house 40 prisoners, but often 
more than 700 would be crarmpecl within. There 
were not proper beds, but straw-filled mattresses 
spread over wooden bunks, earth floors and next 
to no sanitary facilities. Although the barracks did 
have stoves, there was no fuel provided. They were 
dirty, cramped and freezing, a breeding ground for 
disease. The winters were especially brutal, and 
many prisoners died shivering in the plummeting 
Polish temperatures. 

Beyond the barracks themselves the sanitary 
facilities for prisoners were not only poor, but 
dangerous. Initially there was no water at all for the 
Inmates to wash themselves or keep clean, When 
water was finally introduced, it was filthy and 
riddled with disease. The inmates had no choice 
but to use it: despite how dirty and stinking it was, 
washing daily gave the inmates some remnant of a 
life that was real, and some memory of civilisation 
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“We have no idea 
how many Nazis 
they killed, but their 
message was Clear - 
we have not forgiven 
or forgotten” 


- if that was lost, their enemies would have won. 
There was certainly no memory of civilisation in 
the brutal daily routines the prisoners were forced 
to go through, in fact they were designed to beat 
every sense of worth and purpose out of them, 
until all that remained was a husk of what was 
once a person. Prisoners were awoken at dawn, 
after having very little sleep. They were forced to 
stand still in their thin, ragged clothing through all 
weathers for hours on end as they were counted. 
Anyone too weak to stand would be taken away to 
be executed. Roll call was repeated in the evening, 
and was often a chance for the officers to punish 
prisoners who had not worked hard enough, were 
resisting or showing weakness. They were used 
to demonstrate to the others what would happen 
if they stepped out of line, the punishment was 
always brutal and violent, and more often than 
not ended in death. It was a daily reminder of how 
expendable each and every one of them was. 
Work within the camp varied depending on the 
person, the most desirable placement was within 
the 55 offices themselves, filing or administration 
roles usually filled by women with education. 
However, due to their lack of protection and rights, 
this often resulted in sexual exploitation and rape. 
Most were forced into physical labour, backhreaking 
factory work, construction projects, or on farms or 
in coal mines. A lot of the tasks the inmates were 
given were pointless and humiliating, and they 
were very Iarely provided the proper equipment. 
For example, Ben Stern, a camp survivor, spoke 
of a job he was given to carry steel beams in the 
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freezing winter. 20 men were lifting each side of 
the massive beam, and they were told to place it 
somewhere. However, when they tied to they were 
unable as their skin was frozen to the metal. The 
skin was torn from their hands and began bleeding. 
The very next day they were forced to carry 
the same beam back to the original spot. It was 
this kind of repetitive, pointless labour that was 
designed to break the people's spirits and erase all 
sense of selfworth or strength to fight back 

The exhaustion brought on by the relentless 
labour was not helped by the inadequate food 
given to the inmates. The meals were never 





Above: These slave labours interned at the Buchenwald 
concentration camp were on average found to weigh 
around 32 kilograms 
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Jews who sought asylum 
elsewhere were often denied, 
the refugees on MS St. Louis 
were turned away from Cuba, 
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substantial, and never provided enough calories 

for the physical exertion their bodies were under. 
Breakfast usually consisted of imitation coffee 

and lunch was soup, however this was watery 

with nothing in it to eat, sometimes it was simply 
water warmed up in a metal tin. A thin slice of 
bread with a tiny slice of sausage or margarine was 
given in the evening to last until the morning. The 
lack of food was so prevalent and debilitating that 
many prisoners starved to death, losing pounds of 
muscle mass and tissue until they resembled living 
skeletons. Those prisoners who were quick enough 
would steal the bread or boots off dead bodies, then 
use them to trade for something that might aid 
their own survival, like a place to sleep, or a chance 
to wash themselves. 

All of this exhaustion, pain and hunger 
combined with the random cullings, and the 
constant spectre of the crematona towers pumping 
out smoke had the exact effect the Nazis desired, 
anc people died in their hundreds of thousands. 
Many were the victims of starvation and disease 
but there were many, enough to earn a nickname, 
that completely gave up hope. Muselmann (a 
slang term based on the German word for ‘Musliny) 
were Victims who would squat with their legs 
tucked in, their shoulders curved and their 
heads down, completely and utterly overcome 


with despair, and given up all hope of survival. 
Holocaust survivor Prime Levi wrote that if he 
could “enclose all the evil of our time in one image, 
I would choose this image.” 

However, not everyone surrendered all hope. 
There were many who resisted, whether it was 
simply by continuing to practise their faith or even 
writing diaries and secretly hiding them to tell of 
the horrors that happened within. There were also 
incidents of physical resistance. One woman seized 
a gun from an 55 officer and shot two of them 
while undressing in the crematorium, another 
group of Polish prisoners escaped while building a 
drainage ditch. One of the most remarkable acts of 
rebellion was when 250 Special Detachment Jews 
set fire to a crematorium, cut through the fence and 
reached the outside. Though they were all killed, 
they took three guards down with them and the 
crematomim was never used again. 

Between May 1940 and January 1945, 1.3 million 
prisoners were transported to Auschwitz alone; of 
these, 90 per cent were executed on arrival. The 
Albes and those in the free world had received 
information about the Holocaust, but the whole 
horrific picture of what was truly occurring did not 
become clear until they were liberated. In late 1944, 
with the approaching Red Army, Hitler planned to 
conceal all that had occurred within the camps. 





Hitler’s death camps 









The gassings stopped, documents were destroyed 
and buildings were burned down or clismantled. 
Those healthy enough to walk, approximately 
96,000, were ordered to evacuate by foot to Loslau, 
some 63 kilometres away. The exhausted men 

and women were forced to walk through freezing 
conditions, many without shoes, and any who fell 
or were too slow were shot. Some 15,000 prisoners 
died on this hormfic death march. 

When the Soviet forces stumbled upon 
Auschwitz they were greeted by a few thousand 
sick and ailing prisoners, as well as hundreds of 
thousands of pieces of clothing, toothbrushes, 
glasses and seven tonnes of human hair. Army 
medics hurried to save the survivors, and two 
military field hospitals were set up; recovery, 
however, Would not come as quick. Those who 
survived searched for any living relatives and a 
place to rebuild their lives. Displaced and alone, 
many refugees ended up living in temporary 
Displaced Persons camps before emigrating to 
other countries in the hope of starting a new life. 
However, a new life - after the things that they had 
witnessed and experienced - did not come easy. 
Even when the inmates were free from the barbed 
wire, from the rising smoke and the 55 guards, the 
trauma of the death camps continued to hold them 
prisoner, and continued to haunt lives. 
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BERLIN, GERMANY, 16 APRIL - 2 MAY 1945 
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Berlin, including the shell of a bullet-riddled 
truck, surrounds the Brandenburg Gate 





y the spring of 1945, World War II was in its 
sixth year. The once mighty war machine 
of the Third Reich had been brought to its 
knees. Assailed from both East and West, 
Nazi Germany was in its death throes. 

Since the beginning, Allied forces had been 
buoyed by the cry, “On to Berlin!” Now, however, 
practical considerations weighed heavily on the 
conduct of the final weels of the war. General 
Dwight D Eisenhower, supreme commander of 
the American and British armies advancing 
across the western German frontier, breached 
protocol and contacted Soviet Premier Josef Stalin 
directly, informing him that the Western Allies 
did net intend to fight for Berlin. For several 
reasons, both political and military, the battle for 
the Nazi capital and whatever wisps of glory might 
come with its capture would be left to the Soviet 
Red Army. 

Indeed, since Hitler had launched Operation 
Barbarossa - the Nazi invasion of the Soviet 
Union on 44 June 19-4] - the Soviets had suffered 
mightily and bore the brunt of the fighting on 
the European continent. Millions of Soviet military 
and civilian lives had been lost before the Nazi 
juggernaut was even stemmed only 20 kilometres 
from the Soviet capital of Moscow, Russia. German 
generals peered at the gleaming onion domes of 
the city’s buildings but could get no closer. Winter 
set in, and the Germans literally froze to death, 
while weapons and equipment failed to function in 
such inhospitable conditions. 

The following spring, a renewed German 
offensive was met by a resurgent Red Army, and 








Berlin 


a giant pincer and destroy the opposing forces in an 
ever-shrinking defensive perimeter. 

Two weels later, the final offensive began with 
the thunder of thousands of Soviet guns. Konev's 
advance across the River Neisse gained ground 
steadily, but Zhukov failed to accurately assess the 
strength of the main German line of resistance 
before Berlin at Seelaw Heights just west of the 
Oder, where elements of Army Group Vistula, 
outmanned and outgunned but full of fight and 
Nazi fervour, made a stand along a ridgeline. 

Under the command of Colonel General Gotthard 
Heinnici, the defenders pulled back from frontline 
positions just as the Soviet artillery bombardment 
erupted; therefore, most of the shelling failed to 
inflict heavy casualties. German tanks and tank 
killing infantry squacls saw the silhouettes of Red 
Army armoured vehicles and troops illuminated 
by their own searchlights and took a fearful toll, 
stalling Zhukov's advance. 

After four days of fierce fighting, Zhukov broke 
through the Seelow Heights defences, but the cost 
was high. No fewer than 30,000 Red Army soldiers 
were dead, along with 12,000 German troops 
Stalin was enraged by the delay and ordered Konev 
to abandon his wider swing around Berlin and send 
his armoured spearheads directly towards the city. 
The existing rivalry between Zhukov and Konev 
became heated as both commanders vied for the 
prestige of capturing the Nazi capital. 


A memorable birth 
20 April 1945, was Hitler's 56th birthday, but there 
was little revelry in the Fuhrerbunker beneath 











‘As the Soviet noose tightened around Berlin, 
probing attacks tested the city's defences" 








then the great Soviet victories at Stalingrad and 
Kursk occurred in 1943. Seizing the initiative, the 
Soviets pushed the Germans westward across 
thousands of kilometres, reaching Warsaw, the 
Polish capital, in the summer of 1944. Soviet 
offensives from Leningrad in the north to Odessa 
in the south were known as ‘Stalin's ten blows’ 
By early 1945, East Prussia, the Baltic States, and 
Pomerania were in Soviet possession. The Red 
Army advanced from the River Vistula to the River 
Oder, and then to within 60 kilometres of Berlin. 


Conference at the Kremlin 


On 1 April, Stalin and two of his top commanders, 
Marshal Georgi Zhukov of the Ist Belorussian Front 
and Marshal Ivan Konev of the lst Ukrainian Front, 
met at the Kremlin in Moscow. “Who will take 
Berlin?” Stalin asked. "We will!" Konev answered. 
Stalin proceeded to give the two commanders their 
orders. Zhukov was to attack Berlin from the north 
and east, while Konev approached trom the south. 
The two immense Fronts would surround Berlin in 


the Reich Chancellery in Berlin that day. Soviet 
long-range artillery began shelling the capital, 
and the Funs would not cease firing until the 
city had fallen. Word reached the Fihrer in 
his subterranean command centre that three 
defensive lines east of Berlin had been breached, 
Including Seelaw Heights. Zhukov was advancing. 
Konev was In open country and moving steadily 
with the 4th Guards Tank Army and 3rd Guards 
Army leading the way. A third Red Army Front, 
the 2nd Belorussian under Marshal Konstantin 
Rokossovsky, had broken through the 3rd Panzer 
Army's lines. Inside Berlin, the remnants of Army 
and Waffen-55 units prepared makeshift defences. 
Old men and boys joined these soldiers for a fight 
to the death once the Soviets entered the city. 
Territorial gains brought Berlin within range 
of field artillery on 22 April. .A Red Army news 
correspondent came upon several guns preparing 
to unleash a storm of shells on the German capital. 
He later wrote, “What are the targets?’ [ asked 
the battery commander. ‘Centre of Berlin, Spree 
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bridges, and the northern Stettin railway stations, 
he answered. Then came the tremendous words 
of command: ‘Open fire on the capital of Fascist 
Germany. I noted the time. It was exactly $.30am 
on 22 April. 96 shells fell on the centre of Berlin in 
the course of a few minutes.” 

Both Zhukov and Konev ordered a continued 
westward advance, and on 25 April, the leading 
elements of a Guards rifle regiment from the Ist 
Ukrainian Front made contact with troops of the 
US 69th Infantry Division at Torgau on the River 
Elbe, splitting the Third Reich in two, On the same 
day, the encirclement of Berlin was completed. 
Both the German th and 4th Panzer Armies were 
surrounded, and efforts by the 12th Army under 
General Walther Wenck to move to the relief of 
Berlin were thwarted by the westward movement 
of the Ist Ukrainian Front. 


Defending the doomed 

As the Soviet noose tightened around Berlin, 
probing attacks tested the city's defences. The 
Germans had divided three concentric rings 

into nine sectors. About 96.5 kilometres in 
circumference, the outermost ring ran across the 
outskirts of the capital. Flimsy at best, it consisted 
pnmanily of roadblocks, barncades of rubble and 
vehicles, and shallow trenches. It was compromised 
rapidly in numerous locations prior to the main 
assault on the city 

The second circle ran approximately 40 
kilometres and made use of existing buildings 
and obstacles, including the S-Bahn, Berlin's 
public transportation railway system. The inner 
ring included the massive buildings that once 
housed the ministnes and departments of the Nazi 
government. These were tumed into machine-gun 
and anti-tank strongpoints with firing positions on 
each floor. 

six massive flak towers, studded with guns and 
virtually impervious to anything but a direct hit, 
were also part of the inner circle. Fight of the pie- 
shaped dividing sectors, labelled A through H ane 
radiating from the centre of Berlin, crossed each of 
the rings to the outer perimeter. The ninth sector, 
named #7, was manned partially by a fanatical 
contingent of Hitler's personal 5S guard. 

The city of Berlin itself comprised 547 square 
kilometres, and defensive positions along the 
barners of the River Spree and the Landwehr and 
Teltow Canals were particularly fortified. The main 
objective of the converging Soviet forces was the 
complex of government buildings known as the 
Citadel, north and east of the Tiergarten, a large 
park and residential district that was home to the 
Berlin 400, 

Estimates of German strength vary from 
roughly 100,000 to 180,000, including 55, Army, 
Volkssturm (People's Militia), and Hitler Youth, 
under the command of General Helmuth Weidling, 
appointed by the Fuhrer on 23 April to lead the 
last-gasp defence. 

On 26 April, the final chapter of the battle for 
Berlin began with a fury. The 8th Guards and Ist 
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In this July 19-45 photo, a heavily 
damaged street near the Unter den Linden 
in the centre of Berlin remains devastated 


(Guards Tank Armies fought their way through 

the second defensive circle, crossing the 5-Bahn 
line and attacking Tempelhof Airport. To the west, 
elements of the Ist Belorussian Front entered 
Charlottenburg and drew up to the River Spree 
after two days of bitter combat. The Soviets 
advanced inexorably toward the centre of Berlin on 
four primary axes, along the Frankfurter Allee from 
the southeast, Sonnenallee from the south 

toward the Belle-Alliance-Platz, again from the 
south toward the Potsdamer Platz, and from the 
north toward the Reichstag, where the German 
Parliament had once convened and which had not 
been in use since a devastating fire had eutted the 
building in 1933. 

On 28 April, the Potsdamerstrasse Bridge across 
the Landwehr Canal was taken, and fighting 
spread into the Tiergarten. The next morning 
the srd Shock Army crossed the Moltke Bridge 
over the River Spree. The Reichstag lay to the left 
fronting the Konigsplatz, which was mined and 
heavily defended by machine-gun nests, artillery. 
several tanks, and a mixed bag of roughly 6,000 
Germans. Attacks on the Interior Ministry building 
progressed sluggishly, and by dawn on 30 April, 
Red Army soldiers occupied Gestapo headquarters 
on Pring Albrechtstrasse for a brief time before a 
heavy counterattack pushed them out. The Soviets 
did capture most of the diplomatic quarter that day. 





Soldiers raise the flag of 
the Soviet Union above the 
(oan ee 
gesture of the fall of Berlin 
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Meanwhile, the /9th Rifle Corps began a 
concerted effort to take the Reichstag. Troops 
of the 150th Rifle Division ran a gauntlet of fire 
across the Konigsplatz in a frontal assault. Other 
divisions attacked the flanks of the large building, 
and three attempts were beaten back between 
4.30am and lpm. The defenders were aided by 
128mm 2uns atop one of the reinforced concrete 
flak towers at the Berlin Zoo firing from over a 
kilometre away. Soviet tanks and self-propelled 
assault guns lumbered into the Konigsplatz to 
blast German positions. A false report that a 
red banner had been seen flying above the 
Reichstag was issued at mid-afternoon when 
the attackers had managed to advance only 
partially across the Konigsplatz. Fearing the 
repercussions that might ensue if the report were 
found to be inaccurate, Major General VM Shatilov. 
commanding the 150th Rifle Division, ordered a 
redoubling of the effort. 

By 6pm, the fight for the Reichstag had raged 14 
hours. Soviet soldiers renewed the attack, carrying 
stnall mortars to blast open entryways that had 
been covered with brick and mortar. Once inside. 
the Soviets clashed with Germans in hand-to-hand 
combat throughout the building. A small group 
of Red Army soldiers worked their way around 
the back of the Reichstag and found a stairway to 
the roof. Sergeants Mikhail Yegorov and Meliton 
Kantaria rushed forward with a red banner and 
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found an equestrian statue at the edge of the 
roofline. Minutes before 11pm, they jammed the 
staff into a space in the statue. 

Although the hammer and sickle flag of the 
Soviet Union flew above the Reichstag on the night 
of 30 April, the building was not secured until 
2 May, when the last 2,500 German defendets 
surrendered. The famed photos and footage of 
the flag raising were actually taken during a 
reenactment of the event on 3 May. 


Crumbling centre 

The Germans still forlornly defending Berlin were 
exhausted and running low on ammunition. 
Genetal Weidling informed Hitler on the morning 
of 30 April that in a matter of hours the Red Army 
would be in control of the centre of the city. 

The Soviet Sth Shock, 8th Guards, and 8th 
Guards Tank Armies advanced down the 
famed Unter den Linden, approaching the 
Reich Chancellery and the Fuhrerbunker. Hitler 
authorised General Weidling to attempt a breakout 
from the encirclement that had formed, anc then 
with his longtime mistress, Eva Braun, who had 
become his wife only hours earlier, committed 
suicide in the underground labyrinth. 

By this time, only about 10,000 resolute German 
soldiers remained in defensive positions, and Soviet 
troops and tanks were closing in from all sides. 
soviet artillery pounded the remaining defenders, 
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relentlessly shelling the Air Ministry building on 
the Wilhelmstrasse, a strong position that had been 
reinforced with steel, concrete, and barricades. The 
3rd Shock Army advanced along the northern edge 
of the Tiergarten and battled a cluster of German 
tanks while maintaining pressure on the Reichstag 
and the surrounding area. In concert with the 
movement of the 8th Guards Army, the 3rd Shock 
Army cut the centre of Berlin in half 

On 1 May, General Hans Krebs, chief of the 
German General Staff, contacted General Vasily 
Chuikov, commander of the 8th Guards Army, 
Informing the Soviet officer of Hitler's death and 
hoping to arrange surrender terms. The attempt 
failed when Chuikov insisted on unconditional 
surrender and Krebs responded that he did not 
have such authority. Meanwhile, some of the 
GeTman troops began attempting to break out of 
embattled Berlin, particularly toward the west and 
a hopeful surrender to British or American forces 
rather than the vengeful Soviets, whose people 
had suffered so much at the hands of the Nazis. 
Only a relative few succeeded after crossing the 
Charlottenbriicke Bridge over the River Havel. 
Many were killed or captured when they abruptly 
encountered Soviet lines. 

On the morning of 4 May, Red Army troops 
took control of the Reich Chancellery. Weidling 
had already sent a communiqué to General 
Chuikov at lam, asking for another meeting. The 
German general was instructed to come to the 
Potsdamer Bridge at 6am. He was then taken to 
Chuikov's headquarters and surrendered within 
the hour. Weidling issued orders for all German 
troops to follow suit and put the directive in 
writing at Chuikov's request. He also made a 
recording of the order, and Soviet trucks blared 
the message through the shattered streets of the 
city. Some pockets of diehard SS troops resisted 
until they were annihilated. At the troublesome 
Berlin 200 flak tower, 350 hageatd German soldiers 
stumbled into the daylight of defeat. The Battle of 
Berlin was over. 


Counting the cost 

Casualties were staggering. During the drive from 
the Oder to Berlin, at least 31,000 Soviet soldiers 
had died and well over a quarter million were 
wounded. German losses are estimated at 100,000 
killed, 220,000 wounded, and nearly half a million 
taken prisoner, At least 100,000 civilian residents 
of Berlin, some of whom committed suicide, had 
also perished. 

Red Army soldiers raped and murdered countless 
German women. They destroyed and pillaged in 
retribution for the horrors previously inflicted on 
their Motherland by the Nazis. For some Berliners 
who survived the battle, the nightmare of Soviet 
vengeance was - perhaps - a fate worse than death. 

Within a week of the fall of Berlin, World War II 
in Europe ended with the unconditional surrender 
of Nazi Germany. The Third Reich, which Hitler 
boasted would last 1,000 years, had ended in flery 
ruin in only 12 
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| is hands trembled. He slumped noticeably 
and shuffled as he walked. His eyes were 
often glassy. Adolf Hitler was a broken man. 

A chemical cocktail of Benzedrine and 
eve drops laced with cocaine kept him 
functioning during the day. Barbiturates were 
needed for fitful sleep. He suffered from severe 
stomach pain and probably the onset of Parkinson's 
Disease. The once vibrant Fuhrer of Nazi Germany 
hovered in the gloaming of emotional hysteria, 
blind rage and catatonic dejection. 

In the spring of 1945, Hitler's physical and mental 
states Were a microcosm of the destruction that 
surTounded him in the dying Nazi capital of Berlin. 
His once powerful war machine and totalitarian 








regime were being crushed under the weight of 
Allied military might. The Americans and British 
were closing in from the West. Worse still. his 
mortal enemy, the Soviet Union, had unleashed 
the Red Army, filled with hate and retribution for 
all things German, against his crumbling defences. 
For nearly two years, the inexorable Soviet tide 
hacl pushed German forces steadily westward 
more than L600 kilometres. Now, the enemy 
had reached Berlin's doorstep intent on crashing 
through and conquering the black heart of the 
Third Reich. 

As early as January 1945, under the rain of heavy 
Allied bombing, Hitler and his entourage had 
retreated underground to the relative safety of the 





Fuhrerbunker, 15 metres beneath the garden of the 
Reich Chancellery amid a cluster of administrative 
buildings near Berlin’s Konigsplatz that was known 
as the Citadel With nim, either in the bunker 

or nearby, as the Soviets encircled the city and 
converged from several directions were Dr Ludwig 
Stumpfegger, one-time physician to Reichsfithrer 
SS Heinrich Himmler and now in Hitler's service, 
Hitler's personal secretary Martin Bormann, 
Gunther Schwagermann, adjutant to Minister of 
Propaganda Doctor Josef Goebbels, Undersecretary 
of State for the Ministry of Propaganda Wemer 
Naumann, Hitler's adjutant Otte Ginsche, his valet 
Heinz Linge, chauffeur Erich Kempka, secretary 
Traudl Junge, and several others 





In early April, Eva Braun, Hitler's mistress for 


more than a decade. travelled north from Munich, 


determined to be with him to the bitter end. She 
Was not summoned to join the Fuhrer. In fact, 
Hitler attempted to persuade her to leave Berlin. 


She would have none of it and descended into the 


dank, shadowy existence. 


Underground fortress 

The Fubrerbunker was a masterpiece of German 
practicality and engineering. Although not 
luxurious by any means, it was functional. 
Construction was completed in two phases, the 
first in 1936, and the second in 1944. The upper 
level, called the Vorbunker, was topped by a 
concrete reinforced roof four metres thick. Four 
of the Vorbunker’s 12 chambers were completed 
as latchen space, and at the end of a long central 
hallway a spiral staircase led down to the lower 
level, where another 18 small rooms were built. 
Hitler and Eva Braun occupied six of these to the 
left off the main commder, while close members 
of the Fuhret’s staff used others, Additional 
rooms housed communications equipment and 
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The Goebbels family posed 

for this photo in happier times 
before its fateful descent into 
the Filhrerbunker 





Twilight in the Fithrerbunker 


Hitler and Hermann Goring 
RC em at ee 
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early April 1945 
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Hitler at war 


machinery for the ventilation system, its shrill, 
monotonous whine pervading the entire structure. 

The long passage on the lower level also served 
aS a 5,5-square-metre conference room, where a 
large map covered a heavy wooden table and 
Hitler held daily briefings on the deteriorating 
military situation. Near the entrance to the 
Fihrerbunker, a battalion of 700 soldiers of the SS 
Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler, the Fuhrer’s personal 
bodyeuard, were quartered. They worked as guards, 
couriers, telephone operators, clerks, anc servants 
inside the Fahrerbunker. 

On 22 April, Doctor Goebhels, his wife Magda, 
an ardent Nazi, and their six children, five girls and 
a boy ranging in age from four to 14, came to the 
bunker. Goebbels took a room on the lower level, 
while Magda and the children moved into four 
rooms in the Vorbunker. The children would never 
see daylight again. A few days later, Magda wrote to 
Luftwaffe Lieutenant Harald Quandt, her son from 
an eatlier marriage, who had been taken prisoner in 
North Afmica. 

“My beloved son!" she scrawled. “By now we 
have been in the Fithrerbunker for six days already 

daddy, your six little siblings and I, for the sake 
of giving our National Socialistic lives the only 
possible honourable end... You shall know that I 
stayed here against daddy's will, and that even 
last Sunday the Fiihrer wanted to help me to get 
out. You know your mother - we have the sarne 
blood, for me there was no wavering. Our glorious 
idea is ruined and with it everything beautiful 
and marvellous that I have known in my life. The 
world that comes after the Fihrer and National 
Socialism is no longer worth living in and a 
therefore | took the children with me, for they 
are too good for the life that would follow, and a 


merciful God will understand me when I will give Hitler's personal Secretary Martin 

them the salvation...” RNR eee iter nn meh 
eae ee eee 

Reversals of fortun e SR eo meatal ee 


Meanwhile, from early April the news from the 
frontlines had been continually disheartening. The 
only glimmer of hope had faded quickly. On the 
morning of 13 April, Goebbels informed Hitler that 
US President Franklin D Roosevelt was dead. Surely, 
the propaganda minister urged, this was a sign of 
divine providence. The end of the month would 
herald a turnaround in German fortunes on the 
battlefield, and Berlin would be saved. But it was 
not to be. Goebbels confessed, “Perhaps fate has 
again been cruel and made fools of us.’ 

On lé April two Red Army Fronts, more than 
2.5 million soldiers, initiated the final offensive 
to capture Berlin. Four days later, Soviet artillery 
began to pound the city. Hitler observed his sombre 
56th birthday by leaving the safety of the bunker 
long enough to present Iron Crosses to several boys 
of the Hitler Youth who had displayed courage 
while fighting the Soviets. Hitler patted the cheeks 
of the young Nazis and told them in a Voice barely a 
above a whisper that they were good and brave BME tat es 


boys. The Fihrer cut the figure of a doomed man, F Se adel Hitler's 
2 UU ie er TP eal Cd 
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Twilight in the Fihrerbunker 


Loyal to Hitler to the end, 
Eva Braun chose to die 
with the Fiihrer rather 

than escape from Berlin 


Seem Rie mere ait | 
dogs, ordered a cyanide capsule tested 
Veen aes) eRe eee a 


distributed to members of his inner circle 





as he attempted to control his palsy before the 
newsreel camera that recorded the event. 

During his daily military conferences, Hitler often 
became delusional, issuing orders for high-ranking 
officers who were dead or missing to move armies 
that no longer existed to the relief of Berlin. During 
a conference on 22 April, the Fiihrer exploded in 
a tirade. As he slowly absorbed the fact that his 
orders for a counterattack against the Soviets were 
impossible to execute, blaming the catastrophic 
defeat of Germany on his traitorous and weak: 
Willed penerals and the lack of National Socialist 
fervour among the German people, a people who 
deserved their fate. 

The following day, Minister of Armaments 
Albert Speer visited the bunker and spoke with 
the Fuhrer. There had been talk of an escape from 
Berlin, flying to Obersalzberg and possibly even 
carrying on the fight. However, Hitler discounted 
this option and seemed resigned to his own doom. 
He had already given permission for those who 
wished to leave the bunker and attempt to escape 
embattled Berlin to da so, 

"That day he said nothing more of an imminent 
turning point or that there was still hope,” Speer 
later wrote. “Rather apathetically, wearily ana if it 
were already a matter of course, he began speaking 
of his death... ‘I shall not fight personally. There is 
always the danger that I would only be wounded 
and fall into the hands of the Russians alive. I 
don't want ny enemies to disgrace my body either. 
I've given orders that I be cremated, Fraulein 
Braun wants to depart this life with me... Believe 
me, Speer, it is easy for me to end my life. A brief 
moment, and I'm freed of everything, liberated 
from this painful existence! | felt as if 1 had been 
talking to a man already departed. ‘The atmosphere 
syew increasingly uncanny: the tragedy was 
nearing its end.” 


No honour among thieves 
On the afternoon of Speer’s visit, Bormann 

stalked into Hitler's presence with a message from 
Luftwatte chief Reichsmarshal Hermann Goring, 
temporarily safe at Berchtesgaden in the Bavarian 
Alps. In 1941, Hitler had issued an order authorising 
Géring to take control of the German government 
in the event that the Fihrer was unable to exercise 
supreme authority. At this dire hour, Goring 
launched a bid for power saying, “My Fuhrer... If 
no reply is received by 10 o'clock tonight, | shall 
take it for granted that you have lost your freedom 
of action and shall consider the conditions of your 
decree fulfilled..." 

Hitler was apoplectic, He screamed for Gonng’s 
arrest, stripped him of his titles and rank, and 
dictated a response that his former deputy 
had committed high treason. Even his oldest 
and closest associates were falling away. Speer 
remembered, “An outburst of wild fury... in which 
feelings of bitterness, helplessness, self-pity, and 
despair mingled." 

Insult was heaped upon injury when Himmler, 
frequently referred to as “faithful Heinrich’, 
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Hitler at war 


This picture depicts two versions of a 
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was revealed by British news reparts to have 

been Carrying on separate negotiations with the 
Allies through Swedish diplomatic channels. 
Ordering Himmler’s immediate arrest, Hitler railed 
against the SS leader and retaliated by having 5S 
Lieutenant General Hermann Fegelein, Himmiler's 
liaison in the Fuhrerbunker and Eva Braun’s 
brother-in-law, summarily shot. 

After firing Goring, Hitler appointed General 
Robert Ritter von Greim as commander of the 
Luftwaffe and asked the officer to come to Berlin to 
receive a promotion to field marshal. Famed Nazi 
test pilot Hanna Reitsch and Greim were lovers, and 
the pair boarded a small plane on the night of 26 
April in response to the order. Flying so low that 
Soviet ground fire actually wounded Greim in the 
foot, Reitsch landed the aircraft in a Berlin street 
near the Unter den Linden a short distance from 
the Reich Chancellery. 

As Greim met with the Fuhrer, Reitsch begged 
to fly Hitler to safety. He refused. She also 
approached Magda Goebbels, offering to take the 
children out of the city. “My God! Frau Goebbels, 
the children cannot stay here!” she pleaded to no 
avail, Tempelhof Airport, south of the Citadel, fell 
to the Soviets that day. There would be no further 
opportunity for any larger aircraft to mount rescue 
efforts. At first professing their own desire to 
remain in the Fihrerbunker until the end, Reitsch 
and Greim spent three days there until Greim had 
recovered sufficiently to travel. 


Gotterdammerung 

By 28 April, the Red Army was only a mile 

from the Reich Chancellery. Soviet soldiers were 
methodically destroying the desperate defenders 
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of Berlin, many of therm old men of the Volkssturm 
and boys of the Hitler Youth who died side-by-side 
with the beleaguered veterans of General Helmuth 
Weidlings LVI Panzer Corps. Unit cohesion was 
rapidly eroding. 

In the damp confines of the Fahrerbunker, 
as bits of concrete and dust fell from the ceiling 
with every shuddering impact of a Soviet shell, 
the atmosphere took on an air of impending 
doom, the climax of a Wagnerian opera. The Nazi 
Gotterdammerung, the Twilight of the Gods, was 
nearly at hand. Word was received that Benito 
Mussolini, former fascist dictator of Italy, and 
his mistress Claretta Petacci, had been shot by 
partisans and their bodies strung up by the heels in 
front of a garage in the city of Milan. 

Hitler realised that time was short and handed 
cyanide capsules to those who remained in the 
Fuhrerbunker. Some questioned whether the 
poison was potent enough to do the job. Hitler 
called for his dog, Blondi, an Alsatian given to him 
as a puppy in 1941. A capsule was crushed between 
Blondi’s teeth, and the dog died instantly. 

Late that night, Hitler began to dictate his last 
Will and two-part testament to Junge, Among 
other things, he appointed Admiral Karl Donitz 
to lead what was left of the Third Reich after his 
own death. He blamed the war on international 
Jewry. “It is untrue,” he said, “that I or anyone else 
in Germany wanted the war in 1939. It was desired 
and instigated exclusively by those... statesmen 
who were either of Jewish descent or worked for 
Jewish interests.” 

While Hitler ranted much of the same anti- 
Semitic drivel he had first published in his 
book Mein Kampf in the 1920s, others in the 








Fiihrerbunker began to discuss openly the 

most efficient form of suicide, poison or pistol 
shot. They began to smoke, something that 
Hitler had previously forbidden in his presence. 
Available alcohol flowed more freely, and for 
some drunkenness fostered false bravado. Others 
laughed, sobbed, and slept. 

A few minutes after midnight on 29 April, an 
event took place that few individuals close to 
Hitler or Eva Braun believed would ever happen. 
A low-level Nazi Party official was pulled from 
the nearby front line and hustled to the 
Fuhrerbunker to officiate in a hasty, macabre 
ceremony. Hitler and Braun attested to their 
Aryan lineage, Goebbels and Bormann served as 
witnesses, and the couple were joined in marriage. 
A reception followed, and the attendees drank 
champagne and talked of better days. 

Around 2.30am, on 30 April, Hitler said final 
farewells to some members of his staff. At noon, 
his final military briefing brought nothing new 
- only confirmation of the inevitable. Two hours 
later, he ate his final meal, a vegetarian lunch. 
Hitler and Eva then spent afew moments with 
Goebbels, Bormann, and others of their inner 
circle. They retired to their private quarters shortly 
after 3pm. 

Within minutes, a single shot rang out. Junge 
was playing with the Goebbels children at the 
time, and one of them shouted, “That was a direct 
hit!" After waiting a few minutes, Rochus Misch, 

a Member of Hitler's 58 bodyguard, entered the 
room. He recalled, “Heinz Linge took me to one 
side, and we went in. I saw Hitler slumped by the 
table. I didn't see any blood on his head. I saw Eva 
with her knees drawn up lying next to him on the 











sofa...” Hitler lay dead from a self-inflicted bullet 
wound to his right temple. Eva had taken cyanide 
and died swiftly. 

Kempka had returned only moments before 
from a foray into the open to gather I70 litres of 
petrol to douse the bodies and set them alight 
as instructed. As Stumpfegger and Linge carried 
Hitler's lifeless body up the stairs and into the 
garden, Bormann followed with Eva's corpse 
over his shoulder. While Soviet artillery shells fell 
nearby, the cremation detail worked as rapidly as 
possible. Kempka, Linge, and Gunsche emptied 
numerous cans of Tuel on the bodies, Linge lit a 
rag found lying nearby, and in a flash the bodies 
of the former Fuhrer of Germany and his wife 
were blazing. 

With Hitler dead, the situation unravelled in 
the Fuhrerbunker. Some of his cohorts scrambled 
away, hoping to escape the clutches of the Soviets, 
who would discover the charred remains of the 
Fuhrer and Eva Braun buried in a shellhole within 
a few hours. 

With the assistance of a doctor, Magda Goebbels 
sedated and then poisoned her children on the 


night of 1 May. When the children were dead, Josef 


and Magda reportedly took cyanide, their deaths 
assured by pistol shots to the head from a trusted 
aide. Josef had joked that he would walk up to the 
garden before killing himself so that others would 
not have to carry his body up the stairs. 

After the melodrama of death and destruction 
played out in the Fuhrerbunker, the Third Reich 
lingered a few more days. World War II in Europe 
ended with the surrender of Germany on 7 May 


1945, but the horrific legacy of Hitler and the Nazis 


will remain a stain on human history forever, 
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During a four-year campaign from 19-45 to 19-49 to 
eradicate all public evidence of the Nazi era, the Soviet 
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undertaken in Berlin. During excavations for a residential 
housing complex in 1988, workers uncovered some 
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136 GERMANIA: A 
VISION OF EVIL 


In his quest to dominate Europe, Hitler drearned of 
building a global monument to Nazism 
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The Reich Chancellery in 1945. After the war only 
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entenced at the Nuremberg Trials to painting was out of the question; the place for me 
AQ years in prison for his involvement was the school of architecture.” 
in the Nazi Party’s heinous crimes, Albert Initially having shown promise in his more 
Speer found himself with plenty of time methodical drawings, Hitler had only seen 
© toreflect - and to write. Over the course architecture as a companion to his art, but as his 
of his sentence, the most celebrated architect ability grew, so too did his passion. Yet he lacked 
of the Third Reich contemplated his crimes, his the qualifications and experience to pursue the 
complicity - but above all, his close companionship professor's advice. “One could not attend the 
with Adolf Hitler himself. “I have often asked Academy's architectural school without having 
myself” he penned in his memoir, Jrside the Third attended the building school at the Technic, and 
Reich, “whether he was projecting upon me his the latter required a high-school degree," Hitler 
unfulfilled youthful dream of becoming a great lamented. "T had none of this. The fulfilment of 
architect.” After all, Hitler had never aspired to my artistic dream seemed physically impossible.” 
politics; he believed a career as an artist beckoned. Nevertheless, Hitler was doggedly determined to 
Hitler's educational record had been poor. bring his dream to life. “I was firmly convinced 
What he lacked in an appetite for learning, that I should some day make a name for myself 
however, he made up for in aspiration. Having as an architect.” ‘This dream was never to be 
found a talent for art, Hitler convinced himself realised, but Hitler later found his expression 
he would one day become a great artist. Twice through the young and charismatic Albert Speer, 
Hitler applied to the Academy of Fine Arts Vienna; Having built his name in the political field rather 
twice he was rejected. “] was buming with than within creative circles, Hitler's meteoric nse 
impatience, but also with confident selfassurance, to power gave the fledgling dictator unrivalled 
for the result of my entrance examination. I was influence. With his authority, Hitler finally saw 
so convinced I would be successful that when d Means to make his deepest architectural desires 
[ received my rejection, it struck me as a bolt a reality. As Speer later reminisced, Hitler believed 
from the blue,” he later wrote. Stunned by the that “all that remained to remind men of the 
a | rejection, Hitler sought an explanation, only forthe great epochs of history was their monumental 
The model of the planned city of Germania professor to encourage another of Hitler's passions: = architecture” - and what better way to consolidate 
SU Be RR architecture. “For me,” Hitler later claimed, the his own Third Reich than by following in the E 
hated acl oe art professor stated that “the Academy's school of footsteps of the Romans and Greeks before him? F 
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Vision & legacy 


In his first years of power, Hitler had relied on 
Paul Ludwig Troost to channel his vision, but it 
Was Speer who proved to truly understand - and 
bring to life - Hitler's dream. Having joined the 
National Socialists in January 1931, Speer was a 
relative newcomer among Hitler's closest allies. 
Within his first two years as a party member, 
Speer earned himself small commission after small 
commission, Not until 1933 did he win favour with 
Joseph Goebbels and, soon after, Hither himself 


That year he was hired to work alongside Troost 


on the Chancellery, where his talent captured the 
attention of Hitler, who befriended the young man. 
By 1934, however, two deaths occurred, paving 
the way for both Speer and Hitler. On 21 January. 
Troost died. By August of the same year, so too 
had President yon Hindenburg. Despite the blow 
of the former's death, the latter's demise left 
Hitler elated, and with total power. Just a month 
after Hindenbure’s death, the annual Nuremberg 
Rally took place. It was a testament to both men’s 
meteoric rise. More than /O0,000 Nazi Party 
supporters attended, while Speer's imposing 


grandstand at the Zeppelin Field hinted at what 


Was to come in Germany's architectural evolution. 
"T struggled over those first sketches,” wrote 

speer, “until in an mspired moment, the idea 

came to me a mighty flight of stairs topped and 

enclosed by a long colonnade, flanked on both 

ends by stone abutments.” This epiphany cemented 

speer's high standing in Hitler's estimations, 

but Speer had taken a dangerous gamble. “I had 

a drawing prepared,” he admitted. “It showed 

what the stand on the Zeppelin Field would look 

like after generations of neglect, overgrown with 

ivy, its columns fallen, the walls crumbling here 

and there... in Hitler's entourage this drawing 

was regarded as blasphemous. That I could 

even conceive of a period of decline for the newly 


founded Reich destined to last a thousand years 
seemed outrageous. But he himself accepted my 
ideas as logical and Ulumuinating. He ordered that 
in the future the important buildings of his Reich 
were to be erected in keeping with the principles 
of this ‘law of ruins” This ‘law of ruins’ became 
integral to the Nazis’ prized architectural style: 
every design from that point onwards Had to 
take into consideration how the building would 
look after the Third Reich had crumbled. 

As the years passed, Speers projects grew 
more and more ambitious, and in Hitler's eyes 
the architect could do no wrong. When, upon 
inspecting the building site of the 1936 Olympic 
Games based on plans drawn up by Wermer 
March, Hitler flew into a rage and refused to attend 
because “he would never set foot inside a modem 
glass box", Speer's overnight sketch appeased the 
Fuhrer, and the Games went ahead as planned. 

The following year, Speer designed the towering 
German Favilion for the International Exposition 
of Paris. It was a remarkable feat that soared above 
the Pans skyline and rivalled its Soviet neighbour 
- not least because Speer had caught a secret 
slimpse of the USSR's plans for its pavilion. With 
these designs in mind, Speer directly challenged 
his communist competitor. Both Speer and his 
Soviet counterpart, Boris lotan, won gold medals 
for their designs. 

It was in June 1936, however, when Hitler 
confided in Speer his most ardent dream for 
Germany, Utterly convinced that his Reich would 
stretch the glohe, Hitler envisioned a city on an 
epic scale located where Berlin stood. This new 
‘world capital’ - later named Germania - would be 
the beating heart of this new Germanic empire, 
Hitler dreamed of a large boulevard, 130 feet in 
width, running the length of the city. He dreamed 
of monumental buildings looming large over 


A SPOTLIGHT ON SPEER 


A visionary of Nazi symbolism, Albert Speer 
represented a life that Hitler once hoped for himsel 


Born in 1905 to a family of architects, 
it was inevitable that the young Albert 
Speer would follow in his father’s 
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Speer studied architecture at several 
of Germany's most prodigious 
architectural schools and, remarkably, 
was hired as an assistant professor at 
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In1942, Speer was promoted 
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which meant he was in charge of the 
slate comers eae ee os eles 
A eee eee ee 
to troops on the front line. Despite the ; 
ailing state of Germany at the time, 
Speer's efficiency and organisational 


Ae es cee ee get ee 
Mv ean een ech mela in) 4 
: the factories underground to avoid 

es se 

: However, as WWII drew to its close, 
' Speer was arrested and tried at the 

ae ee oe eee ee 1 

: man on trial to take responsibility 

: for his role in the Third Reich. As 

ee eee ee 
Mean eee ea Beier trl 
eee eles aim enc eices 
oe ee CM ere errs | 

| Albert Speer, he once again repented: 
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Hitler explains to Speer and other high-ranking Nazis 
his plans for a new administrative building in Weimar 
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works and magnify his pride. These monuments 
were an assertion of his claim to world domination 
long before he dared to voice any such intention 
even to his closest associates.” 

Hitler's vision for the world capital was to create 
a terrifying spéctre of a city; Germania was to be 
the empire's nerve centre, a hub of administrative 
buildings designed to intimidate. At the far end, 
standing under the shadow of the domineernng 
People's Hall, Speer planned a parade ground, as 
well as the Fihrer’s Palace. Here, a new Chancellery 
was to be built with a 500-metre-long gallery to 
Walk through to reach the head of state's offices, 
a vast, overwhelming space designed to cow 
even the hardiest of politicians 

In 1938, work began to make Germania a 
reality, starting with creating the East-West Axis, 
as well as clearing space for the People’s Hall. 
Near to the site of the planned Victory Arch, 
a dense concrete cylinder was built to test the 
strength of the ground in 1941 - Berlin had 
famously been built on soft marshland, and in 
reality the dream of Germania far exceeded what 
the land it was destined to be built on could 
withstand. Between the start of construction and 
the end of World War II, work stopped and started 
on Germania, influenced by Germany's successes 
in war. After the Nazis successfully invaded Paris in 











“Hitler envisioned a city on an epic scale. This 
new world capital - Germania - would be the 
beating heart of the new Germanic empire” 





the cityscape. He dreamed of an architectural 
triumph that put his enemies in their places. Speer 
was the man to whom he turned to bring his 
dream to life. 

Germania would have been Speer’s greatest 
triumph as an architect. He quickly set to work, 
building a model approximately 100 feet in length 
and intricately detailed, This model was housed 
in its own room in the Chancellery, where Hitler 
was free to come and inspect it at will. It was 
a remarkable - and terrifying - prospect. Hitler 
and Speer had taken inspiration from some of 
Kurope’s greatest creations and exaggerated 
them to monumental proportions. The grand 
boulevard called the East'West Axis was designed 
to be three miles long and nearly 400 feet wide 

almost double the width of the Champs-Elysées. 
The Victory Arch, which would stand at one 
end of the vast road and was to be carved with 
the names of the 1.8 million German soldiers 
killed in WWI, would dwarf Napoleon's Arc de 
Triomphe. Meanwhile, at the other end loomed 
the gargantuan People's Hall, its dome designed 
to be over 16 times larger than the dome of St 
Peter's Basilica in Vatican City. From his cell in 
Spandau Prison, Speer later wrote that Hitler 
“wanted the biggest of everything to glorify his 


1940, work recommenced on Germania in earnest, 
Hitler and Speer’s passions reignited by the fallen 
city’s charm. 

As Germany's victories turned to defeat, however, 
the realisation of Germania became increasingly 
unlikely, Having suffered devastating losses to 
the Soviets on the Eastern Front, the project 
was abandoned once and for all in 1943. Speer, 
once Hitler's go-to architect, found himself firmly 
embedded in the Nazi war machine, promoted 
to Minister of Armaments and War Production 

but the Thousand Year Reich of which they 
dreamed was crumbling before their very eyes. 

In his memoirs, Speer recounted Hitler revealing, 
years after their initial meeting, that he had been 
“looking for an architect to whom I could entrust 
my building plans. | wanted someone young: for 
as you know these plans extend far into the 
future, | need someone who will be able to 
continue after my death with the authority I have 
conferred on him. I saw you as that man.” This 
ereat Germanic empire in which Hitler so strongly 
believed never came to be, His world capital of 
Germania now exists merely as a footnote in the 
history of Nazism, its sheer scale and ambition 
almost overshadowed by the monstrous evil of 
Hitler's regime. 
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he world is still dealing with the Alan Bullock (who wrote an early biography of 
consequences of Hitler's actions. Hitler) delivered a lecture at the London School 
The extent of those consequences is, of Economics, in which he raised the question 
however, a matter of debate, hinging of whether the roles of both Hitler and Stalin 
on the question of how important Hitler had in fact been exaggerated. Would the fate olf 
was to the events that overtook the world Germany have been the same if another man 
in the middle of the 20th Century. had been in charge of the Nazi Party? Were the 
A few historians have raised the notion that two tyrants actually in part dragged along by 
Hitler was not the mastermind of the Nazi Party, the momentum of circumstances? 
but was instead simply carned along by events Bullock eventually came down on the other 
and then betrayed by underlings. In this scenario, side of the argument, insisting that both Hitler 
the Nazis would have risen to power even without and Stalin had been crucial in the paths taken 
Hitler, and the world would inevitably have been by their countries. It is the view held by most 
plunged into a war to stop them. Most, though, historians and it leads to some uncomfortable 
find such a reading of history to be unacceptable, conclusions when attempting to assess the scope 
— , and believe that he was the prime driving force of Hitler's legacy. [fhe was indeed the driving 
nae _ . ek in asmiall party. Without his personal leadership, force behind the Nazis, then his impact on the 
“ff ft Re ne : the Nazis would probably have remained a world was nothing short of catastrophic. 


footnote to German history, 
It is a difficult argument to engage in, because Architect of disaster 
, f = elevating Hitler's importance inevitably gives Without Hitler, there would have been no World 
The Soviet flag is raised over a his memory a power that it would lack if he War IL There were problems to be faced in 
ees | was written off as a mere passenger on the Germany after World War [, as there were in other 


— “~n _ dont scien Nazi machine, In 1996, the British historian nations, but it was Hitler's driving ambition that 
a —— 
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pushed his country into war with its neighbours. 
The immediate effects were all too obvious. 

The death toll was staggering. In Germany alone 
an estimated eight million people were dead. 

Six Million Jews had been murdered by the Nazi 
regime. In Russia, the death toll may have been 
as high as 27 million, while in China it was 20 
million. The total number of dead is estimated 
at between 70 and &5 million. 

Despite the scarcely fathomable levels of 
destruction unleashed by his ambitions, Hitler 
fauled in his primary aim. Far from expanding into 
the East and defeating the communists, Germany 
saw its boarders shrink, while communism ended 
the war greatly strengthened. Eurasia and Eastern 
Europe fell under the red cloak, while China, 
North Korea and Vietnam followed one by one. 


New world order 

The empires of Britain and France were broken 
by the war, and the Americans and Soviets 
became the dominant powers in the post-war 
world, drawing new battle lines for a Cold War 
that would last for more than 40 years. The scale 
of the Soviet threat is best demonstrated by the 
fact that old enemies were quickly welcomed 
back into the fold (Italy was a founder member 
of NATO and West Germany joined in 1955) 

in order to stand against them. 

The war also forced America to tap into its huge 
potential It may have been dragged kicking and 
screaming onto the global stage, but it has stayed 
there ever since. Part of that tapped potential 
was an immense capacity for war-making. 
Military technology advanced at a tremendous 
tate during the war, culminating in the atomic 
bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki 


“When German children grew up, they wanted 


A white supremacist rally in the US state of Georgia, 2018 
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answers about their parents’ role in the war 
- the answers were often deeply disturbing 


For Germany itself, the impact of the war was 
stark. Apart from the destruction unleashed upon 
its cities, the nation was eventually split in two 
and millions of its ciizens were displaced during 
the carving up of territories that followed. 

At the Potsdam Conference (held between 
7 July and 2 August 1945) the ‘five Ds’ were the 
underlying force behind negotiations between the 
Victorious powers: demilitanisation, denazification, 
democratisation, decentralisation and 
deindustrialisation. Four ‘occupation zones’ were set 
up in Germany, to be administered by the British, 
French, Americans and Russians. Also divided 
were Austria and the cities of Vienna and Berlin. 

The partition of Germany would become 
symbolised by the Berlin Wall, which sprang 
up to divide East and West Berlin in 1961. The 
city, and the nation, would remain divided until 


42 


the wall fell in 1989, with the Federal Republic 
of Germany (West Germany) and the German 
Democratic Republic (East Germany), reunifying 
the following year. 

In Germany, the reaction to the trauma of 
World War II played out over three main phases. 
The initial response, perhaps understandably, 
was one of Blankness. The philosopher and 
political theorist Hannah Arendt wrote of this 
after travelling through Germany after the war, 
describing a country that stubbornly refused 
to face what had happened. 

What had happened, of course, was so awful 
that a certain amount of numbness was inevitable 
Arendt conceded that the years leading up to the 
war, and the war itself, had exhausted the German 
people. Living in a constant state of emergency, 
which the Nazis had consciously employed as 
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THE HITLER DIARIES 
Hunger for anything Hitler related led to one of the 
ereat forgery stories In moder times 


Liem Mn Reh eke|e-re bl eee) 
ele ee ee eee 
Hitler paintings when he hit upon the 
idea of also faking the Filhrer’s diaries 
in 1978. The con seemed to be a sure- 
fire winner, but while the people who 
eyes 
PP EHeUL eNO acme | 
to themselves, diaries were always 
ete Se Ce et oe ee 
STAM) Em ee bce maT 
brazen hoax for years, despite even 
emblazoning his fake diaries with 
a i re 


The desire to know more about 


: the workings of Hitler's mind led to 

: intense interest in the diaries, and in 
: the 1980s, German magazine Stern 

! paid more than £2 million for the 
mer eee Meee eee aly 
Mere ae nite) 
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: hardly convincing, but this was an 
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: anexpert, Professor Hugh Trevaor- 
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eRe ee eee ce 
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when tests proved the ink, paper and 
: binding used in the diaries dated from 
CMR ae) Rhea mse! 
RCE UGE eRe eee icy 
Pte 


a means to attain and then keep power, had 
robbed the population of the gift of empathy. 

The past was not completely swept under the 
carpet - some 89,000 people were investigated 
for their role in the Nazi regime, and there were 
6,500 convictions. Nevertheless, many Nazis were 
integrated back into society, which helped ease 
the transition to peacetime but resulted in an 
often toxic environment of mistrust. 

Yudit Yago-Jung wrote of her experiences as a 
child born in Germany in 1946. Her parents (her 
father was Jewish) were reluctant to talk about 
the war and mixed with a limited circle of friends. 
When they spoke of the war, 
one or more of the group would 
usually end up in tears and 
her father's hands would shake 
whenever talk turned to Hitler 
or the Gestapo. Yago-Jung saw a 
similar approach in the parents 
of her friends, although often for 
different reasons. “By hushing 
things up, she wrote, “the parents 
of my German friends tried to 
conceal their own cooperation or, 
at best, their passive tolerance of 
horrors in the Third Reich." 

This wall of silence inevitably 
led to the second phase of the 
German response to the legacy 
of Hitler. When these young 
children grew up, they were no longer willing to 
be satisfied with trite statements along the lines of 
"Hitler was the devil". They wanted answers about 
their parents role in the war, and the answers were 
often deeply disturbing. This led, in the 1960s, to a 
general air of rebellion against all authority figures: 
parents, teachers ancl politicians. 

A third wave of reaction began in the 1980s, 
when a still younger generation began to feel 
distance from the war. With blameless parents, 
and with the usual perception of distance between 
themselves and their grandparents, this generation 
did not feel guilt and was not afraid to broach the 
subject of the war, but they became increasingly 


Student demonstrations became 
normal in Germany in the 1960s 





tired of having to do so. The situation of West 
Germany at the time, occupied by hundreds 

of thousands of foreign troops and a base for 
thousands of nuclear warheads over which it had 
noe control, was also increasingly objectionable to 
a generation that felt no responsibility for the wat. 
The perception grew that it was time to put the 
past behind them, leading to the breaking down 
of the Berlin Wall and German reunification, 


A morbid fascination 

Despite this urge to move on, there was also 

a lingering fascination with Hitler himself. How 
had a seemingly inconsequential 
man, with few if any ambitions, 
risen to take control of a modern, 
enhghtened country and drive 

it to such utter destruction? 
Attempts to understand Hitler had 
started before the war, and they 
only intensified afterwards. There 
have been attempts in Germany 
to disown him, viewing him as a 
foreigner whose crimes therefore 
do not reflect directly on the 
German people, This sleight of 
hand, however, cannot diminish 
the enormity of his actions. 

The first scholarly biographies 
of Hitler began to arrive in the 
1950s. Alan Bullock's Hitler: A 
Study in Tyranny was the first, and others have 
followed in a never-ending torrent. Joachim Fest’s 
1973 work - Hitler A Career (which was the basis 
for a documentary film four years later) - and 
Brigitte Hamann’s 1996 consideration of Hitler's 
period in Vienna have stood out in a crowded 
field. There are names and fortunes to be mace 
through writing about Hitler, with any new angle 
or nugget of documentary material likely to be 
gobbled up by the insatiable appetite to know more 
about the man, an appetite that led directly to the 
fiasco surrounding forged diaries in the 1980s. 

It can be a dangerous field in which to venture. 
No historian can appear in any way sympathetic 
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The Berlin Wall stood until 1989 


to any of Hitler's decisions without nsking vitriolic 
criticism. The toxicity of the entire Nazi credo 
means that no historian or politician can claim 
Validity in any elerment of it and still be taken 
seriously, and a comparison to Hitler is still a 
popular slur. Revisionist histories have, of course, 
appeared, notably those from the Holocaust-denier 
David Irving (as depicted as recently as 2016 in 
the film Denia) - his attempts to depict Hitler as a 
rational, highly intelligent man who was let down 
by those working beneath him, was largely derided. 

Such interpretations of history are lapped up 
by the neo-Nazi movement, a form of right-wing 
extremism that embraces some of the central 
tenets of the Nazis, including their racism and 
uitranationalism. A political movement based on 
hatred, the neo-Nazis are linked with Holocaust- 
denial and admiration for Hitler. A thriving market 
for Nazi memorabilia confirms that this remains 
an attractive, or at least fascinating ideology 
for some, although neo-Nazism is very much 
a fringe element of the far right. No mainstream 
political party could survive the promotion or 
even tolerance of any Nazi principles. 

Despite this, neo-Nazi elements exist in many 
European nations. Combat 16, formed in the UK in 
1992, was one of the most notorious, with activity 
In many nations during its bnef history (the ‘18° of 


the organisation's hame was supposedly a reference 


Comparing a politician (in this case Emmanuel 
eMC UR COM SCA mC eee Vane 


to Hitler's initials, being the first and eighth 
letters of the alphabet), The organisation 15 now 
extinct, is eh the name is still used by a small 
number of people. Other groups have also sprung 
up, including many that are proscribed by the 
authorities for supporting terronst activities. The 
threat of violence from neo-Nazi groups remains 
very real, as demonstrated when an anti-fascist 
demonstrator was run over and killed by a white 
supremacist in Charlottesville, Virginia, in 2017 


Hitler in the arts 
Hitler himself has attained a cult-like status 
for some, and the fascination with his character 
is demonstrated by the continuing strong sales 
of his book, Jfemnt Kampf The idea that some 
parts of his character (such as his charisma 
and ability to galvanise public opinion) can be 
viewed as desirable traits in a business leader 
is no longer taboo in some parts of the world, 
notably in modern India. 

There have been several waves of popularity 
for books, films and documentaries about Hitler, 
with no easily discernible cause for any of them, 
In the 1960s, 1970s and again in the 1990s (with 
films such as Sebindler’s Lisf), there have been 
repeated periods of interest in the world of the 
dst and Hitler = ic pearaeil This in some ways 
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a form of nobility in defeat, a defeat so total that it 


would attain mythic proportions. Fest’s depiction 


is backed up by Hitler's infamous ‘Nero order’ 
(Nerobefeh!) of 19 March 1945, which insisted 
on the continuation of a scorched-earth policy 
long after defeat had become inevitable, 

The Reich minister of propaganda, Joseph 
Goebbels, saw the awful potential of the order 
a5 soon as it was issued. “Should we fall,” he 


commented, “then the whole of Germany will fall 
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A FIGURE OF FUN 


Satirists have sought to attack Hitler in 


ra variety of Ways OVEI the years 


Propaganda posters during the war 
often played up the brutality of 
the German regime, but some also 
mocked Hitler for his appearance, 
eit et eee ee gee le idyll 
AUT enna) eee ee 
found himself a target from the 
eee COM aan ra 
Chaplin lampooned the Fuhrer in his 
film The Great Dictator, artists have 
attempted to burst Hitler's bubble. 
Comic depictions of the man 
have appeared on television and in 
the cinema ever since, with notable 
TED eee aoa ee ee 
eM ete meee Me 
played 'Mr. Hilter’ who was living in 
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History of the World: Part { (which 
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with us, and that will happen in such a glorious 
way that the heroic downfall of the Germans will 


rank first in world history” Aspiring to be the 
createst losers of all time is a curious ambition 
for a nation’s leaders, but Fest insisted that this 
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Was 10 fact the case, that Hitler could not stomach 


mere defeat and craved total annihilation. 


Downfall reignited the debate over whether it 
is acceptable to portray Hitler as a human being, 
especially a human being with some traits that 


could be considered positive. Controversy also 


swirled over the implication that it was a small 
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ruling clique that drove Germany to destruction. 
In Gownfall, the German people are just more 
victims of Hitler and the Nazis 

The unspeakable events of World War II are 
still a burden for Germany, even as the country 
has rebuilt and re-established itself as a leader in 
Western Europe. At the turn of the millennium, 
there was still a tendency in the German media 
to search for Nazi connections in its politicians, 
and any such stigmatising remains poisonous. 
It remains difficult to wnte anything about the 
Nazi state without condemning it out of hand 
- anything that hints at understanding of any 
element of the regime is potentially disastrous 
to a career. The controversial German historian 
Ernst Nolte expressed concern over this, speaking 
of an atmosphere in Germany that is hostile 
to “intellectual freedom’, but the battlefield is 
considered far too hazardous to step onto for most. 


Moving forwards 

The decision to destroy Hitler's remains, in order 
to prevent his grave from becoming a shrine for 
neo-Nazis, appears to have been a sensible one. 
The body of Mussolini attracts visitors every day, 
while the graves of Hitler's parents are regularly 
decorated with fresh flowers. The idea of a focal 
point for the ideas that Hitler brought into the 
world 15 a truly disturbing one. 

And yet, even though he has unequivocally 
vanished from the face of the earth, Hitler's name 
remains potent ancl his legacy continues. More than 
O years after his death, he remains the bogeyman 
of Western civilisation. More reviled than any of 
the mass murderers who went before him or came 
after, he stands alone on top of the totem pole of 
the world's most evil leaders. Uncomfortable as 
it may be, Hitler still has the power to fascinate, 
appal and even terrify to this day. 
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